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WAR REMINISCENCES. “ 


Chapter VI. 

‘[Coin'd.) 

mg in all our lives, 1 believe tbe luont 
camp life would make a man fight, if nothing- 
else, just for a chance to break en ™i, The 14th I 
as wc marched out in the dark seemed to be 
frantic with enthusiasm, when the time of trial 
, comes to the 14th, aud it is evidently not far off 
if they are in the mood they were last night, the 
Johnnies will get hurt. To-day the camp is over-, 
run with huxters, and taken *1 consideration 
• with the rumors that are in £iuip of picket 
tireing, it looks as if the Johnnies were bent on 
t mischief. 

I Saturday night, I don't know what is the mat¬ 
ter with me to-night except I have, been to jolly 
to-day, I believe I have caught the hlues from 
Billie Davison, 1 let him go to visit his brother 
Bob, a lieutenant in the 40th Illinois of Sher¬ 
man s division, they are camped between Shiloh, 
and Owl creek, lie eame back about two o’clock j 
- and said that he wanted to talk to me but I 
was entertaining Captain Campbell and Lieuten¬ 
ant lliee of the 32d Illinois, Captain Smith of 
Co. B, 14th Illinois, Chaplain Rulloge, and Dr. 
Cathewood of Mowequa 0 Illinois and had no 
time to spare him. He sat around for an hour 
or so and then went away. He looked and acted 
ap if he had the blues. 














He was killed in the fight next day, and I 
believe that he had seen enough while probably 
out at the picket lines to impress him with an^ 
idea that the Rebels were approaching in forcej 
I have already quoted from my diary that I en-: 
tertained company Saturday afternoon. Just 
before we sat down to supper I s.aw Capt. Jaquishj 
going toward the right of the Regiment, 1 called^ 
to him that the company he wished to see wa k 
at my tent. He was a member of the Illinois 
I conference M. E. Church, and was chaplain of a 
,regimot]t. of cavalry then at Paduka, the regi¬ 
ment was the object of General Grant's especial 
dislike. He took tea with us, and said that he 
had tantalized his aunt, with whom he boarded, 
at breakfast the morning before, that in her 
wrath she informed him that General Johnston 
would attack Grant Saturday with 50,000 men, 
$md while she was yet talking he heard a boat 
whistle and excuseing himself, that he had let¬ 
ters to mail be boarded the boat and came up to 
tell General Grant that it had been the intention 
of the Rebels to attack him if possible that 
morning, and if for any cause they were delayed, 
that they would attack the next day. When 
Grant asked for his authority, he said that it 
was a revalation from the almighty. This rnau^ 
Grant ma,d and he informed the chaplain that, 
he might report back to his regiment, being ac¬ 
quainted with General Prentiss he went to him 
/with the same information from the same source, 
while the General told him that if the Rebels 
( were spoiling for a fight, ngrtrul! that they would 
have to do would be to pitch in and they would 
be accommodoted, yet the probabilities to my 
mind, this information caused General Prentiss 
to send Col. Moore on the reconnoissance he 












their cabins, scattered through the timber for 
shelter and safety to Pittsburg Landing. The 
wounded that were able to walk were already be- 
. j lining to come to the rear. One poor fellow 
I held up his arm for us to see. The bone had 
been shot away and the hand was held .to the j 
I arm by a few ligaments_ 

Chapter VII. 

Why Grant was suspended from ' command. 
Reinstated. Topography. Divisions located. Agre- 
gate forces. Rebel council of war. Major Powal at¬ 
tacks rebels. Army in line. Prentis and Sherman forc¬ 
ed back. Supporting divisions to the front. Veatch 
tries his hand. Tutle, Prentis and Hurlbut assaulted, 
but held their ground for five hours and beat back the 
rebels four times. Johnston’s fatal charge. The Fed¬ 
eral left turned but Johnston falls. Final struggle. 
Rebel testimony to their final repulse. Forces at the 1 
close of the first days fight. Monday’s fight. Ammen 
and Lew Wallas move. Ammen. First day’s men to 
the front. Smith’s men of Critenden’s Division not all 
valorous, they are repulsed, but move forward again. 
Veatch to the relief of McCook. Lew Wallas and 
Sherman successful at every point while McClenard is 
thrice checked. Final struggle and the 14th Illinois 
makes the last victorious charge. 

j THE ' SHILOH CAMPAIGN.-PRELIMINARY STATK- 


I The capture of Fort Henry and Donelson 
| opeued a way into the heart of the Confederacy j 
that necessitated the formation of a new line of 


defense by the Rebel military authorities in the 
West. Albert Sidney Johnston, amid all the 
hostile clamor of the South, retained the eonfi-, 
dence and support of Jefferson Davis. After 
the fall of Fort Henry and Donelson, he, to do-, 





ceive the Federal commanders, rapidly fell back 
by a circuitous route .on Corinth, Miss., the 
crossing of the Meriiphis and Charleston, the 
Mobile & Ohio Railroads. It will be seen from 
this that it was of immense stratgic importance 
to the Rebels for the transportation of troops 
from the Mississippi to the Atlantic and from 
the Ohio to the Gulf of Mexico It was worth 
I a campaign to the Rebels to hold it, and as 
' much to the Federals to capture it. Grant’s 
military genius, all undeveloped as it was, at that 
period of the war, took all this in. He urged 
Halleck to give him authority to organise such a- 
campaign, and in his restlessness, immediately! 
after the fall of Donelson, he went to Nashville; 
to see Buell, to negotiate with him for co-oper¬ 
ation. This Buell was evidently opposed to 
unless he could be in command. But Order No. 
4 from the War Department, formed a new dis¬ 
trict, called that of the Mississippi, puttingTIal- 
leck in command. This put a large part of 
Buell’s command within the bounds of Halleck’s 
jurisdiction. Halleck at once orded Grant to 
move the Army of the Tennessee to Fort Henry,- 
and Embark them for a descent on the railroad 
bridge over Bear Creek, near Eastport, Miss,, 
and also the railroad at Cornith, Jackson and 
Humbolt. in the prder named. He thought 
strong detachments of cavalry and light artilery, 
supported by infantry, might, by rapid move¬ 
ments, reach these points from the river with¬ 
out serious opposition; but they were to aveid 
bringing on a serious engagement until they 
were joined by Buell 

Grant set his forces in motion from Fort. 
Donelson on the 4ih, and arrived at Fort Henry 
. on the 5th of March, when, on account of com- 






•pi^ints uiade to Halleck by some jealons officer, 
Helleck telegraphed him, “Why don't yon obey 
orders? Tuyn the command over to Geo. C. F. i 
Smith, and remain yourself at Fort !i nry; ’ 

We. offered the following - - the probable ’ 
cause : it is from the pen of Jeorge W. Palmer 
to the Madison (Wis.) Courier : 

I notice in General Grant's article on Shiloh 
in the }Century's February issue, that he makes 
public for the first time, so for as 1 know, the 
fact’of his having been ordered by Gen. Hal¬ 
leck to turn over his command to Gen. G. F. 
Smith and remain on the steamer, virtually un¬ 
der arrest. No cause is given for such treatment: 
'Save Halleck’s complaint that he had not report¬ 
ed the number and condition of his command. 
.This certainly seems, on the part of Halleck, to 
be very tin just and harsh treatment of the men 
'jwho had captured Forts Henry and Donelson. 
While the Nation was ringing with his praises 
and had; given the pet name of Unconditional 
Surrender Grant, his chief offered him this in¬ 
dicts.!*^ Wtiy was this? Surely not. for the 
, trifling ekror or a failure to make his reports. 

' What time would we have had to keep up re- 
sports—fighting as he had been for three days 
and nights in the wind and storm and bitter cold 
|around the rugged hills of Ft. Donelson ? 1 can 

^perhaps throw a side light on that little episode 
in that history ; an episode that eame near cost¬ 
ing the nation dearly, for who can doubt that 
Grant's arrest accounts for the want of prepara¬ 
tions in the army that resulted in the surprise 
of Shiloh? Grant was never caught napping 
before or since, and 1 do not hold him responsi 







ble f.-r that time. It was Gen. Smith, who by 
Halleck’g order had held touimand for a week, 
who insist be held responsible. But to my side 
light: Whim organizing his army at Cairo with 
that energy and thoroughness which was so 
I prominent a trait of his character, Grant had in 
curred the enmity of Quartermaster \V. G. 
Kountz-in the following manrter : Kountz war 
a quartermaster in charge of transportation, es¬ 
pecially of -steamboats, and was very zealously 
striving to curb and control the vast expenditure 
of the department. Grant's quartermaster. 
Hatchl would charter steamboats at $100 to $800 
a day and Kountz would discharge them. One 
morning Grant ordered some troops to embark 
in a steamboart on some secret expedition. 
Kountz refused to let him have the boat. Grant 
immediately placed Kountz under arrest in the 
St. Charles hotel at Cairo, kept him there two 
weeks, then sent him to Paducah, in charge of 
transportation there. So far l speak from knowl¬ 
edge derived from geneial heresay. I was em¬ 
ployed in the Quartermaster s department at Cai¬ 
ro, and had good opportunities of knowing, yet 
in the minor details may not be quite correct. 
What 1 shall further say I speak from uiy own 
knowledge. After the battle nf Ft, Ibmelson I 
entered ,the office of Capt. Kountz, at Paducah, 
as his chief clerk. While there I copied’ for 
him a document containing seven.een distinct 
charges and specifications of drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct against Gen. Grant, with the 
names of witnesses to prove these charges. 
Kountz told me that he was on the most intimate* 
and friendly terms with Stanton, the then secre¬ 
tary of war, and felt sure that these charges 






would receive attention coming from him., 1 
mailed the package to See. Stanton. Kountz 
with manifest pleasure shortly after told me that 
Grant was placed under arrest and afterward that 
he was released on the presentation of some army 
officers. (Gen. Smith I think it was) that Gen. 
Grant could not be spared from the army just 
then. Kountz was so enraged at this, and also 
at the hostility he had excited against himself 
among steamboat men by his economizing pro -1 
penalties 1 that he threw up his commission in 
disgust and retired to private life. 

Grant turned over the command the same day 
to Gen. Smith, who proceeded at once to move it 
as fast as transportation would admit, up the 
Tennessee River to Savannah, the capital of 
Hardin county, Tennessee, where they began to 
arrive on the 11th. The failure to destroy the 
bridue over Bear Creek, near Kastport,on account 
of high water, made a change in the programme 
necessary. 

TYPOGRAPHY. 

When the gunboats which preceded the fleet 
of transports on their way to Eastport, arrived 
at J’ittersburg Landing, ten miles south of Sa-i 
vannah, they sound two regiments of Rebel in¬ 
fantry, and a battery preparing to fortify be¬ 
tween the mouth of Snake Creek, which comesj 
down from the west and empties into the Ten¬ 
nessee a hah mile north of the Landing. A 
quarter of a mile south of the Landing a small 
creek with very precipitous bluffs, empties into 
the river. South of the little creek, up to the 
mouth of Lick Creek the Tennessee is so cut up. 
with lagoons that in rainy weather it is practi¬ 
cally impassable. It is three miles from the 






mouth of Snake Creek to the mouth of Lick 
Creek to a gully' that came down through the 
bluffs at the south end of this bottom land. 
Prom there up to the mouth of the little creek 
thehluffs are too steep for ascent. The road up 
the bluffs started from the mouth of the gulley, 
it wound around the bluff and up it, along the 
south margin of a little hollow. On top of the 
bluff and up it, along the south margin of a lit¬ 
tle hollow. On top of the bluff's, just at the 1 
point where the gulley starts for the river 
through the bluffs, there were two log cabins. 
The road from the river debouched southwest 
until it passed these cabins, and then for three- 
quarters of a mile ran a very little south of west 
to where it was intersected by the road from 
Crumps Landing for Corinth. A fourth of a 
mile south the upper Corinth road puts off to 
the west, and a half mile south the Pittsburg 
Landing road to Hamburg puts off east. The 
lower Gorihth roads keeps on south for a half- 
mile, when it curves to the west, where it and 
the upper Corinth road intersect with the road 
rfjsanJBanjburg to Purdy, about 300 yards port!) 
of Shiloh Meeting House. The road that runs 
due north nod south past Shiloh runs through 
Monterey r\ Corinth. Shiloh is three miles 
southwest f'rohi. Pittsburg. 

Gen. Smith seems to have seen at once, that 
Pittsburg Landing in time of high water, was 
the only practical point available for successful 
operations against Corinth; that, as it was a point 
that would be easy to fortify, it must he seized 
and held, and that it would be safer to plant the 
whole army there, then to put a few brigades 
and batteries there, which could be easily driven 








fc lt, or gobbled up. From the ford at Lick Creek: 
the ford on the Purdy Hoad via Shiloh across 
Owl Creek, wos three miles. The bluffs of these; 
creeks would .form strong natural protections toj 
the wings of an army.' 

DIVISIONS LOCATED. 

Uuilbut s division. wiBh^the 4th divisioycon-i 
sisting of three brigades of infantry, two batta-' 
lions of cavalry, and three batteries, numbering 
7,302 men, went iDto camp oh the 18th of 
March, with his 3d brigade east of the lower 
Corinth road, along the Hamburg Road, his 1st 
brigrde at the intersection of these roads, and' 
his 2d brigade stretching across west to tha up¬ 
per Corinth rord. His right was a mile north-| 
east of Shiloh-church. 

/ On the J9rt8;Sherman came in with his (the 
5th) divisiimTtomSisting of four brigades of in¬ 
fantry, eight companies of cavalry and two bat¬ 
teries. The strength of this division was 8,830 
men. He placed Steward's brigade at the ford 
on Lick Creek, Iiilderband's brigade was placed 
at its left, the Ray field, its right teaching west 
to Shiloh, Buckland’s next, and MeDowei s bri¬ 
gade reaching to Owl Creek. A few days latter 
Prentiss came, in with the Sixth Division, con¬ 
sisting of two brigades of infantry, eight com- 
■) panies of cavalry and five batteries. His right 
was to the east of the Ray field, and his left run¬ 
ning down the Purdy road toward Lick Creek; 
but there was nearly a mile between his left and 
Steward. The strength of the Sixth Division 
was 5,463 men. 

iieCiemand commanded the Frst Division. 
It was made nn of three brigades of infantry. 






eight companies of Steward's cavalry and three 
batteries. His strength was 7.028 men. Me-, 
demand lay in the rear of Gen. Sherman, his 
left reaching well down toward Prentiss’s right. 
MeClernand’s right was a mile northwest of his 
left; that is to say. his camp ran from southeast 
to northwest. Sherman’s camp ran nearly east 
and west from Owl Creek, a mile west of Shiloh 
Church, to the northwest corner of the Ray field 
ial quarter of a mile east and south of the church. 
•Prentiss’ right was in the timber east of the 
Ray field, while his left was a quarter of a mile 
from Prentiss’ right and Sherman's left. * His 
right was a half or three quarters of a mile from 
Sherman's right. Prentiss’ right held such a re¬ 
lationship to Sherman and McClernand s left, 
that while it did not exactly aligu with either, it 
might be said to align with either. 

Lew Wallace’s command was the Third Divis- j 
ion. It had three brigades of infantry and two ! 
.battalions of cavalry and two batteries; strength | 
of the division, 7,564 men. It was camped at 
Crump’s Landing, four miles north of Pittsburg 
Landing. 

Gen. Smith had commanded the Second Divis- ; 
ion, but being placed in command of the army, I 
W. H. L. Wallace was placed in command of 
this division, made up of three brigades of in¬ 
fantry, two squadrons of cavalry and three bat¬ 
teries. Strength, 8,289 men. Total strength of 
the Army of the Tennessee, 44,486 men. 

At midnight on the 2d of April, 1862, Albert 
Sidney Johnston put his army in motion to at-; 
tack and capture Grant (who had been restored 
to command by an order dated the 15th, and as- 







sumed it on the 23d day of March), before Buell’s 
laggard maroh would bring him up. The strength 
of the Rebel army, as reported on the morning 
of April 3, 1861, was 61,010, in four corps, com¬ 
manded by Polk, Bragg, Hardee and Brecken- 
ridge. Wednesday, morning Gen. Lew Wallace’s 
cavalry discovered a considerable force of infant- < 
ry and cavalry at Purdy and notified Grant that 
the Rebels were about to attaek him i. «., Lew 
Wallace, and asked for help. Grant directed W. 
H. L. Wallace to go to Lew Wallace’s support at 
once if he should be attached, and notified Sher¬ 
man to hold himself in readiness to march with 
his division to the support of Lew Wallace if he 
should be attached, and to take Hurlbut with 
'’him if neoessaiy. 

On Friday forenoon, Sherman’s cavalry dis¬ 
covered at leasts brigade of Rebel infantry, two 
regiments of cavalry, and a battery of artillery at 
the Mickey farm. The infantry and artillery 
halted, hut the cavalry came bn toward Sherman’s 
' lines, and captured a Federal infantry picket 
post. A squadron of Federal cavalry, two com¬ 
panies of infantry, and a battery were ordered in 
pursuit. Sherman at the same time took two 
regiments of infantry and went outside of our 
j picket lines. A little after dark, the Federals 
came upon the Rebel oavalry and attacked them 
with such spirit that they fled, leaving ten dead 
and twenty prisoners in our hands. Our caval¬ 
ry pushed the Rebels so hard that they brought 
up their infantry and artillery in support, when 
our oavalry fell back and all became, quiet. 

On Saturday, parties of Rebel cavalry were ' 

' frequently seen, as if reoonnoitering, in front of 
onr pickets. This was reported, and the Feder-; 
?1 picket posts strengthened, afteT Col. Sullivan, 








of the 48th Ohio division offioers of the day had 
made a personal inspection. Gen. Prentiss on 
Saturday afternoon, sent Col. Moore of the 21st 
Missouri, on a reconnoisance with five companies 
of his regiment, They saw no bodies of troops, 
but plenty of cavalry signs. 

At midnight on Saturday night, Gen. Prentiss 
ordered Major Powell, of the 25th Missouri in¬ 
fantry, who was brigade officer of the day, to 
take the two reliefs of guard that were off duty, 
go outside of the picket lines and attack a cav¬ 
alry force that he had heard had gone into camp 
C three-fourths, A of a mile south of our picket 
line. When he arrived at the picket line, he 
was told that there were too many Rebels in 
front for him to attack with his small force, so 
he returned with the reliefs to their guard quar- 

REBEL COUNCIL OF WAR. 

• Now let us pass inside the Rebel lines for 
a little while and see what is transpiring there. 
At 10 o’clock Saturday night, just, behind Har¬ 
dee’s line, which is the front one of the four, 
that made up the Rebel columns, Johnston, 
Beauregard, Polk, Bragg, Hardee and Breckin¬ 
ridge are assembled. Beauregard has heard that 
the Federals are apprised of their presence, and 
is in favor of retiring, and waiting for the Feder¬ 
als to attack at Corinth; but Johnston has never 
had any faith in surprising the Federals. He 
believes that no one line ever formed, can stand j 
against the assault of four lines thrown against I 
it successively, and he is satisfied that the Army j 
of the Tennessee could form but one thin line ] 
along a three mile front. 






*» Gen. Johnscon’s instructions to his Corps com- j 
manders and General Beauregard, were: “ In j 
the approaching battle every effort should be 
made to turn the left flank of the enemy so as to 
cut off his line of retreat to the Tennessee River 
and throw him back on Owl Creek, where he 
will he obliged to surrender.” When the Coun¬ 
cil of War was about to break up, he said to his 
Corps commanders, “ Hammer them, gentlemen, 
hammer them.” As he rode along the lines of 
his army, as they were on their way from Corinth i 
to Shiloh, he said to the men in each infantry 
column as he passed them: “ Look along your j 
gun barrels and fire low.” 

THE ATTACK BEGINS. 

Whe» Major Powell returned with the camp i 
guard and had dismissed them, he took three '• 
companies of his own, the 25th Missouri, and 
three companies of the 12th Michigan, Colonel i 
Quinn, of that regiment, says: “ At 3 p. m., j 
Sunday morning, the 6th of April, 1863, several j 
companies of the first brigade (Prentiss’s divis-( 
ion), were sent out to watch, and endeavor, if 
possible, to oapture a force of the enemy who 
were prowling near our camp. Our brave hoys 
marched out, and had not more than three miles 
to march before they met the enemy.” Three- 
fourths of a mile south of the Federal picket 
line Major Powell came upon the 3d Mississippi, 
under command of Major Hardcastle, and opened 
upon them at once, where they fought for an 
hour, killing for the Mississippi four privates, 
wounding severely ten, and slightly wounding 
ten more. This attack by our men began four¬ 
teen minutes after 5 o’clock a. m. After an 
hour’s fight Powell drove Hardcastle back upon : 
the brigade, one-quaiter of a mile to the rear, l 









where he in turn began to be driven back. He 
then sent for reinforcements, and Col. Moore, 
with five companies of the 21st Missouri, was 
dispatched to his aid. When he met Pewell he 
halted him, having sent back for his other five 
companies, who soon arrived. Then Moore ad¬ 
vanced about 300 yards, where he met Shaver’s 
brigade and repulsed it. In this encounter Pow¬ 
ell was killed and Moore was wounded, when this 
Federal advance fell back on the main line at 
8 o’clock a. m. 

RECEPTION OP THE REBELS. 

One writer on Shiloh describes the onslaught 
of the Rebels on Prentiss and Sherman as a pack 
of yelping wolves on a sheep fold. The recep¬ 
tion that Prentiss gave Hardee, as described by 
Hardee official record, (vol. 10, page 568,) does 
not look as the Federate were a helpless and 
harmless flock of sheep. Hindman, Gladen and 
Cleburn all attacked Prentiss’ division in line 
before his camps at 8 o’clock a. m., and Hardee 
says “ after a series of desperate charges, the 
Rebels were compelled to fall back.” In this 
fray the 6th Mississippi lost 300 killed and 
wounded out of an effective force of 425 men. 



Sherman’s brigade was formed on their respect 
tive lines, as was Prentiss' also. Sherman rode 
to the front in the direction of the firing, was 
fired upon by the Rebels and his orderly killed. 
He immediately rode to Hilderbrand’s headquar¬ 
ters, and dispatched Orderlies asking McClern- 
ard to support him, and requesting Hurlburt 
and W. H. L. Wallace to support Prentiss. He 
then rode to the front with Hilderbrand to en- 































Prentiss, and had been widened from one to 
three-fourths of a mile by the Rebels pushing 
into it, and thereby compelling Sherman to give 
ground to the west and Prentiss to the east. 

These brigades were suooessively pushed back 
until about noon they succeeded in forming a 
consolidated line, with his left resting in the 
neighborhood of the oamp of the 25th Indiana, 
in Hurlburt’s Second brigade. Prentiss, finding 
his position on h is co lor line too much exposed, 
fell back to the line of his tents, and by 9 o’clock 
a. m., had fallen back a thousand yards to the 
northeast, where he found a sunken road bed, 
when he took up a position which he held against 
repeated assaults until after half past 5 o’clock 
on Sunday afternoon, when he fell back to the 
camp of Hurlburt’s 1st brigade, and finding him¬ 
self completely surrounded and hopelessly cut off. 
bejgifr'emlej'ed himself and his command. J 

Two of W. H. L. Wallace’s, Tuttle’s and 
Sweeney’s Brigades went to the support of Pren¬ 
tiss. Tuttle’s brigade came into position on a 
brush-covered ridge, to . Prentiss’ right, and 
Sweeney to Tuttle’s right, Sweeney’s right reach¬ 
ing down through the timber to the neighbor¬ 
hood ofwhere the Corinth road turns to the 
weetfoiShiloh. 

VEATCH TRIES HIS HAND. 

Hurlburt's 2d brigade was placed across the 
lower Corinth road, about 200 yards north of 
where it comes west from Shiloh. His right 
wing was hardly in position when McClernard’s 
last brigade was driven back from the second 
line, where Waterhouse lost a section of artillery. 
They came running through the lines of the 15th 
1 amOifSth Illinois which composed Yeatch’s right. 







I Th?se two regiments met and checked the Rebel 
advance until the 15th lost all his field officers, 
when it fell back about a quarter of a mile. This 
left both flanks of the 46th exposed, so that Col. 
Davis took the colors and bore them to the rear 
himself. He found the 15th halted in the 
neighborhood of where MeClernard had at last 
got the left of his Division firmly planted, when 
they again form a line. 

The 14th Illinois and 25th Indiana, which 
formed the left of Veatch’s brigade, were placed : 
to tha east of the lower Corinth road and north 
°f^44th Ohio battery. When the right of 
thebrigade was driven back, the Rebels hadH 
been so severely punished, that they had ceased ! 
their dash. The right of the 14th was broken 
back until it faced south, its left remaining in 
the neighborhood of where it first went into line. 
The 25th Indiana was left to guard the approach 
from the south and east, for it had become evi¬ 
dent that Sweeney’s brigade had been pushed 
back, as a Rebel force was seen in the southeast, 
when we went into line of battle. 

The 14th had not been faced to the south 
long until the f orces that had been engaged with 
the 15th and fhe 46,.h appeared in their front. 
‘One piece of McAlister’s battery was run up and 
i planted between Companies D and B, and the 
i 14th succeeded in driving back the force ap- 
; preaching from the south and west; but the 
I force from the southeast came upon the 25th ■ 
Indiana and the 14th Ohio battery in overwhelm¬ 
ing numbers, and drove back the 25th In¬ 
diana, oaptured the battery, and poured a volley 
into the left of the 14th that caused a greater 
loss in companies B and D, than they sustained ; 
| in all the rest of the battle. * 1 








• TUTTLE ASSAULTED. 

The Rebels assaulted Tuttle’s brigade from 9 
a. m. to 4 p. m., again and again, only to be re¬ 
pulsed with tremendous loss. 

A CONTINUOUS LINK. 

By 12 m. a continuous line was formed from 
Sherman’s right, which rested on the banks of 
Snake creek, up through W, H. L. Wallace’s 
camp, through the east end of Yeatch’s camps, 
up to where the Hamburg road debouches from 
the lower Corinth road. Up to 2 p. m., the 
■Rebels tried every part of th ; s line, only to find 
that it was impregnable. 

THE LEFT TO BE TURNED. 

They then began to mass for a final conflict on 
the left. Chalmers had attacked Steward on the 
extreme left of the Federal line. About 9 
o’clock Sunday uforning,iaj ‘ i battery came 
to his aid. ThjJ's he planted on his right, sup¬ 
ported by the 71st Ohio. He had requested aid 
of Hurlburt and W. H. L. Wallace^ as soon as 
the battle opened in the morning, and he had 
been anxiously awaiting its appearance until 
now, and it was not yet in sight, for Gen. Mc¬ 
Arthur who had started to his support with two 
regiments, had met Jackson’s Rebel brigade and 
after fighting it until after 2 p. m., had been 
finally repulsed. 

STEWARD’S TIME HAD COMB. 

Steward now saw a force three times his num¬ 
ber, that he knew to be Rebels by the strange 
banner which they bore. They immediately 
opened on him with their artillery. He at onoe 
repaired to where he had left his flying artillery, 
supported by the 71st Ohio,nto find, to hi's in¬ 
tense chagrin that the flying was of double 
meaning, and applied to infantry as well as to 





artillery; for all, horses, cannon and men had 
fled. He now drew back the 55th Illinois and 
the 54th Ohio to a bush-covered ridge, where he 
succeeded in holding his ground until 2 p. m., 
when his command was forced out. 

HURLBURT TO THE RESCUE. 

Hurlburt with his 1st and 3d brigades started 
to the front at a quarter past 8 o’clock a. m. 
He passed to the rear of Prentiss, who was then 
forming his division in the old road bed, as we 
have already explained. He formed the 1st brig¬ 
ade near the south side of a field, the 41st Uli- 
nois on the left, the 3d Iowa to the right, and 
the 28th and 32d Hlinois in the center. The 
3d brigade commanded by Brigadier General 
Lowman, was placed between the right of the 1st 
brigade and the left of Prentiss. The 3d brigade 
faced east; the 1st brigades right touched .the 
left of the 3d, but faced south. This was for 
the protection of Prentiss’ left, and it was three- 
fourths of a mile to Steward’s right. It was not 
long after these brigades were formed until they 
were attacked. — 

a'rebel slaughter. 

The Rebels were repulsed with such slaughter 
on the assault in an old field, that when the. 
j smoke lifted the 3d Iowa opened fire again, be- 
| cause there were so many dead lying in line the 
Iowa boys thought that they had lain down for 
protection. 

This repulsed was so diBasterous and disheart¬ 
ening to the Rebels, that a brigade made up of 
Tennesseeans refused to move to the attack 
again. Breckenridge, aggravated and chagrined, 
went and told Gen. Johnston, who was now on 









the left of the Federal line, that these Tennes¬ 
see troops would not fight. Gov. Harris, anger¬ 
ed at this, went and urged them forward to no 
purpose. _ 

JOHNSTON’S FATAL CHARGE. 

When he had failed, Gen. Johnston followed 
by Breckenridge and Harris, placed himself at 
the head, and promised to lead them to victory. 
This aroused them to such enthusiasm that they 
followed over the slope, and into the valley and 
up to the crest where Hurlburt’s men were, and 
droVe them back, but in doing it Johnston'-re¬ 
ceived a musket the thigh, from which 

he died in a half hourJgathered up two brigades 
of Breokeniidge’s corpf'Trcn. Wither’s and Cha¬ 
tham’ divisionpwith which he assaulted Hurl¬ 
burt’s two brigades for the fifth time, and suc¬ 
ceeded in' pushing them back to the river. 

GEN. WALLACE’S FAULT. 

The pushing of Hurlburt back to Pittsburg 
on Sunday afternoon was the only real disaster 
that came to us on Sunday. Our loss in killed 
and wounded did not compare with the loss of 
the enemy. We had lost three or four batteries, 
but not a regiment oi men, but the' rcpuTse' of 
Hurlburt opening a way for the Rebels to get to. 
Prentiss’ rear and compell him to surrender. 
We asserted that Lew Wallace had ample time 
to have gotton on the field with his division be- 
t fore 4 p. m.. therefore this disaster lies at his 
i door. W. H. L. Wallace was mortally wounded 
in leading his division out, after he found that 
. Hurlburt had been driven back. 

After the surrender of General Prentiss, Gen¬ 
eral Hurlburt with h is div ision; the remainder of 







W. H. L. Wallace’s division, with Gen. McCler- 
nard, fell back and formed a line of battle that 
extended from the bluffs at Pittsburg Landing 
to the bluffs of Snake creek, a mile west. This 
line covered the road to Crump's Landing and 
made it possible for Lew Wallace with bis divis¬ 
ion to come up and form connection with the 
Army of the Tennessee. Capt. Chapman's two 
, thirty-two pound guns were on the 1>1 ffs of the 
Tennessee, overlooking Pittsburg Landing. Capt. 
Webster got twenty-twe guns that had not been 
| landed from the transports, and planted them on 
I the level plateau west of Chapman’s guns. These, 
with what remained of the division’s made over 
! fifty pieces of artillery in line. Hurlburt s divie- 
ion was on the extreme left of this last line, 
i Sherman on the right with what remained of W. 

I H. L. Wallace’s and MoClerhard's divisions in 
the center. When the Rebels captured Prentiss’ 
about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, they spent half 
an hour in getting their forces in haW for the 
final conflict that was to compel the Federal 
army to surrender or to be pushed into the river. 
LieutTBf Simmons, who was supposed to have 
have bedS mortally wounded and was left on the 
Corinth road, a mile northeast of Shiloh church 
but who had revived and came to consciousness, 
counted sixteen regiments of Rebel reserve as 
they passed down the Corinth roajl to aid in the 
completion of the Rebel victory that appeared'to 
be so auspiciously begun on that beautiful ApdJ 
Sabbath. Between half after 5 and 6 o’clock the 
Rebel forces, horses, foot and artillery, came 
down on this last line at a sweeping pace, prob¬ 
ably confident of a final victory. It was an aw¬ 
ful moment for Grant and the army of the Ten- 





nessee. They knew that here and now was the . 
turning point in the battle. The Rebels also 
. knew that if the army of the Tennessee could 
not be driven out of this position that all their 
apparent success, like apples of Sodom, would 
turn into ashes, 

Both armies with their commanders were con¬ 
scious of the interest at stake, and nerved them-1 
selves for the coming conflict. The position ta- 1 
ken'of the Union army was such that the Rebels ' 
must attack from the front. The ground was 
such that the Union army could lie down and j 
protect itself, while the Rebels must come I 
through an open wood with their right flank ex¬ 
posed to an enfilading fire from the gun boats at 
the very point where the Union infantry would | 
be likely to deliver their firJ. It was about a 
quarter to six when the command was given and 
the Union artillery opened fire upon the advanc¬ 
ing Rebel columns, At the word of cotamand, 
for three ; fourths of a mile, a lurid blaze of fire 
and smoke leaped from the muzzles of the Fed¬ 
eral guns, sending shot, shell, grape and canister 
into, and through and through the Rebel ranks. 
As they came opposite to the ravine running 
through the bluffs to the river 300 yards north 
of the landing, the gun boats opened an enfilad¬ 
ing fire on their right, and at almost the same 
moment the Federal infantry leaped up and de¬ 
livered their fire. A rebel writer says : “ Five 

times we went down into this valley and shadow 
of death." It was beyond the power of human 
endurance to stay in front of such a maelstrom 
of destruction and death. For half an hour a 





more furious rattle of small arms or a heavier 
thunder of artillery had never been heard on 
this continent, and then, except an occasional 
shot, all was still. The vaunting Rebel host had 
shrunk back from before the Army of the Ten¬ 
nessee torn, bleeding, and defeated, and before 
r \mmen’s brigade crossed the Tennessee or a 
Brigade of Lew Wallace’s Division came in sup¬ 
porting distance, nearly every officer and man in 
the Army of the Tennessee felt and knew that 
the crisis in the battle of Pittsburg Landing 
had been reached and safely passed—that the 
morrow would complete what had been so gal¬ 
lantly accomplished in the last hour’s fight at 
Pittsburg Landing on Sunday, the 6th of April, 
1862. 

The battle of Sunday was practically over by 
7.30 p. m., at which time the 36th Indiana In¬ 
fantry,-of Ammen’s .Brigade, Nelson’s Division, 
I Army of the Cumberland, got across the river 
and came to the top of the bluffs, where it had 
one man killed and two wounded from scatter¬ 
ing shots from Rebel marauders, who lingered 
near the last scene of conflict, to rob the living 
and the dead. 

That the Rebels did make an attack upon the 
whole Federal line around Pittsburg Landing, 
i from 4 to 6:30 p. m. We show by*the following 
quotations from the official records. The words 
italicized will call attention to forces and gener¬ 
al officers present as given in Rebel reports, 
though when some of their reports were written 
a month after the battle, from personal annimos- 
ities to Beauregard, and a determination at his 
expense, to make the best showing they could. 





Their statements are purposely obscure. It will 
be borne in mind that Gen. Johnston’s son 
claims that if the Rebel army had been pushed 
ahead, from the time his father fell, until night, 
no power could have saved the' Union army from 
capture or being driven into the river, we rise 
here to say that when Prentiss was captured and 
dispatched to the rear at 5 p. m., that it was 
more than an hour until sundown , and an hour 
a/nd a half till twilight. 

bragg’s account. 

Bragg says on page 466, Vol. 10, Official Rec¬ 
ords : “As soon as our troops could be again 
formed (humbug, they were already formed) and 
put in motion, the order was given to move for¬ 
ward at all points and sweep the enemy from the 
field. * * * Just at this 

time an order was received from the command¬ 
ing General to retire from the field.” Gol. Ro¬ 
bert A. Cheselman, Gen. Beauregard’s ade-camp 
sags, The order was not issued until six o’clock’’ 
It is claimed that Beauregard was at Shiloh 
meeting house when he issued it. Shiloh church 
was three miles away from Pittsburg Landing, 
so. that it would take a half hour to deliver the 1 
order, that would bring us up to the twilight 
hour, that is claimed as the hour of retirement 
by Bragg and all his coadjutors. Bragg admits 
that before the order came for them to retire, that 
the movement commenced with every prospect »f 
success, though a heavy battery in our front 
(Webster's guns) and the gun boats on our right 
seemed determined to dispute every inch of 
ground. 

We suspect that they had more to do with the 






retircipent of the Rebel forces, than Gen. Beau- | 
regard's order had. 

PATOND ANDERSON’S DELICATE ACCOUNT OP IT 
Gen. Ruggeles directed me to take a road that 
was not far to my left, and moved down toward 
the river. I had not proceeded far when over¬ 
taking me he ordered a halt until some artillery , 
could he taken to the front, when he would give I 
further directions. Soon after halting several 
.'brigades two of Gen. Polks and Hardies com¬ 
mand, filed across the road in front of me (there 
must have been sixteen regiments that Capt. j 
Simons counted moving down to the attack on 
Pittsburg Landing) and moved off to the left at. 
a right angle to the road, and commenced form¬ 
ing line of battle. Several batteries passed down i 
the road in the direction of Pittsburg Landing., 
One soon returned and filed into the field where | 
the infantry was forming. The enemies gun¬ 
boats now opened fire. Gen. Ruggeles now or¬ 
dered me to move forward and gain a little hol¬ 
low to the right, when I called a halt. We oc-’ 
oupied this position ten or fifteen minutes, when 
one of Gen. Ruggeles staff ordered me to retire 
to the enemy’s camps, beyond the range of his 
guns. In filing off from this position, several 
men were killed and many wounded by the ex¬ 
ploding shells of the,, enemy.” Yol. 10, page 


POOL MODESTLY MENTIONS HE WAS THERE. 

“ My command then with a portion of the 
brigade moved forward as far within range of 
the heavy guns of the^Tennessee river, when we 
were for some time exposed to the enemy’s shells. 





One or two of my command were either killed 
or mortally wounded while under the fire.” 

AUGUSTUS RICHARDS REPORTS. 

“ On ray way I,.met. Gen. Bcecke.nridge and 
asked him for further orders, he directed m§ to 
join Gen. Chethams brigade, but in case I should 
not find it, to join any other brigade where I 
could make myself the most useful. Not find¬ 
ing Gen. Chetham s brigade, and meeting my 
own commander Paton Anderson, I of course 
joined his brigade and kept up fighting under his 
command until the order to retreat was issued." 

W. A. STANLY SAYS NIGHT STOPPED IT. 

“ We were then ordered to join the command 
in that direclinn. which was reported to have 
the enemy badly routed and driving them^toward 
their gunboats. After proceeding some distance 
we found ourselves in the range of shot and 
shell fired from the boats of the vicinity. At 
this point night put an end to the action for the 
day.” 

P. POND BRIGADE COMMANDER REPORTS ON PAGE 

518. 

“ The camp on my right was subsequently i 
abandoned by the enemy (evidently Sweeney’s: 
of W. H. L. Wallaces’ division) and occupied by 
our troops, the enemy withdrawing his battery. 1 
I heard sharp living on my right, on that camp 
in which the 38 th Teunessee was engaged before 
it united with the brigade. The camp to my 
left continued to be occupied in considerable 
force, (McArther) as the duty of guarding the I 
left was placed in my hands, and being separa- ■ 
ted about a quarter of a mile from the forces 







| immediately on my right. I felt that every rash 
I or ideongiderate advance, or the engagement of 
my troops >might result in the exposure of our 
| left and rear, and therefore made no attack on 
I it. The charge on the enemys battery by which 
1 the 18th lost heavily was not in accordance with 
my judgment. I did it reluctantly and in obe¬ 
dience to pre-emtory orders. If left to myself 
! I had the means of taking it, and would have 
taken it in twenty minutes after my battery had 
been brought into action There was a wide gap 
between my left and Owl creek. 'I was alone 
with my brigade, without anything to support my 
own rear and left of the general line, and there¬ 
fore felt it my duty to take every step with ex¬ 
treme caution, and keep my force in hand, to 
hold Owl creek against any and every contin¬ 
gency. 

I would mention that on Sunday evening, just 
after the firing had ceased, I heard cheeripg on 
the river below me, evidently proceeding from a 
large force, to which my men responded, think¬ 
ing it to be from their friends, and when the 
cheering ceased, a band played the air of “ Hail 
Columbia.” 

Here are several things to be noted, Pond held 
the left of the Hebei line, that brought him in 
front of Sherman who when Pond attempted to 
capture one of his batteries licked him out of 
his boots. Second, Pond and his men were cog¬ 
nisant of the attack of the Rebel forces on every 
part of the Union lines after 5 o’clock p. m, on 
Sunday*. When the firing ceased they heard 
cheering by a large force and evidently took it, 
that their attack had been successful, from the 
fact that his men responded to the cheering, un- 







til he aud they heard the band playing “ Hail j 
Columbia’.’ on a boat. 1 laid on a boat wounded, | 
just about opposite to where the flag staff -stands 
in the National Cemetery, I remember the eheer 
that went up from that part of the Army of the J 
j Tennessee, who were near Pittsburg Landing 1 
when'the 36th Indiana, the advance of Ammens’ 
brigade landed and came to the top of the bluffs, 
and that “Hail Columbia” was played. 

WITHERS BY BRAGGS’ COMMAND TRIES HIS HAND, 

PAGES 533-4. 

• The order was given by Gen. Bragg who was 
present on the flight which ended the fierce fight- 
! with the capture of Prentiss to sweep everything, 

! forward. Orders were given to brigade com-: 
manders to charge the batteries; while orderlies' 
were dispatched to bring reinforcements, when 
to my astonishment a large portion of the com-< 
maud was observed to move rapidly by the left.! 
flank from' under fire. 

We will be better prepared to understand the j 
reason why these “ troops marched by the left 
flank from under fire,” when we here Chalmers.- 
‘ and Jackson, pages 550, 551, 555. 

CHALMERS. 

“ It was about four o’clock in the evening, and | 
after distributing ammunition, we received or¬ 
ders from Gen. Bragg to drive the enemy into 
the riveri" My brigade together with that of 
Brigadier<Oeneral Jackson, filed to the right, and 
formed facipg the river, and endeavored to press 
forward to the waters edge, but in attempting to 
mount the last ridge we were met by a fire from 
a whole line of batteries protected by infantry 
and assisted by shells from gunboats. Our men 








struggled vainly to ascend the hill, which was I 
very steep, making charge after charge without 
success, but continued until night closed hostil- 
itieiiaen both sides.” _ .. 

It doesn’t seem that Beauregard’s order issued i 
at Shiloh meeting house, three miles away at 6 
p. m., reached these Rebels, until twilight was 
coming on. Read Paton Anderson’s report on 
page 499 in the light of Gen. Chalmers, and it 
will he seen that there were other causes, that 
were more effective in that “ left flank movement 
from under fire” than the order of Gen. Beaure¬ 
gard issued at #p. m., three miles from where 
his troops were then fighting. 

JACKSON. 

“ An officer of the Texas regiment was sent to 
receive the surrender which he did, along with 
the swords of officers. Cavalry being sent 
around to our right, took charge of the prisou- 
ers and carried them to the rear. * 

| My brigade was ordered to change direction, 
again, face towards Pittsburg, where the enemy 
appeared to have made a last stand, and to ad¬ 
vance upon biin, Gen. Chalmers brigade being 
again on my right, and extending to the swamps 
of the Tennessee river. Without ammunition 
and vgith only their bayonets to rely on. Stead¬ 
ily my men advanced under a heavy fire from 
light batteries, siege piece,=' and gunboats. Pass- 
! ing through the ravine, they arrived near the 
; crest of the opposite hill upon which the ene¬ 
my’» ; b.atteries were, but could not be urged fat's 
ther without support Sheltering themselves" 1 
against the precipitous sid»s of the ravine, they- 
remained under this tire .some lime. 









Finding an advance without oappoit impracti¬ 
cable, remaining under the fire usi'hw, aud be¬ 
lieving any further forward movement should be^ 
made simultaneously along our whole line.. I‘i 
; proceeded to obtain orders from Gen. Withers, 
but before seeing him was ordered by a staff offi¬ 
cer to retire. This order was announced to me 
as coming from Gen. Beauregard, and was 
promptly communicated to my command.” 

LET US SEE WHAT TIME IT SOW WAS. 

“ In the darkness of the night which had 'fal¬ 
len upon us, my regiments became separated! 
from each other etc.” 

It will be remembered by the reader that when 
they were whipped on Sunday afternoon at 5 
o'clock .and after, Johnston’s son, William Pres¬ 
ton and Bragg assumed that Beauregard did not 
push the fight after the fall of Gen. A. S. John¬ 
ston at 2:30 p. m. Beauregard and his friends 
| claim that they did push the fight up to 6 o'clock 
p. m., and afte^all of which is abundantly proved? 
by the authorities we here quote, and is a mat¬ 
ter of personal knowledge to every man of thh 
Army of the Tennessee, who stood in that last 
line from Pittsburg Landing to the bluffs over- j 
looking the bridge on Snake creek. 

CONCLUSION. 

As a conclusion we introduce the statement of j 
Col. Alexander, Robert Chishlom, and ade-camp 
on Gen. Beauregard’s staff. He writes a letter 
to refute the statements made by Hardee, Bragg 
and William Preston Johnston, that the fall of 
Gen. A. S. Johnston and Beauregard’s order to 
retire"from the fight on Sunday, cheated the, 








Rebels out of'.a tf ell wdn victory at SKilblL 

Col. Chisholm states irulcorroborate his.state¬ 
ments with ample evidenccpfftstthe order to 
cease fighting and retire for the night, was not 
given until about G o’clock in the afternoon on 
Sunday when the Rebels had beep under fire for 
twelve hours, and while Gen. Hardee’s corps was 
still fighting, when the order was issued at 6 p. 
m. (the Federal line was from Pittsburg Landing 
to the bluffs of Snake creek) his corps had been 
brought to a definite stand still, and was badly 
broken and scattered, and an effort to urge it 
forward was a signal failure. He said the same 
was true of Bragg’s and Polk Corps. In the 
last hour the Army of the Tennessee bad won 
a signal victory. 

FORCES AT CLOSE OP DAY. 

Pond’s Rebel Brigade took up a position a 
mile west of Sherman’s line, covering the ford 
over Owl Creek to Purdy, in order to protect the 
left flank of the Rebel Army. Chalmers with 
his men, spent the night in the old field that 
Hurlburt’s headquarters were in, and where 
Prentiss surrendered, to watch and protect that 
Rebel’s right. The remainder of the army stay¬ 
ed in our camps that lay between where he and 
Pond was. What was left of W. H. L. Wallace’s 
Division bivouacked in that portion of their 
camp that was inside of the last Federal line of 
battle. What remained of Prentiss’s men spent 
the night with Hurlburt’s Division, in front of 
the reserve artillery, near the bluffs. McClern- 
ard’s Division spent the night along the east 
face of W. H. L. Wallace’s camps, while Gher¬ 
man’s Division bivouacked on the last line of 
battle. 






Monday’s fight. 

We go to the trouble of writing the history of' 
the battles of Shiloh, because much that is pass- 
-isg^hrough the, mess, is more fiction than fact. 

J To illustrate, w6 reacf recently a letter with a 
man's name signed to it, stating that when the 
Rebels attacked Hilderbrand’s brigade, Col. 
Apler, of the 53d Ohio, rode up to his men bo- 
fore they had been fired on and cried out, “Yond¬ 
er they come, men take care of yourselves;” 
when they rose up and poured a volley into 
Waterhouse s battery and fled. Col. Waterhouse 
happens to live in this city. When I read this 
statement, I went and asked him about it. He 
said that the 52d played the paltroon, but that 
they did not run before they were fired upon, 
neither did they pour a volley into his battery 
as they fled. 

I Gen. Nelson got his Division over the river 
by midnight Sunday night. They bivouacked 
until day began to break, on the north margin 
I of the little creek, up whicn one of the gunboats 
fired Sunday afternoon—it was 300 or 400 yards 
I south of Hurlburt's lines. Crittenden got two i 
brigades of his Divison up before day. Mon¬ 
day morning, and McCook came up with two of 
Ins before Nelson and Crittenden had got into 
motion after their formation, and before Me- J 
Cook bad any fighting to do, his Third Brigade I 
got up. 

GK.OUND ASSIGNED. 

It was agreed beteen Buell and Grant that 
Buell should take the territory that lay to the 
cast of the lower Corinth road, while his army 
I should cover the ground west of it. ‘ It took all I 
j of Buell’s men to cover the ground assigned | 






tjiem, and that was less than one-hall of it, so 
the Division of W. H. L. Wallace, now under 
command of Gen. Tulle, was lent to the Army of 
the Cumberland as a reserve force. The 15th 
Michigan, of Prentiss’s Division, was lent to Mc¬ 
Cook’s Division. We throw these facts in here 
to show that the Army of the Tennessee was not 
a disorganized mob after its fight on Sunday, as 
history, made up from the reports of fugitives 
and angry newspaper reporters, has made it ap¬ 
pear. The right wing of the Federal army was, 
on the extreme right, Lew Wallace’s Division t 
which had got up, and moved through W. H, L. 
Wallace’s camps, and taken up a position On the 
east side of Briar Creek near where it puts into 
Snake Creek. Sherman was on his left and Mc- 
Clernard on Sherman’s left, while Hurlburt 
marched his division to the support of the Army 
of the Tennessee, as Tuttle did the 2d Division, 
as a; support to the Army of the Cumberland. 

FORMATION OF THE ARMY. 

When Nelson moved to the attack, he formed 
Ammens on his left, Bruce in the center, and 
Hazea on the right. Crittenden formed Smith’s 
Brigade on the right of Nelson, Gen. J. T. 
Boyle’s Brigade formed to the right and rear of 
Smith's while McCook was to wait in the lower 
Corinth road, so that when Nelson and Critten- 
den had doubled the Rebel line back, he could 
press them on the south side of the lower Cor- 
I inth road up to Shiloh. 






f As was said, when Nelson moved Ammen’s 
Brigade, j»e found that the Rebels had gotten 
Uogether Gladden’s Brigade, Den’s Regiment;, 
and a part of Jackson’s Brigade and three bat 
teries, who were enabled to promptly check Am: 
men. Nelson-now waited for Crittenden to peats 
, feet his formation. When this was done, Nelson' 
essayed to move forward .again, and was agaig 1 
l.driven back. He was without artillery. Buell I 
.sent him Mendenhall’s Battery which promptly 


’silenced one of the Rebel Batteries. Hazen’s 
. Brigade charged and took the guns, driving the 
’gunners from their guns. But Martin’s Rebel 
Brigade was just then coming up to the support 
of this part of the Rebel Him He caused his brigade 
to lie down until the Rebel gunners had passed 
to the rear, when his men rose and charged Ka¬ 
zan, driving him back and recapturing the guns. 
■Hazen’s Brigade was nearly annihilated. The 
driving hack of Hazon’s Brigade exposed the 
flank of Bruce’s Brigade, aud Smith’s of Crit¬ 
tenden’s Division. 


NELSON HARD PUSHED. 

Ammen was now sorely pressed, but Buell 
sent Terrill s battery to his relief. It dashed to 
: the front, and became a target for the concen¬ 
trated fire of the Rebel batteries. He was com¬ 
pelled to retire; but as, he did so, at every favor¬ 
able opportunity, he would halt, unlimber, and 
pour a storm of grape and cannister into the 
long line of Rebel infantry that were attempt¬ 
ing to charge. 

FIRST DAY MEN TO THE RESCUE, 
k ; Gen. Tuttle now sent the 2nd Iowa around 
■the left of Ammon’s brigade, to take the Rebels 
' that were ..pushing him back, in flank. At the 
saint imo the doth Illinois of Sherman's Divis- 






ion, which had became detached from its com- 

mand and had fallen in with Tattle, was sent to 
the support of Terrill’s battery which enabled it 
to come into battery,- and these combined forces 
drove the Rebels from Ammen’s front to trouble 

While the.events narrated were going on, 
Smith, of Crittenden’s Division, had sent skir- 
i mishers-across an open field to the edge of a 
i I wood. . Smith's skirmishers now fell back to the 
brigade' lines, but when sent ]?ack, while Bart¬ 
lett’s battery opened upon and silenced the Reb¬ 
el battery. A line of Rebel iufautry now ap- 
, peared in the edge of the woods, and the skir¬ 
mishers were called back, while Bartlett’s 
battery swept the .woods with grape and 
1 1 cannister, Boyle’s brigade charged and drove' 
i their infantry out of the woods into an old field, ’ 
and into the wood's beyond. But as a heavy 
| cavalry force appeared at the end of the field, 
Boyle<withdrew his force. 

A DASH ANT) CRITTENDEN’S WORK IS DONE. 

After an hour of quiet, a furious attack was 
made on Smith’s brigade. Smith soon repulsed 
them when a running fight took place! Smith’s 
brigade became a column of attack. The fear- 
, lessly brave in the front—another and larger 
class behind these, and a good many lingered far 
to the rear. The Rebels perceiving this, turned i 
on Smith, repulsed and drove him nearly to the J 
place from whence he started, when he succeeded ! 
in rallying his men and again drove the Rebels : 

I to within 600 yards of their battery. Here, in , 

; a ravine. Smith hailed with his brigade until • 
j Mendenhall could, come up and bring his bat 1 
i tery into action, when Smith again charged cap- ( 

| tured and held the Rebel battery. This ended j 
! the battle in Crittenden's front. 







THE ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE. 

Gen. Lew Wallace, who was on the Federal 
right at dawn discovered Kctchum’s Rebel bat¬ 
tery. Almost at the moment that Wallace dis¬ 
covered it, the 20th Ohio discharged their gnns 
in order to clean and reload them. This drew 
the fire of Pond’s Rebel brigade. After a short' 
but sharp fight, Pond was alarmed to discover 
that he was nearly a mile from a Rebel support¬ 
ing column and he drew off. Grant now directed 
Wallace with his brigades in echelon, to push 
his 1st brigade to the front, and left, the 3rd ta 
the right and rear, thus sweeping the banks of 
, Snake and Owl Creeks, and coming out in the 
i fields in the rear of Sherman’s camps. 

SHERMAN IN THE FRAY. 

1 Sherman s Division on Monday morning was 
fe composed of Buckland’s brigade complete. Col. 
Steward had in hand the 55th Illinois and 54th 
Ohio, and a portion of the 71st Ohio. The 13th 
Missouri that on Sunday had become detached 
^ and fought on Sunday with MoClernand, was re- 
gained, and added to what adhered of the 57th 
and 77th Ohio, of Col. Hilderbrand’s brigade, 
while Taylor, Chief of Artillery, brought into 
line Wood’s.battery. This, force marched to the 
neighborhood of. where Lew Wallace Was efe 
gaged. 

m’clernand. y 

MoClernand moved across Briar Creek, and. 
-formed his line to the left, but not connecting! 
with Sherman. McAlister’s battery was brought 
up and engaged a Rebel battery in front of the 
camps of MeClernand s 1st brigade’s camp. 1 
.It is needless to dilate upon the operations of I 
Lew Wallace, Sherman and MoClernand. Wal-j 







lace’s and Sherman’s Divisions had some hot 
work, and were equal to every emergency, and 
were never stopped on Monday. McClenard was 
checked three times. The 53d and Slst Ohio 
having formed with his division on Monday 
morningj.when they got into a tight place, “let 
all holds go'and ran." 

By one o’clock McCook, with his well-closed 
and handled division, McClernand and Sherman, 
with their attenuated and persistent divisions,. 
aDd Wallace, with his fresh and compact divis¬ 
ion, with Bouton’s, McAlister’s, Wood’s, Thomp¬ 
son’s and lumber's batteries, formed a curved 
line, concentrated upon the convex line of Reb¬ 
els, composed in part of Clark’s Division, Wood’s 
Brigade, Cheatham's Division, Ruggle’s Division 
and Jackson’s Brigade, with Ketehum’s, Byrne’s, 
Bankhead’s and other batteries. 

^ AX ELOQUENT DESCRIPTION. ,, 

Ammunition was becoming exhausted. Buck- 
land withdrew his brigade to fill their boxes. 
Steward's brigade, now commanded by Kirby 
Smith plunged forward and made up with re 
newed vigor for diminishing numbers. Wal¬ 
lace’s left flank was exposed, and the 11th In¬ 
diana changed front and faced the danger on it* 
flank. The 1st Nebraska, having used their last 
I cartridge, the 76th Ohio stepped into its place. 
Thompson’s battery having expended its last 
round, Thurber’s guns took their places so quick¬ 
ly that there was no appareot intermission in 
t’ the fire. The 20th Ohio was sent off to the 
right to meet a force springing up in .thatflu^,. 
ter. Witt a sudden eh. irge at close range, they I 
dashed through a fringe of brush, aud drove a 
battery from the field.*/ 











THE LAST C1IAK9E. 

The Union army in turn became more aggress^ 
ive, and as the Rebels were being stoutly pushed! 
al! along their left. Gen. Grant came up to the' 
14th regiment Illinois volunteers Y.atch’s brig¬ 
ade, Hurlbnrl's division, and said to Colonel, 
Hall that if a charge was made from Imposition^ 
on the Rebel lines-they would be completely 
driven from the field. Gen. Grant accompanied 
the regiment in this charge. As the General 
anticipated, when the 14th came dashing in on- 
the Rebels with fixed and gleaming bayonets, 
accompanied with rousing cheers for Grant and. 
Hall as they galloped along at their front, meaty 
,4 the Rebels threw away their guns and tried 
their utmost to get away as fast and as far as; 
possible. This is no fancy sketch it is literally- 
true. Gen. Veatch said in his official report “ Col. 
Hall of the 14th Illinois, with his regiment,, led 
that gallant charge Monday evening, which drove^ 
the enemy beyond our lines and closed the Strugs 
gle on that memorable day.” Thus ended, the, 
battle of Pittsburgh Landing, fought between the 
largest armies and was the hardest fought battle, 
and the most detractive to life that had ever 
been fought on the , American continent un to I 
that tinted,rumor OI lou 5 auvan «‘ 

Now swells upon the mud; 

No-troubled thought at midnight haunts 
0{ loved ones left behind. 


nuipg HI 







Chapter VIII. 


Malignity of Buell and his general officers. Kelson 
gets to Savannah at 12 m. April 5. and Buell at sun¬ 
down but he did not report to Grant. ! • ant orders 
Nellson’s division up river road to opposit Pittsburg 
Landing at 7 a. m. on the 6tb but Buell holds them in 
Savanah till 1 p. m. Buell over estimates the strag¬ 
glers. And he was assisted on the 7th by more than a 
division of Infantry from Grant’s army all of which he 
fails to mention in his reports. Recapitulation and re¬ 
flections as to whether the federals were surprised, and 
who was responsible for placing the Army on the west 
side of the river, and was it wise or otherwise? 

The conduct of the officers in command of the 
Army of the Ohio divisions and brigades, are re¬ 
markable for their selfishness and injustice in; 

! many wavs; first, they have studiously kept from' 
the general public, that General Nelson’s divis¬ 
ion arrived at Savannah, Tennessee, only nine 
miles away from Pittsburg Landing, at 12 m., 
Saturday the 5th of April, 1862, and that Gen. 
Nelson did not move it out of Savannah until 1 
o’clock p. m. 

If they were across the river at 5 o’clock 
p. m., (which they were not) if they had started 
promptly at 8 o’clock, they would have been 
there at 12 m., an hour beffflre they actually 
started from Savannah. It is in order for Gen. 
Buell and his subordinates to rise and explain. 
General Rawlins says they were so ordered be¬ 
fore 7 p. m., Vol. 10 Official Record, pages 184 
i and 185. 

•.Second. While Gen. Buqll got into Savannah at 
sundown, (5:35 p. in.;) on B*tnft4fy,the 5th of 
April, from unfriendliness, because Grant was 
in command of the expedition, or from some 
other cause he did not report his presence at 
Savannah, Vol. 10, pages 185 and 331. 







Third. He and all his general officers greatly 
exaggerate the stragglers at the Landing. Gen. 
Hoyey in an address before the Farragut Post, 
G. A. R., in Jan. 8, 1882; said they put it at 
20.000. Whitelaw Reed in his correspondence 
to the New York Tribune puts them at 5,000,. 
and remarks that it was not an unusual number 
for the size of the army engaged, and the fierce¬ 
ness of the conflict. The strip of bottom land 
Fiat terminates at the mouth of the ravine up 
which the road now goes, is not a hundred feet 
wide. Soldiers guarded the approaches to 
the vessels, and a road was kept open for the 
gress and egress of wagons and ambulances for; 
a fourth of a mile up and. down that strip of 
land, and with the road kept open twenty feet 
wide, 5,000, nor half of it could ngt be packed 
upon that narrow strip of land. Half of the sol- 
; diers that were there, were on detailed duty or 
were more or less severely wounded. Deck¬ 
hands from the steam boats with blue flannel 
shirts on, suttlers and teamsters to the number 
of o n 0 or 600 were there, the most of them with 
army overcoats on, and would be mistaken for 
stragglers, so that I am convinced that there was 
pjever at any time on Sunday 2,000 stragglers 
from the army engaged at the front to be seen 
join one point. I do not pretend to say that 
ttiere were not 5,000 who skulked from duty in 
the ranks on Sunday, but they were so distrib¬ 
uted that Gen. Buell or none of his General'of- 
ifeers ever saw 1,000 real stragglers at a time. 

. By reference to Colonel Whittaker's report Vol 
■10, page 346. There was a time when Col. W, 
O. Hazcn oommandingjthe 19th brigade, Nelson’s 
division straggled so that Gen. Nelson offered 
850 for his finding, wounded or dead. 









But what we have started to say is, that neith¬ 
er Buell, Nelson, Ammen, Crittenden, Rosseau 
Hazen or Bruce has grace or gratitude and enough. 

| to acknowledge that they were assisted by any 
I part of the army of the Tennessee. Though they, 

1 were aided by the 9th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 40th 
and 46th Illinois, by the 2d, 7th and 13th Iowa, 
25th Indiana and 14th Wisconsin. Here was a' 

■ force of more than one division of infantry, that 
was loaned to the Army of the Cumberland on 
Monday, the 7, of April, 1862, and there is two I 
rir three places if it had not been for the timely 
%id and cool daring of the regiments loaned them 
Jrom the Army of the Tennessee, results would 
ffiave been disastrous. 

A The first of them to which we call attention 
*5hthe Ammens' brigade had been checked for 
the second time by the Rebels, and it, and Ter¬ 
rell’s battery was sorely pressed when Hazen 
had been knocked out of the fight, and Bruce’s 
ight flank was left in the air, Ammon and Ter- 
■ell were being driven back and ihe long infantry 
lines of the Rebels, were giving unmistakable 
signs of an intent to charge and capture Terrill’s 
battery, the 40th Illinois came to its support: 
and enabled it to come into battery, and do that 
splendid fighting that covered it with glory, and j 
the men of the Tennessee are glad that it achiev- j 
p.d for itself a distinction that challenged the ad- j 
miration of both armies. At the same t£jne thoj 
40th Illinois was supporting Terrills' battery, 
the 2d Iowa by'command of Gen. Tuttle, passed! 
round the left flank of Ammen’s brigade and 
charged the Rebels in flank and started them on , 
the retrogade, when Ammen’s men turned and ’ 
with the assistance of the 2d Iowa effectually j 








drove them from their front, yet neither Bttcll. j 
Nelson, Ammen or Terrill had manhood enough j 
to give.:those regiments ihe faintest mention 
yliile they poison th oil report- with exaggerated ( 
reports of straggling which they never saw. 

While Col. Piuith in vm.iimuid of me of Crit¬ 
tenden’s brigiV.es bavJj ;:vei.;icns C 1. Wood of 
the 14th Wisconsin. and while this Wisconsin 
regiment took, retook .. d retained a Rebel bat¬ 
tery, he reports it in snr.h a v ay, »s to leave the 
impression on the min is •. f uninformed' reader, 
that it was taken, retaken and held by the men 
•of his own command. 

McCook acknowledges the tact, that wheri he 
was hard pressed and liis left hank was exposed, 
before Crittenden had made connection with him. 
he called on Col. Veatch in command of the 2d 
brigade of the 4th division of the Army of the 
Tennessee, who came with two regiments the 
14th Illinois and the 25th Indiana, hut (len. Mc¬ 
Cook fails to tell what Veatch and his men did. 
We let Veatch tell it, page 221, Vol. 10: 

“ About 10 o’clock I received the order of 
Gen. Hurlburt, to move forward aud hold my 
brigade as a reserve on the right. We moved 
up to within close supporting distance of our 
forces od the right and remained in position un¬ 
til noon, when Gen. McCook sent a request that 
I should move to the left, and close a part of 
the line that had been left exposed by the for¬ 
ward movement of our troops. This change 
brought us up to Colonel Ross’ headquarters, 
where we remained awaiting orders until in the , 
’ afternoon. 

Major General Grant now ordered me forward 
to charge the enemy. I formed my brigade in 
column of battalions and moved forward in double 








quick through our deserted camps, and to a 
thick woods beyond our lines- in pursuit of the 
retreating enemy, following him until we were in 
advance of our other forces, and were ordered to 
fall back by Gen. Buell. In this charge the 
men exhibit great spirit, and moved in a manner 
worthy of the highest admiration. It was made 
at the right moment to preserve the flank on the 
right, and to prevent the. enemy taking advan¬ 
tage of our broken lines." 

“ It left the brigade (or two regiments, 14th 
Illinois and 25th JLpdiana, that was not detach¬ 
ed in a position) where soon after General Grant 
•ordered them to make that last charge that-drove 
the emeny beyond our lines. Gen. Veatch said 
Vol. 10, page 222. Col. Hall of the 14th Illi- 
i nois led with his regiment that gallant charge 
[ on Monday evening, which^rove the enemy be¬ 
yond our lines, agd closeathe struggle of that 
menjorab'e day.’’ 

While we write this, it is not with malice in 
our hearts toward the Army of the Ohio, it was 
made up of brave and true men, that for gallant¬ 
ry in battle made a record that they need not be 
ashamed of. But the fighting on Sunday, by 
the Army of the Tennessee with as dashing and 
brave men, as the Army of the Cumberland or 
that of the Tennessee were, in holding that 
Southern army equal in bravery and deeds of 
daring, who had a numerical superiority of from 
18,000 to 20,000 more men than we had, for 
twelve hours, only loosing one and a half miles 
of ground and finely when concentrated for the 
first time on Sunday in one compact and contin¬ 
uous line, a mile ana* a half in length around 
I I’ittsburg Landing, repulsing the enemy so com- 






pletcly, that he fell back a mile and a half from 
their front, and waited to- be attacked, tells of 
close sharp fighting, on Sunday, that was not 
called for on Monday, when we had a superiority 
in point of numbers, and when the Rebels mass¬ 
ed around Shiloh all his forces and tried the 
tactics on us, with which we had repelled them 
on Sunday evening. 

It is time for the Army of the Ohio to rise up 
above its spite and jealously and do the Army 
of the Tennessee justice. 

On Sunday morning, when we were first tak¬ 
en to the front, the 14th was detached from the 
rest of the brigade when we were within a mile 
of the Shiloh church. We were taken to the 
east of the Corinth road just in the edge of the 
-timber and to the left of the batteryto-latest tin 
left flank of our brigade until it was supposed 
that McClernahd had secured and could hold his 
position. Here company D lost its first man 
killed in battle, B. F. Mytinger was killed while 
we were charging front. We were then moved, 1 
back west, facing south and joined on to! 
the left our proper place in the brigade; 
company D’s left resting on the Corinth 
road, and company B still to our left the) 
25th Indiana and 4th Ohio batteries left! 
of us. We had not been long in this position 
until a body of men were seen coming down the 
I road. Firing commenced at once; though they 
! iiad a flag it was furled. As they were dressed 
' ia blue coats, the officers thought they werej 
I Sherman s men coming in and commanded “cease 
firing.” When they had approaohed within 
about one hundred yards of us, .they unfurled 
| their colors, when, lo. and behold, it was the 







1 Hebei rag. It was saluted with a volley from us 
and went down the first fire, but was snatched 
up by one and another of their color guard until 
three of 'them had bit the dust. We checked 
them, the first fire. We then began to ad¬ 
vance slowly as they gave back. When this had 
I been going on ten or fifteen minutes, a piece of 
' McCallister’s battery was run into the road be¬ 
tween companies D and B to take a part in the 
fray. It was at this point that John Bunn, first 
corporal of the company, was killed, shot through 
the left breast. He was in his place in the front 
1 rank, just to my left, when the ball struck him, 

I he said to me, “ I have tried to do my duty.” I 
I replied, “ You have done it to my entire satisfac¬ 
tion.” I ordered the orderly sergeant to help 
him to the rear. The sergeant took him just 
behind the rear rank and laid him down, and he 
was dead. Suddenly, Corporal Hogan sprung to 
my side and taking me by the arm, he exclaimed, 
f“ Lord, Captain, look yonder! ” At the same 
time jerking me around so that I faced the east, 
i There, right on our left flank, not more than fifty 
I yards away, were acres and acres of Rebels in 
the act of bringing their guns from a right 
shoulder shift to the position of aim, when I 
looked about I found that the brigade was gone. 
There was nothing left to resist this terrible 
flank movement btft My» x and Captain Smith’s 
companies and ihe pieee of artillery. Being t'. e 
officer in rank I at once gave the command, 
“ cease firing, about face, double quick march,” 
Just as I had turned half way round, with my 
left foot up, a musket ball passed through the 
calf of my left ieg, coming out just below the 
knee joint, in the fore part of the leg, on the 
left side of the leg bone, breaking off the. tibula. 








AFTER THE BATTLE^ 

When the Rebels sent that terribl 
to companies B and D, had they not 
straighten their lines they would hai 
us. Adj’t McKnight did not hear tl 
the brigade to fall back. He came up to me as 
I was being borne to the rear and enquiring for 
the regiment. • 

I saw the regimental surgeon and hailed him, 
as orderlies Bibb and Tunstell took me to the 
rear, but the doctor was very busily engaged’ in 
taking care of the greatest number, number one. 
Bibb and Tunstell took me to the bottom of a 
ravine that was some three hundred yards to the 
northwest of when we were formed across the 
lower Corinth road. As we rested for a few 
minutes in the ravine a little pony of a man 
from McAllisters’ battery came along and asked 
me to get on his back, which I did, and he car¬ 
ried me to the top of the hill where we were met 
by the commissary sergeant, of the 46th Illinois,, 
on a pony. He dismounted and helped me to 
mount his animal, and Bidd and Tunstell started I 
to return to the company; the quarter master 
sergeant of the 46th accompanied me to regimen¬ 
tal quarters. When we arrived, a part of Mo- 
Clernand's division was engaged just across an 
old cotton field a fourth of a mile west of the 
camp. The few men, who were on the sick list, 
hitched up the company’s team and took me to 
Pittsburgh Landing a mile, and a half east and 
north. It was afternoon when we arrived. Gen. 
Grant had been to the front and taken in the j 
situation, and the line of artillery, that four or 
five hours later so effectively checked the Rebels, 
was already being formed. Chapman’s 32 pound I 


e volley in- 
stopped to 
'« captured 
le order for 








guns were on the extreme left, next the river. 

The writer is satisfied that if Buell’s army had 
never come, that this line at the river was one of 
such strength that the army of the Tennessee 
could and would have held it. We cfoubt whether 
-W'e could have wrested our old camps from them, 
but they never could have driven us out of this 
position. 

There were a great many stragglers already 
under the bluff. We do not think there were 
ever-more than a thousmd ntbjuther&.as .the flat 1 
between the bluff and the river was not more 
than four rods wide and not more than a quarter 
of a mile long. Many of these were wounded ; 
men. The newspaper accounts were mostly sen¬ 
sational, and these were taken up by those who 
desired to displace Grant. 

The reporters were specially unfriendly to 
Gen. Sherman as he was to them, and we think 
that there can be no doubt but that they intend¬ 
ed to hurt him. 

The reporters magnified the surprise, for sur¬ 
prise it was to a certain extent, but everything 
except the magnificent and stubborn fighting on 
both sides was exaggerated by Giant’s enemies. 
Five thousand stragglers, half of them wounded, 
out of an army of 36,000 men is nothing unusual. 
At the end of the first day’s battle, the army of 
the Tennessee was not a disorganized mob, as 
the public was led to believe. True Prentiss' 
division was pretty well used up and a few fresh, 
regiments were effectually disorganized, and.fin- ; 
der the circumstances it was no discredit to their 
patriotism or bravery. They fought as' stubborn¬ 
ly as did iue older regiments until, like the others. 






they were forced back. Then, unlike the older 
Regiments, tiiey did not know how to preserve 
thoir organization, but the army of the Tennes¬ 
see was uot disorganized or conquered. True, 
the half .,£ Prentiss' division was captured. W. 
A. L, Wallace was mortally wounded, but his 
'division was intact, as were three brigades of 
Shermans division, McClcrnands and Hurl hurt's 
■•'division. 

They were reduced in numbers but uot as bad 
in proporation as the Rebel divisions were. To 
show how the Rebels'were repulsed and intimid- ! 
ated, it is only necessary to remind the reader | 
that after the repulse Sunday evening they fell 
back to Ilurlburt's and W. IT. L. Wallace’s 
camps a mile and a half away from Pittsburg 
Landing, and there General Nelson found them 
Monday morning. 

A. J. Worcester was promoted from a private 
to orderly sergeant in company D, for meritorious 
conduct on the field, and like T. A. Weisner and 
G.- W. Bates won lieutenant’s bars before the 


The movement up the river was unquestiona- 
! bly due to Grant’s importunities, his desire for 
it was such, he went to Nashville to interest 
Buell in it. But since the fall of Henry and 
Donelson. Buell was so jealous of Grant's rising 
star that he would not consent and when the dis¬ 
trict of Mississippi was formed that placed a large 
body of his troops uuder Hallecks jurisdiction, 
Buell raised so many objections and when he 
began to move it was so slow that Hallcck com¬ 
plained (official record, vol. 7, page 855( there is 
a glorious opportunity to strike a fatal blow, but 
I can’t do it unless I can control Buell’s army. 








While Grant was at Nashville, some one wrote to 
Stanton that he was absent from duty without 
leave, and that his troops were marauding, the 
officers at Donelson did not report numbers and 
position of troops as often as Halleck, though 
they ought to, (official records, vol. 10 part 2, page 
15), for anoymous letters to Judge David Davis 
and Halleck’s report to Grant of McClelland’s 
suggestion to arrest him. See pages 14 and 15. 
Nelson’s division arrived at Savannah, Saturday 
the 6th of April, 1862, at 12 m., and were order¬ 
ed to move up the river road opposite Pittsburg 
! at 7 o’clock a. m., April 6, but was held in Sa¬ 
vannah until 1 p. m., by Nelson and Buell. 
Buell arrived at Savannah Saturday at sundown, 
but did not report to Grant, (vol. 10, pages 184, 
185, 330, 331 and 332. 

Halleck orders the movement up the Tennes¬ 
see, but was so intent on having all the military 
glory, that he forbids the bringing on of a gener¬ 
al engagement, (vol. 7, pages 679 to 683), reiterates 
order not to bring on general engagement, (vol. 
10, pages 32, 33, 50 and 64). 

Nearly all of Grant’s critics claims that' he 
ought to kept the country for ten miles to his 
front clear of the enemy. This was impossible 
for four reasons: First, the enemy’s cavalry 
force was superior to his. Second, his cavalry 
was broken up into small detaohments and a 
detachment a signed to each division commander. 
Third, from Stewart on the left to Adamsville. 
■ where one of Lew Wallace’s brigade was en¬ 
camped, was eight miles. Fourth, if his whole 
cavalry force had been organized into a division, 

| and under the command of some efficient oaval- 







I ry leader, as companders learned to do later on 
in the war, they would still have been to weak 
to cope with the superiority of the Rebel caval¬ 
ry in numbers and acting on territory that they 
were acquainted with, among people friendly to 
their cause, this gave them an immense superi¬ 
ority over Grant’s cavalry. All things consider¬ 
ed from later experience, it is a wonder that 
Grant’s cavalry accomplished half as much as 
it did. 

On Saturday afternoon Prentiss sent Colonel 
Moore with the 21st Missouri on a recormOisauce 
three miles to the southwest, along the Monterey 
.road, he returned to camp at 7 o'clock, p. m., and j 
reported no enemies visible wttfttv't&rec. 'tuils’srj 
^tvol. 10, page 282v * 

Moor * Woodward held'the rebels in 

| Peabody commander of the brigade that seriFj 
j out Major Powell at midnight, w is killed as was 
I Major Powell early in the battle, and made no 
reports, consequently we have Jo content our- 
I selves with next best testimony that we can get, 
t. e., living witnesses who participated in scenes 
described. On these points wc int.oduoc the 
testimony of Col. Quinn, of the 12th Michigan 
Infantry, .who succeeded to the ■command of the 
brigade after Peabody’s death, and to that, of the 
division after Prentiss’ capture. Second, the 
testimony of Ed. Gordon. Third, that of David 
Baker. Fourth, of Hurlburt. Fifth, D. C. And- j 
erson and others: 

“ At 3 o’clock on Sunday morning (?) several' 
companies were ordered out from the 1st brigade 
to watcj), and endeRvor if Dossible to capture a 







force of the enemy who were prowling near opr 
camp. Our brave boys' marched out, and had 
not over three miles to,go’ before they met the 
enemy, and immediately a sharp firing com 
menced, our little force giving ground, About 
daylight the dead and wounded began to be 
brought in. The firing grew closer and closer, 
till it became manifest that a he’avy force was 
upon ns.”—(Colonel F. Quinn, 12th Michigan 
regiment, commanding 5th,divisioo). 

Now let us hear from the left center of Sher¬ 
man’s division. Ed A. Gordon, of the 57th j 
Chip volunteer infantry, says: On Saturday 

. j morning, April 5, 1862, company A, of the 57th 
I Ohio Infantry, was detailed for picket duty. The 
1 day was warm,’ bright and clear, and we were 
pleased with the pkospect for some long range 
. target practice—an occassional shot at the Con- 
| federate pickets, who had been very bold on 
Thursday aud Friday. There was quite a 
skirmish beyond the' picket lines on Friday 
afternoon, jmd some four or five of the Confeder¬ 
ates were taken prisoners. They were put in the 
olei log Shiloh church, and as we had never seen 
one, that evening we thronged around the church 
and talked through the cracks between the logs 
with them, and a bold, defiant lot of fellows we 
found them. One of them said to me ‘You’uns 
will catch hell to-morrow! ’ It afforded me food 
for thought, and the next morning, when reliev¬ 
ing, I asked the retiring pickets if they had 
seen any Rebels. They said that had, ‘ lots of 
’em!’and showed us whereto look for them. 
Sure enough, it was but a little while before we 
saw several horsemen about half a mile in front.: 








and commenced firing at them quite briskly, 
when they soon disappeared. It was kept up, 
however, all day long; our company certainly 
fired more than a hundred shots on that day. 
The oflicer of the day came around, and we re¬ 
ported to him what we were doing. I also in¬ 
formed him what the prisoner Bad said the night 
before, and gave him my opinion that we had a 
Targe force in our front, because many of the 
horsemen appeared to be officers with field glasses 
reconnqitering onr position, rather than cavalry 
trying"to capture or kill our pickets. This state 
of facts 1 were reported to regimental, brigade an4 
division- headquarters before noory many of our 
men had ^their Enfield 

rifles a ([the top notch, while many of the crack 
iparksmen had gone far down in front, in order 
to get a'closer shot, and we saw many horses 
jump’ a%d thought that several fellows were hit 
during the day. At times quite a squad of 
horsemen would come out into the open woods 
and loot through their glasses at our position; 
then the boys would fire at them, and away they 
would sfc'dmper. Again in the afternoon, these 
facts were reported to headquarters, and I think 
I ColoneVSullivan of the 48th Ohio, who was di- 
j vision officer of the day came out and inspected 
| affairs. He was much interested, and rode off 
I to’headquarters pretty lively, I think a reconno- 
issanceyvas sent out from his brigade, but am 
not 'certain, as they did not pass our line. 

“ That evening, as far as the eye could reach, 
through*the open woods in our front, we could , 
t see hundreds of fires built by the Rebel troops. 

\ I remember trying to count the stars overhead. I 









I was sergeant of the post in the main' Corinth 
: road, wjjich came from Pittsburg Landing, out 
past Shjloh church, and we were from a mile to 
perhapsja mile and a half beyond our brigade 
line of ’camps, which were established not far 
from the old log church. It was a long, dreary 
night to me. The 'Rebel camp-fires seen early 
in the evening had made a strong impression 
upon ot. and after talking the matter over 
around the picket fires that night, we pretty gen¬ 
erally came to the conclusion that there was 
going io be a fight in the morning. Long be¬ 
fore daylight—perhaps about 3 o’cloch—we 
heard the tramp of quite a body of men and 
horses coming out the road from camp. We did 
mot know who they were, but every gun was 
(cocked "P our post and we were on the alert. 
How 1 distinctly I remember the start it gave me 
whefiTVt 1 Jialted them, at the answer Maj. Powell ! 

- rijcroi.’. ‘ j. J 

Powell, in command of three companies oFuTEH 
: 25th Missouri. ’ My first thoughts were that all 
MissourianS were secesh, and began to wonder 
, how they got inside our lines; but the major ad¬ 
vanced, gave the countersign, and explained the 
situation; said they were going out to catch some 
Rebels for breakfast. We told him what we had 
! seen, and done the day before, and also of the 
camp-fires in the evening, and advised him to 
be careful, as there were more Rebels than he 
could handle. We also advised him where their 
outpost was. They passed on oat of the road, 
but had not gone half a mile, when bang! bang! 
bang! we heard their guns and saw the flash of , 
their fire, and the battle of Shiloh was there and 










m ,jalftut 4 o’clock Sunday morning, April 6, 
^commenced. Major Powell and his men 
fought well, and at first drove tho'Rehcis, but 
Boon his wounded came- streaming back with 
wojsd that he wanted help, and it was not long 
before some more troops went out to help biui. 
By this time it was daylight. .Jn>t as rhe suu 
came up, company A. was ruievee by e.-mpo.ij 
G, of the 57th Ohio, and our company marched . 
hack to camp, leaving a good deal of firing be¬ 
tween the troops under Powell end our pickets! 
on one side, and the Rebels- on -J... oi a< r. 'i his j 
firing was severe and could be plai-iy W...d ey 
us all the way back to damp, and should have 
been notice enough to prevent any one' being 

BAKES SATS. 

“I take the liberty of writing a few‘'tines 
about the battle of Shiloh as i saw it. i, was a 
member of company If, 23th regiment Missouri 
vo|unteer infa-ntry, 2d brigade of Prentiss’ divis- 
, ion. The brigade was composed of the followiug 
’ regiments: 21st and 25t,h Missouri, the 12th 
Michigan and the Gth Wisconsin, commanded by 
Colonel Evart Peabody, of the 25th Missouri. 
This brigade accupied the right of Prentiss’ di¬ 
vision, and the 25th Missouri the right of the 
brigade. We were camped about two miles from 
the landing on the Tennessee river. There was 
a space of about 300 or 400 yards, extending 
from our right to Sherman’s left, that was not 
occupied by any troops. We had. been in this 
position about a week when that bloody battle 
began. 1 went on camp guard on Saturday morn- 










ing. Major Powell, of the 25th Missouri, was 
brigade oihcer of the day, ani at 12 o’clock Sat¬ 
urday night he came to the guard quarters. Thp 
two reliefs of the guard not on duty turned out, 
and after the usual salute he gave the command 
to right-face—forward by file right—march! We 
accordingly marched out of camp. He said that 
he had heard from good authority that a squad 
of Rebel cavalry had gone into camp at an old 
| house one and one-half miles from our camp, 
and he wanted to take them in “ out of the wet.” 

I He told us to keep cool, and ordered us forward. 

; We were on what was called the Corinth road. 
The night was very dark, and we were forced to 
grope our way over the hills and through the 
deep ravines as best we oould. We felt our way 1 
cautiously until we came out on some high land 
| near the old houf e. Here we halted for a short 
time, when the major, with two or three men, 
went a few paces ahead to reconnoitre. While 
we were halted we could hear the enemy moving 
in every direction, and the major concluded that 
there were too many for us to attack, so he faced 
us about and marched us back to camp, relieved 
us, and reported what he had discovered to Col. 
Peabody. Col. Peabody at once ordered out 
three companies of the 25th Missouri, and three 
of the 12th Michigan, udder command of Maj. 
Powell. The latter’ had not got as far as with 
his first command when he was fired on, and so 
the battle begun about 3 o’clock in the morning 
about one and a half miles in frpnt of General 
Prentiss’ camp. The major ordered the men to 
deploy into line and shield themselves behind 
trees as well as they could, for they found that 








| the whole Rebel army was there. All that he 
■ could do was to keep up the fire and fall back to 
the main camp. The Rebel army was soon- in 
motion, as they had formed their lines during 
the night in perfect order of battle, hoping to 
surprise the Union army. 

Gen. Sherman says that shortly after 7 o’clock 
he rode to the front and the enemy's skirmish 
line Sped a volley on his party, killing bis order¬ 
ly. This was the first firing Sherman had heard 
But to return to Maj. Powell and his command: 
As soon as he saw that he had struck the main 
Rebel army he sent a dispatch back to Colonel 
Peabody, notifying him that the enemy was there 
in force, and the’ latter ordered the long roll to 
be beat in the camp. This brought the men out 
of their tents in a hurry, and they were soon 
formed in line of battle along the color line. It 
was now 7 a. m., as'I well remember, since it was 
the time my relief was going on posj. ' As we 
j passed along the boys were forming in line of 
! battle—a great many for the last time. As soon 
1 as the brigade was formd Col. Peabody ordered 
-t h e 2 ) a t Mi sso_urj, u nder command of Col. Moore, 

.. 

under fire since 3'o’clock, He-had been gradu¬ 
ally failing back, and by this time we could dis¬ 
tinctly hear the firing, which told us that the-; 
foe was coming, and could see the wounded hob- i 
blingback to camp, or carried by theijr comrades .' 
Shortly after the Mist had been-seht. out, Col. 
Peabody moved the remainder of the brigade 
aljout’MOt 1 yards in front to a ridge iu front of 
our camp. Here he did not have to wait long 
Jjor the enemy, fur by this time I could soe the 






smoke of firing in front 5Tmy post, which was mi 
the extreme right of our camp, my beat being 
along the color line. From my position I had » 
fine view of battle, as also that of the enemy., 
Up to this time I don’t believe there was an of¬ 
ficer or soldier, outside of our brigade, that knew] 
anything of the euemy’s presence, for about this' 
time an.fficer came dashing up the road from 
Sherman's camp, and, halting at my post, asked 
what that firing meauj. I replied that it meant 
that there was going to he the biggest fight that 
he had e /er heard of, and that some of our brig¬ 
ade had been fighting ever since 3 o'clock in 
the morning. 

•‘Just at this time we heard the firing com¬ 
mence in Sherman's 'front; and soon after our 
i men began to fall back slowly. When they 
| reached our color line, Colonel Peaboby formed 
our second line of battle. It was there that the ; 
ebloncl was killed. The brigade made a desperte 
stand in defense of the camp; but it will be re¬ 
membered that there was a gap between our 
right and Sherman’s left, and the Rebels v. ere 
not long in finding it out. They began to press 
through to our rear, and we were forced to fall 
back. We formed again, however, just in the 
rear of our camp where we met a part of Jfie- 
Ciernand’s division, which formed on our right, 
filling up the gap between our lines and Sbei- 
man’s. The fight had by this time became gen¬ 
eral; the Rebels gaining ground gradually until 
some time in the afternoon, when our lines be¬ 
came more consolidated. 






On Sunday morning, April 6, about 7:30, 1 
received a messenger from Brigadier General 
Sherman, that he was attacked in force and 
heavily upon his left. I immediately ordered 
.Colonel C. Veatcb, commanding the 2d brigade 
consisting of the 25th Indiana, 14th, 15th and 
46 th Illinois, to proceed to the left of Gen. Sher¬ 
man, where he went into action.”—Gen. Hurl- 
burt’s report.) 


C. D. ANDERSON SAYS. 

“I have just read two communications from 
comrades of the 3d brigade, who should have 
seen the beginning of that battle as I saw it. 1 
was in the 43d Illinois, and we lay between'’the 
17th and 49th Illinois, and on the same line as 
Prentiss’ division, but to the right. Sherman’s 
division lay in front of ours, and his left reached 
a little past Prentiss' right. 

We had eaten breakfast, mounted guard, and 
sent our fatigue detail to the river before the 
long roll was beaten, and, after falling in on our 
color line, we stacked arms and went back to our 
quarters and got our haversacks and canteens 
and filled them, and the relieved guard got their 
breakfast—and all this some time before any 
shot came whistling over our heads. I don’t 
believe any of the Forty-third were caught in' 
bed, and the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth should 
not have been, and if Mrs. Major Belle Rey¬ 
nolds should see this, she will bear me out in it. 

“A few regiments on Sherman’s left were no 
doubt surprised, for they were not used to being 
fired at, and made tracks for the river bank with- 






out firing a shot. Some of them came near get¬ 
ting shot by our boys, as they came rushing out 
of the brush directly in front of us, and were 
taken for rebels, but the vets of Forts Henry 
and Donelson and several Missouri and Ken¬ 
tucky battles held their ground till overpowered, 
and, when driven back; fought so stubbbrnly 
that the Johnnies found they had caught a Tar-! 
tar, and, old Buell to the contrary notwithstand¬ 
ing, they never could have driven us to the river 
if he had been two weeks longer getting there. 
It was about 4 o’clock Sunday evening when we 
came back on the line formed near the river. 
The rebels attacked that line in succession from 
one end to the other, hurling masses of troops 
on every available point, but made no impression 
except at one point, and that was on the extreme 
left, and the gunboats coming to Ou'rassistance, 
they did not gain anything there. And all this 
before we received any assistance from General 
Buell. 

“ With the assistance of General Lew Wal- 
lacej who came up that night, we could have 
easily retaken our camps on Montjay, and that 
was all we did do with old Buell’s hosts, for as 
soon as our camps were retaken the pursuit was 
given up, and the rebels were allowed to retreat 
to Corinth at their leisure. 

“ As to that surprise, that will never be set¬ 
tled as long as two Shiloh soldiers live. But one 







thing is ceitain, no camp was fired on before 
sunrise, unless it was farther out than .either 
Generals Sherman’s or Prentiss positions, for we 
were in plain sight of both, and saw the first 
rebel troops pass through Sherman’s left and 
strike Prentiss’ right. That was certainly after 
8 o’clock, and no well man should have been in 
bed at that time. 

“On Sunday morning whilst most of the 
troops were at breakfast, heavy firing was heard 
on our line in a direction southwest from my 
camp. I was ordered to move forward and sup¬ 
port Gen. Sherman. I had but little time to ex 
amine the ground, but took the best position; 
that could be found, to support the troops in 
front of us. An officer, representing himself as 
acting under Gen. Sherman’s orders, rode up in 
great haste, and directed me to move my brig- j 
ade by the right flank and join the line which 
was forming on the right.”—(Report of Col. 
James. C. Veatch, commanding two brigades of j 
the Fourth division.) 

“ On Sunday morning, the 6th inst., about7:30 
o’clock, the enemy’s fire was heard in my camp, 
whereupon I warned my men to hold themselves 
in readiness to march at a moment’s notice.’’—, 
(Col. Davis, Forty-sixth Illinois.) 

“Between 6 and 7 o’clock Sunday morning ] 
was informed that our pickets were fired upon 
and being driven in.”—(Col. R. P. Buckland, 
commanding Fourth brigade, Sherman’s division.) 




“About 7 o’clock on tbe morning of the 6th, 
heavy and rapid firing of artillery and musketry 
was heard to our front, and in a few minutes we 
received orders to form in line of battle in front 
of our camp.”—(Lieut. Col. B. H. Bristow, com¬ 
manding 25th Kentucky.) 

“ My regiment was ordered into line early on 
Sunday the 6th inst., upon a sudden and unex¬ 
pected attack, w’ ich l ad been made on our front 
I lines by the enemy.”—(John McHenry, colonel 
' of the Seventeenth Kentucky volunteers.) 

On Sunday morning the 6th iBst., about half 
past 7 o’clock rapid volleys of musketry from 
camps to the front indicated the commencement 
of the battle.”—(Report of Chas. Cruft, colonel 
of the Thirty-first Indiana volunteers.) . 

“ On Sunday, April 6th, 1862. an alarm was 
made in front of this brigade, and I called my 
regiment from breakfast and formed it in line of 
battle on the color line.”—(Report of J. R. 
Cockrell, commanding the Seventh Ohio.) 

Gen. Hovey asks : “If it h#d been known 
that the enemy intended to make an attack, 
either bn Saturday or Sunday morning, would 
our troops have been at their ‘ breakfasts’ when 
the firing commenced ? 2. Would the regi¬ 
ments have been formed before their encamp- . 
ments or color lines for battle ? 3. Is it not j 
certain that they would have met the enemy on I 
a favorable position of defense, standing shoul- 1 
der to shoulder, as they did on Monday morn- j 







1. If the army knew that they were on the 
point of a sanguinary and long continued en¬ 
gagement, it was important that they should eat. 
2. The proper place for them to form was in 
j front of their camps, if their camps were wisely 
chosen. 3. The divisions of Sherman and 
Prentiss were in line of battle when the rebel 
' masses appeared in their immediate front, and 
.this implies that they were shoulder to shoulder 
in the sense that that phrase implies. 

W. A. McMillan of Toledo, Ohio, Feb. 6,1835, 

” There is much being said and written, just 
now, and also great diversity of opinion, as re¬ 
gards whether or not the battle of Shiloh was 
a surprise to the Union forces. I was at that 
time a member of company F, 2d Illinois, inde¬ 
pendent cavalry, on detached duty with Brig. 
Gen. W. T. Sherman, commanding 5th division 
Union army at Shiloh. My duty, in part, was 
the wording of orders, dispatches, and other pa¬ 
pers eminating at or passing through the Adju¬ 
tant General’s office at headquarters, 5th divis- 

Late on Saturday evening before the battle of 
Shiloh, a scouting party, consisting of a detach¬ 
ment of the 4th Illinois cavalry, and perhaps a 
part of the 5th Ohie cavalry, sent out that day 
by order of Gen. Shertaan, returned and report¬ 
ed that 1 a large body of the enemy was in our 







immediate front.’ Gen. Sherman immediately 
sent the following dispatch to Gen. Grant, whose 
headquartes were on. a steamboat at Pittsburg 
Landing, some three miles in our rear. The 
substance of the dispatch was as follows, it hav¬ 
ing passed through my hands: 

‘ The ememy is in strofig force in our front, I 
cannot tell whether they intend attack, or only a 
reconnoissance in force.’ 

Gen. Grant replied that he had just been 
thrown from his horse and severely injured, and 
desired Gen. Sherman to inform other division 
commanders to the fact, and to take such pre¬ 
cautionary measures as he thought best. Gen. 
Sherman had in the meantime informed his brig¬ 
ade commanders of the near approach of the 
enemy, and directed them to hold their com. 
mands ready for instant action. Gen. Sherman 
also communicated the facts to other division 
commanders. 

I am fully satisfied that Gen. Sherman was 
not ignorant of the threatened danger, but her 
instructions to his own officers, and information 
to other commanders was disregarded, and sur- \ 
prise was only to those who had neglected to I 
make preparation to meet the enemy, and have i 
since claimed that the blame should be laid at 
somybody else’s door. I am also fully satisfied j 
that even had not Buell arrived, the tide of bat-1 
tie would have been turned’and the Union forces | 








have been victorious the Monday following. I 
am of the opinion that Gen. Johnson’s assertion; 
that ‘ certain Rebel troops watered their horses 
in the Tennessee,’ is entirely imaginary, as there 
are two reasons why they did not—one that the 
banks of the river at that part of the battle 
ground are so steep that a horse cannot get with¬ 
in 100 yards of the water, and the other reason 
is that the Union gunboats lying in the river 
would have prevented it, as they did the turning 
of the left of our line late Sunday afternoon. 

The letter of George W. Palmer, copied into 
the Blade from the Madison Courier, with the 
letter of Xagal and W. A. McMillan, of Toledo, 
have emboldened me to write on two of those 
disputed points. 

First, it is surprising that Comrade Palmer 
never knew of Gen. Halleck’s suspending Gen. 
Grant from command, before he read the.Gener- j 
al’s article in the Ceutury Magazine, through 
the information which he gives is important as a 
side light in the history of events then trans¬ 
piring, as is Comrade McMillan. /\Vhat I want 
to say is with reference to a single sentence of 
Grant’s letter to Gen. Halleck, April 5, 18G2: 1 1 
have Scarcely the faintest idea of an attack (a 
general one) being made) but if it should occur, 

I will be prepared for it.’ This sentence, taken 
fromiits proper connection, makes it hard for the 








greatmass of readers to see anything but a com-1' 
plete surprise to Grant, and a total lack of care 
on his part to ascertain whether the enemy were ! 
approaching his lines, and if they/were, he failed 
to make any preparation tor it. as he said he 
would. 

Since the defeat of Gen. Lew Wallace’s cav¬ 
alry on March 16,1862, he had been on the alert 
to repay them in kind. On April 2, he had ap¬ 
proached Purdy, Tennessee, with a brigade, and 
became impressed that at that place there was at 
least 12,000 troops, and as many more atBethtl, 
four miles further back.. He notified Grant of 
this, gnd that it was his opinion thht they medi¬ 
tated, a descent on Crump’s Landing. Grint, I 
ffiMr&iTs-actioB, evidently-felt that if an attack 
; was to be made, in all probability it would be 
made on Pittsburg Landing. Sherman . was ad- [ 
vised to, and did send Col. Smith’s regiment of 
infantry, from Stewart’s brigade, up Lick Creek, 
to surround a noted Rebel’s place (named Greere) 
where it was believed that Rebel scouts and spies 
when started, or cut off from their commands; 
fled for shelter and protection. This force started 
after dark on April 2, to carry out its instruc- 

The same night, Col. Taylor was ordered to 
take every man of his regiment that he could 
mouht and go on the road six miles west, then 
turn to the southeast and chase any Rebel pick- 






ete, scouts or spies to Greere’s, where they would j 
be picked up by Col. Smith’s regiment, Col. 1 
Saylor took one citizen, a doctor, and a Rebel j 
cavalry scout. These movements lasted^until, 
daylight Thursday, April 3d. Sherman and 
Grant were not satisfied, so Col. Buckland, in 
command of Sherman’s second brigade, was in¬ 
structed to take his brigade, by way of drill and 
1 instruction, three miles to the front, then send 
skirmishers two miles to the right and left to as¬ 
certain if there was any considerable force ap¬ 
proaching from Corinth, by way of Monterey. 
This consumed all of April 3, and no sign ot a 
Rebel movement in force was discovered. On 
the 4th. Lew Wallace wrote that his former report, 

1 that a strong Rebel force was at Purdy and Bethel, 
was confirmed, and the same day the Rebels 
moved two regiments of Infantry, one of cavalry 
and a battery of field artillery to the Mickey 
house. The artillery and infantry halted there, 
i but the cavalry came on and captured a Federal 
picket post. This looked as if Lew Wallaces 
I theory was correct, that this force at the Mickey 
I house was a ruse to alarm and hold our forces at 
I Pittsburg Landing, while a heavy force fell on 
Lew Wallace and demolished him. In view of 
these facts, Gen. Grant ordered Gen. W. H. L. 
Wallace to send Gen. Lew Wallace’s two batter- 
i ies of artillery, and to hold his division in readi- 
I ness to move to the support of Lew Wallace if 






J he should be attacked. Sheftnan was ordered to 
goto Wallace’s support,if attacked, and to double 
his pickets and put them on their guard, 

Gen. Lew Wallace put his whole division in 
line of battle on Saturday, the 5th, at Adamsville 
but no enemy appeared. On Saturday afternoon; 
Gen^Prentiss sent Col. Moore, in command of 
the Met Missouri, three miles out on the Corinth 
road, via Monterey, to see if there were any 
signs of an enemy. He returned to camp at 7 
o’clock p. m., and reported no signs of an enemy 
in force. Col. Moore’s reconnoissance covered 
the ground that William Preston Johnston and 
Gen. Thomas Jordan say the Rebels came into 
line of battle on, about 4 p. m. It is a notable 
fact that Rebel time, as noted by them at that 
battle, is one hour slower than that of the Fed¬ 
eral officers; so that it may be that as Moore 
was leaving, but the probabilities are, as they are 
indefinite as to time, about half-past 4 p. m., ac¬ 
cording to otir time it would be half-past 5 p. m., 
so that when their advance appeared, Moore had 
retraced his steps a mile. After 9 o’clock p. m., 
Saturday nighf, Prentiss heard that a. Rebel 
forbe had gone into camp a mile south of his 
picket line. Maj. Powell, of the 25th Missouri, 

| was dispatched with about 450 men, after mid- 
| night, to find and attack them. He came upon 
! the Rebel advance and attacked them Sunday 
morning, April 6, at 5 o’clock. After fighting 






there for an hour he drove them back upon their ! 
main line. He was reinforced and held them in 
otieck so that they did not reach Prentiss’ and 
Sherman's lines until 8 o’clock a. m. It seems 
to me that these facts justify Grant's letter, and 
that he took every precaution to be prepared, 
and the divisions were not surprised after three 
hours fighting in their fort. 

AN INDIANA BOYS EXPERIENCE IN THE SECOND I 
DAY'S FIGHT AT SHILOH. 

L. B. Moore says, I am interested in the arti- ! 
cles on Shiloh, it occurred to me that perhaps 
a description of what I saw there as a participant 
in the movements of McCook’s division—the 2d 
division of Buell’s army—might prove accepts- I 
ble. * 

The morning of the 6th of April, 1862, found 
that division about twenty miles from Savanah, 
on a somewhat leisurely march from Columbisy 
Tennessee, io join Grant’s army on the Tennes¬ 
see River. The divisions of Nelson and Critten¬ 
den, with their trains, were ahead of us, and, if 
all'were like myself, we had but a very confused 
idea of the situation at the river, and no one, 
so far as I know, of the rank and file supposed a: 
battle would be fought until tbfe two armies, 
having effected a junction, should bring it on. 
The division, with the exception of three battal¬ 
ions and one battery of Regulars, was composed 
of volunteers—all good material, but without ex- 







penence in battle, except the 32d Indiana, which 
had once been under fire. It was a lovely spring 
morning, and we had made oar first halt to rest, 
when the dull roar was heard in the southwest, 
creating a little ripple of excitement, which was 
promptly drenched with a dash of cold water by 
those knowing ones (common to every army) 
who Seem to have been born with a foreknow¬ 
ledge of everything. '• Only the gunboats shell¬ 
ing the river bank,” or “ Grant pushing a recon- 
noissance toward Corinth.” explained “these wise¬ 
acres to their comrades, and the more reckless 
offered odds that we would go home without 
smelling burnt powder. However, the dull boom¬ 
ing continued as we marched along, and that in¬ 
definable feeling which seems to precede great 
battles began to pervade us—a feeling at that 
time so new to us that we did not recognize it. 

SCENTING THE BATTLE. 

It manifested itself in a disposition to crowd 
ahead and hurry, and had to be frequently check¬ 
ed by the officers. The 13th Indiana (at the 
head of which regiment I marched) led Colone^ 
Kirk’s brigade that day. About 10 o’clock an 
orderly galloped back, reported something to Col¬ 
onel Kirk, and then pushed on toward the rear. 
After this we mended our pace, and began to 
pasj the trains of the leading divisions. All day 
we marched to the ever-increasing sound of bat- 






tie. Occasionally I was able to pick up a piece 
of news js it was communicated to the brigadiers, 
and was astonished to learn that the Rebels were 
driving our men. This was entirely contrary'to 
preconceived ideas of what battles were like. 

I also overheard a discussion between Colonel 
Bass, of our regiment, and Colonel Kirk, as > to 
whether, with four fresh divisions which they 
thought we could throw in the next day, we 
should be able to rout the enemy. In my inex¬ 
perience, it seemed to me that four fresh divis¬ 
ions would be enough to conquer the whole Con¬ 
federacy ! At sunset we were nearing Savannah 
and the noise of the day’s battle had culminat¬ 
ed in a grand crash, in which the burden was 
borne by a steadily roll of musketry, accented by I 
the bass of the gunboats and accompanied ■ by I 
the harmony of field artillery, which died away 
as the sun went down, and a heavy bank of 
thunderclouds loomed up. It was after dark 
when we reached Savannah, and we halted fre¬ 
quently in the streets. Every house was filled | 
with wounded, and ambulances and stretchers 
were going in all directions. We were very tired 
but much excited hv the strange scenes about us 
and the probabilit^if taking part in the battle 
ourselves the coming day. There had been no j 
strauggling, and the wiseacres were quiet now. 
The bands tried occasionally to enliven us, but 
the notes of “ Yankee Doodle,” “ Dixie,” and j 






“ The Girl I Left Behind Me” seemed a little out 
of place, now that the wounded were groaning 
all about us. Suddenly we found ourselves on 
the top of the bluff at the river, and below us, in 
the glare of huge fires, we saw a swarm of steam-1 
ers arriving With wounded and departing with ] 
troops, bells clanging, whistles sounding, red and | 
green lights flitting here and there, stretcher-1 
bearers bringing the wounded ashore, troops 
crowding on board, steamboat mates swearing, 
and amid all the confusion the embarkation going 
steadily on, and the boats leaving as fast as 
loaded. We soon found ourselves aboard the 
“ Fanny Bullit,” steaming up the dark river. 
Then the rain(began to fall, and the men stood or 
lay silently'in their places. Every few minutes 
we met some steamer coming down, her lights I 
piercing the darkness, her furnaces glowing, and 
her Whistles sounding a hoarse cry, of recognition 
as we passed by. Every ten to fifteen minutes ! 
the ghostly shadows of the river would be lifted 
by the flash of a heavy gun, and when its thun- \ 
ders had died away the silence of the night | 


would be broken only by the coughing of. the j 
steamer’s pipes and tha patter of the rain. 

SCENES AT PITTSBURG LANDING. 

Pittsburg Landing on our arrival presented a 
picture similar to that at Savannah, except that 
in the river above the gunboats were busily 





sending their iron messages over into the woods 
in the direction of the enemy. It was a scene 
calculated to make a profound impression on an 
imaginative boy but lately loosed from his moth¬ 
er’s apron strings. We tied up until daylight* 
and as soon as the dawn began to break through 
the rain the colonel sprang ashore, and in single 
file we followed him through the mass of strag¬ 
glers and wounded, mules, wagons and every con¬ 
ceivable thing that could have drifted, or been 
driven to that vortex and natural focus of alb the 
impediments of the army—the landing. Up the 
narrow road to the top of the bluff and past the 
two log shanties we went, wondering where the 
town was, and coming into line, halted to draw 
and dispatch our rations of ham and hard-tack 
from the piles of supplies about us. During 
this short halt I found the 4-lth Indiana, which, 
with my own regiment, was from old Fort 
Wayne, and in which I had many friends. They 
had been in the thickest of the fight the pre¬ 
vious day, and I looked curiously at those fel¬ 
lows whom but a few months before I had known 
as raw country boys, but now, by some mystery, 
wejjp transformed into veteran soldiers, bearing 
traces of the greatest battle that up to that time 
had been fought on the oontinent. They looked 
to me like heroes,—thdse that were left,—but I 
had to confess to myself that they were very 
dirty heroes. Tramping through the rain and 
mud and the biting of cartridges had not improv- 







ed their appearance. The old surgeon of the 
44th, who used to proscribe quinine, castor oil, 
etc., for me at home, and had been once my 
juvenile terror and admiration, came up spatter¬ 
ed with blood .and very untidy in other respects> 
and, after shaking hands, gave me a short, but 
graphic description of what “ devils those Rebels 
were to fight,” ending with an exhortation to me 
not to show the white feather—an imputation on 
my untried courage which I immediately attrib¬ 
uted to the fact that I bad yelled most diaboli¬ 
cally years before when he undertook to pull a 
tooth for me. 

Ever since daylight there had been a rattling 
fire at the front, and soon our bugles sounded and 
the brigade filed out along a winding road 
through the wood in the diiectioh of the firing, 
leaving knap-sacks behind. Every one seemed 
to be under a strain. Orders were sharply and 
brusquely given, and the men were inclined to 
be silent or snappish. Presently, in a mudhole' 
along the road,, the white face turned up to the 
dripping boughs above, we saw a corpse of a 
soldier killed in battle—the first that the most 
of us ever looked upon. I shall never forget the 
shock it gave me. The’ firing now increased in 
volume. We could see tents through the trees, 
and now got the order: “ Halt! Load at will! ” 

FIX BAYONETS ! 

Then came the command: “ Fix baydnets 1 ” 







followed by a noise like the dumping of a cart-1 
load of railroad spikes. The colors Were Uncased ! 
and shaken out, but drooped rather desponding- ! 
ly about the staffs. Forward again we went, 
closer to the firing, but the woods were so thick 
that but little could be seen. A force moving 
across our front in line of battle seemed to me 
to be going somewhere without any definite ob¬ 
ject. 'Tfiy ideas of the appearance of ir“b&ttfe 
were evidently all wrong. I began to fear there 
would not be much to see except a little battalion 
‘drill, as we were put in line, without facing any¬ 
thing in particular that I could see; then placed 
in double column, And then halted, as if waiting j 
for something. I thought we were’fooling away 
time. It was my impression that we ought to 
rush right in headlong and defeat “ somebody ” 
without much ceremony. But it was evident 
that some one was doing some fighting, for the 
musketry firing was incessant, though unseen. 
We began to feel a little lonely off there in the 
woods. A cannon-ball came over and struck 
away above uS in a tree-top, and a civilian who 
had been with us all the morning mounted his 
horse and struck too—for the Landing. Then 
we felt more deserted than ever. Rousseau’s 
brigade went into line and we supported them, 
still in column. They began skirmishing about 
this time and the battle seemed rather a dull af¬ 
fair to us, when suddenly the firing on our left 











swelled to a roar of musketry, and the first Rebel | 
charging yell we had ever heard ring out above I 
the din of battle. The sound seemed to swing 
toward the rear, as though the troops on our left 
were losing ground before this sudden attack. 
The woods were soon thronged with ambulances 
stragglers, caissons, etc., coming from the left, • 
and a section of howitzers, trotting calmly in the 
midst of the crowd, stopped near our brigade. I 
had read vivid descriptions of Bull Run and 
thought I was about to see them realized, but 
this proved to be a small matter, as our men must 
have rallied and driven the enemy back, judging 
from the sounds, which now seemed to draft the 
other way. Presently RosseaU advanced in line 
and was hotly engaged, and we moved up in sup¬ 
port. We could partially see his line and colors 
through the woods, but nothing distinctly. He 
moved steadly forward, and as we moved up, his 
wounded fell back in considerable numbers, and 
we began to come, upon his dead on the ground. 
He had driven the enemy through McClernand’s 
camps and across an open field, rising to a mod¬ 
erate swell in the middleand dipping again to 
the woods on the other side. We could see that 
his brigrde was now fighting splendidly, and 
•moving to the top of this rise of ground in pur-, 
suit. 

GOING TO THE FRONT. 

All this time I had observed no artillery in 








our vicinity, except the section of howitzers 
spoken'of, and I believe they were not engaged. 
Rousseau’s ammunition was gone nvhen-he had 
driven,the Rebels across this field, so he halted 
on the /jse as we reached the edge of the field.! 
We moved up towards him in line of battle, and 
his regiments moving by the right and filing to 
the reaS^’ passed through our line in the intervals 
betweep.our regiments, giving us the front. As 
he drew back, all firing on our front ceased, and, 
in my Unsuspecting innocence, I thought the! 
battle was over, and that all we would have to 
do would be to pursue the enemyi This impres -1 
sion was"rudely dispelled when we reached the 
crest of the field from which the other brigade- 
had just retired. For my part, I was nearly 
Stunned by the volley' which blazed from the 
Woods In front, with a noise surpassing anything 
I had ever imagined, and which was increased 
to an unbearable degree by {lie return fire of our 
brigade? It seemed as if earth and sky must be 
rent by%he fearful din of musketry, and the bul¬ 
lets flow so thickly that one man afterwards said, 

“ you might have caught a half bushel of them 
in'a pi£k measure.” Under such circumstances 
I could ; ’iiot keep track of the time, but only a 
few miVmtes could have elapsed, when Colonel 
Bass, commanding our regiment, was mortally; 
wounded, and, about the same time, Major Levan -1 
. ney, Thirty-fourth Illinois, was killed. These I 








I aeriou^misfortunes had their effect, and the two 
! regimeSU began to give ground, while the en- 
| emy’s Tire was, if possible, hotter than ever. 

1 The brigade commander, Colonel Kirk, whom I 
had sedn riding along the line with his staff, 
and whbm I regarded with a sort of hero worship 
that boys—and men, too, for that matter—in¬ 
dulge'fbr such a gallant and stately soldier and 
‘Bomihattf&r,’ now went forward with the color- 
bearer of our regiment some distance in front ef 
the line and planted the colors there, and the 
whole regiment rallied on that line. I think he 
did the same with the colors of the Thirty-fourth 
Illinois—his own regiment, than which there 
was no better or braver in the service—and they 
responded in the same way. The firing, - if pos¬ 
sible, grew still hotter, and the whole Rebel line 
seemed to blaze with artillery. Men were fall¬ 
ing in every direction, or hobbling wounded, to 
the rear. It seemed to me 'that one side or the 
Other must go to pieces pretty soon, but looking 
to the rear I saw’ that Rousseau was in line be-1 
hind us, evidently jeady for business again.! 

(Colonel Kirk was wounded about this time, I j 
think, but remained in command. The section 
of howitzers now eame intp action and behaved 
very gallantly. Several of their horses were dis¬ 
abled, and 1 saw the men pushing the pieces to 
the front by hand, but I warrant they will never 
forget the storm they drew,upon themselves from 
the Rebel artillery. I was told that it was a | 









section of McAllister’s battery, of Illinois, be¬ 
longing to (Grant's army. The lines were now 
poshed forward into the woods, the enemy re¬ 
tiring across a shallow ravine, and the contest 
raged there for f length of time which it is im¬ 
possible for me to fix positively, although it then 
seemed quite short. All at once everybody be¬ 
gan to cheer. I did not know why, but the fir¬ 
ing ceased and the smoke cleared away and the 
Rebels who were able to leave the field were 
seen to be making off as fast as possible. _ A 
part of Wood’s division was just coming up, too 
late for anything but pursuit, although that was 
not their fault, since they came as tiiough they 
were anxious to get there. The language that 
General Wood used, when he found that the bat- £ 
tie was over, will not, I hope, be remembered- 
against him in the hereafter. So we turned ' 
about and marched toward the landing. I j 
thought it must be about noon and my thoughts, 
naturally turned toward dinner, but, to my as¬ 
tonishment, it began to grow dark almost im¬ 
mediately, and by the time we had looked after 
the wounded a little, we realized that we were 
very tired, very hungry, and very glad the battle 
of Shilob was over. Chapter IX. 
INOIDENTS^ADVANCES.. . ON CORINTH—IN AND 

BEYOND CORINTH—GRAND JUNCTION—J90LLY i 
• SPRING—MEMPHIS—BOLIVAR—HATCHIE—RE- ~ 

TURN TO BOLIVAR. 

On Sunday morning, before the battle coin- 
Jmenced, Mark Tracy had been detailed from 
! company I) for fatigue duty-and sent to the river. 









When the battle began, instead of coming back 
to the company he went on a spree and kept it 
up for three or four days. The fact of his de¬ 
tail had been forgotten, and as he was not found 
among the dead or wounded he was reported 
missing. When he came back, Lieut. Cox told 
him of the report and that military reports 
must not lie, and that they would have to kill 
him to make the report true. Tracy said, “Lieu¬ 
tenant, when ye’s does that, give me your ad¬ 
dress for-the next world so that I can write 

When I was taken on board the Hannibal, a 
small steamer, the first man I saw was F. P. Ved- 
der of Carrollton. He was commissary of the 
61st regiment, and the exposure and fatigues of 
camp life had made him sick, hut it was no use 
for a man to say then and there that he was sick, 
it was paid no attention to. A sick man could 
only expect sympathy from the wounded. I was 
furnished a state-room, I took Mr. Ve'dder in 
with me on Sunday night, but on Monday morn¬ 
ing he was crowded out by the wounded. On 
Monday night, Chaplains Rutledge and Jacques 
were up all night caring for the wounded on the 
Hannibal. There was. not an hoyir all night, 
when their voices could not be heard in conver¬ 
sation with the suffering, as they administered to> 
thftir bodily wants, and sang to or prayed for the 
dying. I never knew how much tenderness 







could be in a man's heart until I saw them as 
“ ministering angels ” among the wounded and 
dying at Pittsburg Landing. 

Lieut. Simons of company P was shot through 
the lungs and left for dead on the Corinth road. 
After Albert Sidney Johnson was killed and 
Beauregard had assumed command, he and his 
staff came upon Simons. Beauregard wai very 
anxious to get reliable information on a variety 1 
I of subjects, and as Tom was a fine intellectual] 
lobking fellow and was still breathing, Beaurc- 
gard’s medical director examined him and said: 
he could bring him to consciousness.' To this 
end he gave him brandy and some morphine,: 
and soon he was able to speak. They C[uestion- 1 
ed him as to the number and disposition of the: 
Federal forces, all of which Tom could tell noth¬ 
ing about, or if he knew would not tell. They 
questioned him as to the distance to Pittsburgh | 
Landing, he told them that it was a mile and a 
half to the Landing. Beauregaid safd accord- 
| ing to his maps it could not he more than a mile 
Tom told them he had been over the road often 
and knew it was a mile and a half. Then Beau-, 
regard said it made no difference how far it was, ■ 
he must get there by night. Tom told him he 
would have a “hell of a time doing it.’’ Con-; 
trary to all human appearances Tom recovered 
from his wound and was an aid to Gen. Palmer 
at the battle of Stone river. 





I believe it did not become necessary for him 
tb do what he told the boys while we lay at 
Camp Lamine, he was going to do in order to get 
on the General’s staff. 

As soon as the dead were buried and things 
were straightened up in camp, the men who had 
gone through th.e fiery baptism of the two days 
fight at Pittsburg Landing unhurt, started out 
to find their wdunded comrades to expiess their 
love and sympathy. How it did elevate our no¬ 
tions of humanity to see great burly, rough look¬ 
ing men bending over the prostrate form of a 
wounded and suffering comrade, and with tears 
in their eyes, softened voices and tender words, 
lovingly as a woman, ministering to their wants 
and trying to cheer and comfort them. Many a 
feud was healed up as men were merging from 
the shadows of that fearful conflict. 

On Friday the 1.1th, they started the boat I 
was on for St. Louis. F. R. Gray accompained me 
as nurse, and a capital one he was. We got to 
St. Louis on the 14th. Dr. Hogins said)he didn’t 
have power to grant furloughs, but wished all 
officers would resuipe the responsibility and go 
home. I asumed it and got to Greenfield the 15th. 

After the battle the regiment moved some 
three miles'further to the south and camped 
near where the rebel supply train lay during 1 
the battle. They were panic stricken when 
they were driven from the field, judging from 






the amount of property they destroyed which 
.included everything the men could not carry. 
There was a heavy rain Sunday night of the 
battle, hence the roads were in bad condition 
for heavily loaded wagons. 

The 14th regiment lay in this-camp until 
May 4th. Between that date and thd 9th they 
had moved forward by easy marches to within 
four miles of Corinth. The men were ahead of 
the commissary train and camp equipage near¬ 
ly all the time on account of rainy weather and' 
bad roads. Once or twice they went back for 
rations. As the siege guns were coming up we 
expected Halleck to begin on Beauregard in 
earnest. The pickets commenced firing as soon 
as they could see on the morning of the 10th. 
As there was heavy firing to the front on the 
road, Lieut. Williams said the rebels wen; tmt, 
in force trying to drive in our pickets, but <we‘ 
reinforced them and the enemy failed.. Com¬ 
pany B was on picket and Lieut. Cox took a 
half dozen of the boys out to the line. Things 
were made lively. If a man put his head out 
bom behind a stump, log' or tree, rebel lead J 
would whisk by instantly. 

On the i2th the regiment'was drawn up in 
line. Gen. Veatch came along and tuade.a lit¬ 
tle talk, in which he said we mightl be called 
into action at any moment. After (ho passe® 
on, Col. Hall exhorted us to do, when'the time 
of trial came, as well as we did on tll^ 6th of 






The first breast works were thrown up on the | 
12th. The 13th, 14th and 15th we moved up 
gradually, keeping breast works thrown up in 
front constantly. On the 16th, from all ap- j 
pearances, we were ready to move on the ene-1 
my's lines. On the 18th the whole regiment 
went to the support of a battery and staid un-'i 
til 1) o'clock at night, when they returned to 
camp for a nights rest. They had been in line i 
of battle for a few minutes at a time for the 
last five or six days. We would much rather 
finish this thing by a square stand up fight than 
to lead this sort of a dogr life. 

Way 24th was rainy and muddy. Humors of 
all sorts came in. One was that the rebel sol¬ 
diers' were on the point of mutiny. May 28th 
we were called out early as we supposed to go 
on picket, but were ordered to march at 6 
o'clock a. in., but did not get off until 9 o’clock. 
The order was " Right face, file left, march !’’ 
This through us into four ranks, close to the 
skirmishers, with artillery between .columns. 
We moved in this way until we reached the 
ground we wanted, when we halted for the ar¬ 
tillery to get into position. The enemy all the 
time pouring an artillery fire upon us. They 
had. our range, but we were protected by a rise 
in the ground and we needed no order to -'lie 

One of the boys said that he never knew how 
much he loved his mother earth till now. Kv- 






ery time the rebels fired he hugged her with all 
his might. Seem the order came Bight, half 
wheel, march!" This brought us into a contin¬ 
uous line and we lay down again. Our bat¬ 
teries now opened fire until the Johnnies " left 
us alone in our glory." After being here awhile, 
a rebel lieutenant colonel was brought in. He 
was in command of their skirmishers. He had 
posted them aud gone away for awhile, when 
lie returned, our men held the ground where he ; 
had left his men. and he walked right into our I 
lines. Soon the Johnnies attempted to regain 
their ground,, but our batteries poured shot, 
shell and oanni^ter upon them until they ske- 
dadled. We were ordered forward but by the 
time we reached high ground the rebels had 
left. The rebel skirmishers took refuge in a 
house opposite us. so that we had to lie down 
Tn the hot sun to keep out of sight. On the 
29th a deer charged our breastworks and came 
through the sallie port in company B, struck 
one man and turned the soles of his shoes up 
toward the sun. There were so many Yanks 
that the poor animal was captured and soon done 
for with a shout that must have convinced the 
Johnnies that all yankeedom was there. 

On May 29th, two rebel deserters were brought 
in and reported the rebel forces at 80,000. Fri¬ 
day 30th, all sorts of rumors were flying. One, 
that Pope had a tight and got the worst of it, 
another that he lost nine and took eighteen' 






guns the day before, and another that Corinth 
was evacuated and that the 7th and 8th Mis¬ 
souri regiments were in possession. Yesterday, 
heavy cannonading was heard which sounded 
very strange. It would commence in one place 
and run along the line in rotation. Some cofijj 
tended it was thunder. We thought the ball 
had opened along the whole line. But as it 
did not last more than half an hour we dis¬ 
missed it from our minds. Seeing the cavalry 
and artillery moving off in pursuit of the flying 
rebel army, we could understand the point in 
the reports of the rebel deserters of yesterday— 
they were intended to deceive and augh us until 
they could destroy everything that they could 
not carry away ; then did it. 

May 31st, a great many of-the men went off 
on leave to see Corinth in its desolation and the 
deserted rebel works. On June 1st, the joy 
over the evacuation of Corinth was clouded by 
the sad intelligence of the defeat of Gen. Banks- 
in the east. On the 3d the regiainet passed in¬ 
side the fortifications around Corinth 'south. 
When a mile out we were halted on a narrow 
pike, to let some cavalry pass with a hundred 
.prisoners found burning a bridge. They claim, 
ed they were citizens and that they did not set : 
the fire^ol course nut. Our regiment marched 
on five miles and went into camp. The citizens 
repornWKhc rebel army badly demoralized and 








its objective point. Jackson. Mississippi. On 
the 6th, company I) was detailed to go to fa- 
! tigue duty to help build a bridge across a stream 
six miles south. <>n the 10th the regiment 
moved in the direction of Memphis. Tennessee. 
On the 11th,'Jay in camp because the teams 
were unable to get up. On the 12th, drew ten 
days rations. On the 13th, made an attempt 
to get away early to avoid the suu and dusty | 
roads, but were delayed two hours. Hurlburt's 
and Sherman's divisions are on the Memphis 
road. On the 14th, the regiment did not move 
until three o’clock in the afternoon.* The very 
best of feelings existed between the 14th and 
15th Illinois volunteers, they stand by each 
other. It took the regimeut but a little while 
on the 14th to get to its new camping place, but 
the teams could not reach it and the men had 
to carry their equipage from the road up to the 
camp. They had to bo up at three o'clock in 
the morning to got their breakfast and carry 
their equipage back to the wagons. The regi-1 
ment arrived at Grand Junction at 1 o'clock p. 
m. It is a very small insignificant place to be 
a great railroad junction. If it was in the 
north it would be a booming city. It was re¬ 
ported on the 16th that we would go to Mem¬ 
phis, but at three in the afternoon it transpired 
we were to go to Holly Springs, where wo start¬ 
ed at five p. m. and marched till midnight. At 






2 o’clock in the- morning we started on with the 
cation of capturing some rebel cavalry. 
The regiment stopped for water in the morning 
where the rebel cavalry camped the night be-; 
fore. At Holly Springs some officers went to a- 
hotel and ordered a meal. They said they did 
not feed the yanks. Sherman told them they 
could have their choice to feed yanks or have 
their houses burned, they fed the yanks. The 
Union Sentiment that northern papers talked 
about, is all bosh. Thefe is no Union people 
here except the negroes. They give us all the 
aid and comfort theyC can ■ They told us of 
all the Rebel ambuscades, and where they hid 
their corn, fodder, meat, meal and flour. When 
the regiment left Holly Springs, on the 18th, 
Tom Barton Was out hunting blackberries, and 
Backus hunting plumbs. They did not catch 
up with the company until the regiment stop¬ 
ped at a stream called Coldwater, for rest', and 
refreshment. On the 20th mail came in, the 
first for a long time. On the 21st the teams 
were sent out foraging, and on the 22d the regi¬ 
ment was aroused at three o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing to prepare for a march. Company D was de¬ 
tailed to go as wagon guard through Grand 
Junction and Lagrange. It was said that the, 
53d Illinois of the first brigade of our. division 
would be left for guard. The 1st brigade was 









compose^ of the following regiments, 28th, 32d, 
41st, 52(1, 53d, Illinois regiments of infantry,, 
the 7th (Ohio battery and a squadron of the 5th 
Ohio cavalry. 

On tine 30th of June the regiment, except' 
company F which had been sent to guard a train 
, to Memphis, started to Holly Springs for the 
second time, and arrived on the 1st of July. 
The next day the 53d Illinois, which had been 
out on,a. scout, returned, and as they approach¬ 
ed our lines they were mistaken for the advance 
guard of the Rebel army and the entire com¬ 
mand was formed in line of battle to repoll the 
attack; before the error was discovered. 

While on this second campaign, Dr. B. F. 
Stephenson, the regimental surgeon was called 
to visit a wealthy aristrocratic family, two or 
three miles from town . The young ladies of 
the' house expressed a desire to, meet one who 
; was regarded at the north as an educated, cub 
I tured gentleman, and the Doctor informed them 
that he would gratify their curiosity on his 
next visit. Captain M. S. Littlefield was a Jaw- 
yor,$|r a o',tli talkqr, and a man of prepossessing I 
personal' appearance, and the doctor selected 
him as the representative “ yankee,”to introdued 
I to the ladies. The two officers were invited to 
; dine with the family and during the after diu- 
I uer conversation the captain mentioned a num¬ 
ber of 1 persons he had met in the south and. 








among 1 others referred to •* two oolored ladies." j 
The reader may imagine that a verdict net at j 
all complimentary to the captain in particular, 
and to the yaukees in general was at once made 
up by the ladies present. 

Captain Smith, of company B, who was severe¬ 
ly wounded at Shiloh, rejoined the regiment at 
Holly Springs, July 5th. He was the first of 
the severely wounded oflicers to return, and for 
this feason and the' additional one that he 
brought a supply of northern papers, his arrival 
was welcomed right heartily. Captain Bryant, 
who had als'o been wounded, returned rather tin-1 
expectedly on the lift It. and that night was 
i quartered with Lieutenants IVdliants and Cox 
in a post-oak thicket. During the night a num¬ 
ber of members of the company were heard in 
consultation and moving about in a mysterious 
manner, and ^Lieutenant Williams, upon being 
asked the cause, said. " The 53d Indiana, a new: 
regiment fresh from boosierdom, has just been 
added to our brigade. , They have tents, woolen 
and rubber blankets, camp kettles, mess- pans^‘ 
coffee pots and the entire regulation Outfit. The 
14th is short of these thingsund is engaged in* 
the “ pious " work of cleaning out tile Indiana 
ropimeut." Next morning Captain Bryant’s 
waited upon him and pressed him to accept 
a complete outfit of eamp equipage. They told I 
him that his other baggage was lost, but that a j 





Jkind providence (?) had enabled them to supply 
him with the above articles proffered. Shortly 
after the cleaning out above narrated the Indi¬ 
ana boys laid a plot to retaliate upon their pre¬ 
datory neighbors. They procured about seventy 
black bottles, filled them with swamp water, 
corked them, rubbed them with saw-dust to give 
them the appearance.of age, then carefully box¬ 
ed them. They then caused it be known to the 
,14th .boys that they-had received a large supply 
‘of sanitary . stores,” but cautioned tb : 14th 
toot to let the officers of either regiment know 
anything about.the matter- These stores they 
were willing to sell at $2 per single bottle or at 
$1.50 per bottle by the quantity. Soon a lively 
trade sprang up The 14th men readily ex¬ 
changing greenbacks for the bottled fluids, but' 
when sundry of the coveted bottles had. been 
"opened and the contents tasted a light broke in : 
upon the purchasers. 

At 3 o'clock p. m. of July 17th, we started on 
our inarch to Memphis and at night camped in 
the edge of Moscow, ten miles from LaGrange. 
The next day we moved at 9 a. m., marched 
about a mile, were moved out of line and halted: 
until 2 p. m., when we marched forward and for 
a wonder went into camp before dark on Wolf 
creek, near the hamlet of La Fayette. Owing, 
to the rains the water was very muddy, but it 
was all we had to use. Roasting-ears were! 








abundant and we used them freely. We were 
aroused at 2 o'clock on the morning of the 19th 
and ordered to prepare breakfast. This was 
over atj|:20, yet we did not break camp until 
daylight. We marched two miles, lay by the 
roadside until 11 o’clock, then we were started 
on quick time and after marching six miles went 
into camp near Colliersville. The men suffered 
greatly for want of water and several were re¬ 
ported sunstruck. Our officers had not learned 
to imitate the humane example of Gen. Wool, 
who while in the Mexican war always made it a 
point to look out for the comfort of his men 
when on a march. 

Sunday, 20th, we passed through Germantown, 
5,mile from camp, and camped four miles beyond. 
In that distance we passed but one dwelling that 
would pass for a good one in the north. The 
night before, the pickets captured twenty-five 
guerillas, members of Jackson’s cavalry. On 
the 21st, we passed the 1st brigade still in camp 
and soon after, a house that had been fired by 
soldiers in the advance in retaliation for the act 
of the owner in turning his blood hounds upon 
them while drawing water from the well. 

Our brigade passed through Memphis at 3 p, 
m.,-of the 15th of August, and encamped one 
and a half miles south of the city in a dense 
forest. We had no tents, as we left them in the 



advance on Corinth, but we did the best we could 
: to protect ourselves by building'booths until we 
‘ drew tents, a short 'time after our arrival. W. 
II. Wilson wijo had been wounded at Shiloh and 
, discharged at St. Louis, returned with Robert 
Wylder who had been caring for Isaac Barton, 
and Albert Perkins who had also been wounded 1 
, but were again able for duty, Murray Curtiss, a 
, recruit, came with them. He •remained long 
enougli to draw his bounty and two months pay,, 
when he deserted. C. B. Cash, who was slight-1 
ly wounded went home and failed to' return. 
Samuel Walker and Charles Yoemaii baying be- i 
I come unlit for duty,-the former for blindness! 
and the latter on account of consumption, wereHj 
discharged about this tiihe. 

Mr. Melvin (whose son, a member of the odd, I 
died before his father arrived), returned on the : 
15th of August. David Henderson alsore turned] ’ 
home on the 19th. 


“Silently, tenderly, mournfully home, 
From the red battle-field volunteers cc 
Not with a loud hurrah, ' 
Nor With a wild eclat, 

Not with the tramp of war. 




(lently and noiselessly bear them along. 
Hushed be the battle hymn, music, and song. 


Silently, tenderly, mournfully home, 

Not as they.marched away, volunteers come, j 
Not with the sword and gnn, 

Not with the stirring dram, 

Come our dead heroes home, 








Thoughtfully, prayerfully, bear ye the dead. 
Pillow It softfully, the volunteer’s head. 

Silently, tearfully, weleome thw brave. 

Glory encircles tbe patriot’s grave, 

Here let affection swell, 

Here let the marble tell 
How the brave hero fell, 

Loving his country w«l! 

. Silently, tenderly, mournfully come, 

. Welcome the volunteers, welcome them home.” 

While we lay at Memphis Tom Whaley went 
to the city and got too much over joyful, and at 
night, after the men had retired, he was growling 
and complaining about a variety of things. Lieut. 
Williams who was«in command of the company 
tried in vain to get him to stop. Finally he said 
to him, “ Tom if you don’t hffsh up I will get 
the captain after you.” This had the effect* of 
stopping him for several minutes, but finally he 
blurted out, “ the captain is a heap bigger man 
“than me, but I’ll be damned if one pound of my 
fleslf is’ent worth two of his. 

While here Chaplin Ruttage married a colored 
couple at headquarters, the regiment looked on 
and enjoyed the occasion. 

We were reviewed by General Sherman on 
the 21st. September 5th, the 4th division start¬ 
ed for Brownsville, Tennessee. Frank Rose, who 
had returned a quadroon boy to his master and 
received fifty dollars for the service, was reported 
a desdTter. 







The colored people along our line of march, 1 
hailed our approach as the fulfillment of the long 
wished for day of deliverance from bondage and 
indulged in many outbursts of enthusiasm. 

' Chaplain Kutlage, tells of an old negro woman 
who he saw while on this march in a little ham¬ 
let, just as the sun was rising, her hair white as 
wool, hands boney and fingers long. As we 
passed along the road she stood in a - rantW 
attitude and said “ bress de Lord ye yankees has 
come at last, I s seen ’yous in my dreams many 
a time. I knowed yous as soon asT see you. " 
It was while on this march that the raggedist col¬ 
ored boy that we ever saw while in the South, 
came running out of a field to us, and wanted a 
guard of soldiers to go with him while he.would 
get his wife and child. We explained to him 
the best we could that an army was not the 
place for women and children, and that we could 
not afford to be incumbered with them, and that 
he might betray the guard into the the hands of 
the enemy, if we let it go. lie said that he ' 
would not do that for ten thousand lives; that 
he had been a slave eversince he had been big 
enough to drive the calves to. pasture, that he 
had always heard the old folks say in the colored 
congregation, “that when the jubilee came, that 
every man would eat the sweat of his own brow,” 
and judging from what the old folks had told 
him he thought that the “year of jublee had, I 
come.” lie appeared to loave us with a sorrow- 






he had reached us with his wife and-babe. 

On the 11th the division remained in camp, 
and companies B and D of the 14th were sent I 
out on a scout. M# For the past three days we 
ave been marching on the flank of a large rebel force 
lat could and would have captured or dispersed us 
ad not our force of 6000 been magnified into 16.000 

While here we learned of Gem Logan's victory 
over the Kebels below Bolivar. 

The next day in compliance.with orders from 
Gen. Grant, we left the Brownsville road and 
moved towards Bolivar. On the 14th we camp¬ 
ed on Pleasant Bun, one mile from Bolivar where 
we remained until October 4th. 

We arrived at Pleasant Bun a little after 
noon. Soon after we went into camp, a very 
nice looking white woman passed our camp in a 
buggy, she had a black man by her side as driv¬ 
er, and was carrying on her lap a negro baby; 
a white boy, I should think fifteen or sixteen 
years old, was following the buggy on horse back. 
A negro woman, probably the mother of the 
baby that .the white woman was carrying, was 
riding behind the white boy . and holding on by 
clasping her arms around him. 1 called the at¬ 
tention of “the men to it, and told them that I 
had heard a great deal about negroe equality in 
the Xorth, but this was the only instance in 
which I had ever seen it practically illustrated 
or carried into practice. 







On the 22d of September twenty-one Rebel I 
regiments moved un to within five miles of Boli-1 
var and during the night we lay on o«r arms 
i prepared for an attack, but next day our scouts 
reported that the enemy had retreated. Com¬ 
pany D was on picket and as soon as the line : 
was established, John Bell, Noah Boyd, Jonathan 
Davis and Tom Patterson slipped out on a forag. 
ging expedition and was oaptured by the Rebels 

Early on the morning, October 4th, the divis¬ 
ion was ordered into line and directed to march 
southward. I was suffering from the effects of 
my wound and from disease, and Capt. Simpson 
of company H, was unable to accompany the 
troops and we were sent to Jackson, Tennessee, ( 
where we were discharged for disability. 

The troops halted for dinner on Porter creek 
then marched twelve miles farther, the last 
seven miles due east along the Memphis and 
Charleston railroad, and after a slight skirmish 
camped for the night on Muddy creek, twenty- 
five njiles west of Corinth. After crossing the 
Muddy, next morning, the column was halted 
and the officers called to the front and center to 
receive orders to prepare for battle. Gen. Ord 
rode up and assumed command. The men were 
directed to fill their canteens with water. The 
14th was marched about half a mile into the 
edge of the timber and ordered to load their 
guns while a battery shelled the timber in front. 









Here the brigade formed line of battle as follows, 
the 25th Indiana on the right of the road, the 
14th Illinois on the left, and the 53d Indiana 
and the 15th and 46th Illinois in reserve. £ 
Skirmishers had been thrown forward and in 
this order they moved through the timber where 
a Federal battery opened on a Rebel battery, 
then eDsued an artillery duel for half an hour. 
The order was then given to “Forward, ' and 
ngade started across the space that iSSe&’j 
vened between them and the Rebels. When 
half way over, musket firing commenced, and by 
the time the brigade got within a hnudred yards 
of the Rebels, the enemy left for the Ilatchie a i 
fourth of a utile away. They went in such a 
hurry that they forgot to take their battery with 
them. The second brigade made no halt, but 
went on the double quick for their line, which 
were forming on the right bank of the river. 
They broke : for the second time, and some of 
them were drowned in' trying to Across the river. 
Two hundred found under the river bank were, 
taken prisoners. The Rebels had a battery on 
the opposite bill that covered the bridge over 
the Ilatchie. The 53d was ordered to-lead the' 
way .across but recoiled a time or two as they 
saw the;grape and cannister tearing up the splin¬ 
ters. Lieut. Col. Jones; got out of patience with' 
them and said, “ Stand aside and let the Illinois 








boys come." The 14th anA 15th Illinois reg¬ 
iments dashed over followed by the 53d. The 
Second brigade formed in an open field to the 
left of the road. The first brigade came across 
the bridge in gallant style and began to form on. 
the right, but were thrown into disorder for 
want of room to form on. In'the meantime, the 
2d brigade had formed^ into line, then were or¬ 
dered forward to the timber for shelter. The 
Rebel infantry were in it, but when thef saw 
the Federals coming they used their legs to 
good advantage and took shelter behind a fence 
a hundred and fifty yards away. After the skir¬ 
mishers had felt of their lines a little, the brig¬ 
ade was ordered .forward. The Rebels made a 
determined stand for an hour, but it got too hot 
for them and they fell back over the ridge. The 
Federal skirmishers were pushed forward to the 
second rise of the bluffs, where they were pro¬ 
tected, and halted, but the brigade was exposed 
to the fire of a Rebel battery, so the skirmishers 
went forward to a fence and lay down while the 
brigade jnoved under shelter of the bluff. In 
j meantime a Federal fmttery to the right of the 
2d brigade opened fire on the Rebel battery that 
drew its attention from the infantry. Another 
Federal battery took up a position on the left of. 
the brigade and opened on the Rebel battery. 
Tnis artillery duel was in plaitr view of the see- 











Sleep, comrades, sleep! Though soon forgot 
By some your valor be, 

Forget our loving hearts will not 
To keep their tryst w ith ye; 

The general muster of the dead, 

Whate’er on earth betide, 

Shall find us still by Glory led 
And marching by your,»ide.” 

Doubtless the reason why the Federals suc- 
:eeded so well in whipping the Rebels, who were 
Jiaes'.tinies.ikeu' number, was that Rosencjraus 

md nearly crushed the life out of them the day 
>efore at Corinth. The 4th division moved 
tack to Bolivar by easy stages, where they ar- 
ived on the 8th, and where our division lay un- 
il November 4th. 

CKAl I'ER X. 

IE ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE^-CAMPAIGN IN 
WEST TENNESSEE AND NORTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
-^URLBURT REMOVED TO ANOTHER COM¬ 
MAND—TRIAL . DRILLS-VICKSBURG—MERI- 

NATCIIEZ—FINAL CAMPAIGN—OFF FOR HOME 
-MUSTERED OUT. 

The survivors of that magnificent army may 
call with pride, the heroic achievements that 
11 render its name immortal as long as men 
re to read of deeds of valor. A brief sketch 
the organization of the Army of the Tennes- < 
e may be of interest not only to members of 
at army, but to our readers who belonged to 










SO WE GIVE IT HERE. 

(Jen. Grant’s command, which fought at Fort 
Henry, Tennessee, was known as the District of 
Cairo, and on July 14, 1862, General Halleck, 
then commanding the Department of Missouri, 
n whose command Gen. Grant was serving, is-, 
sued General Orders, No. 37, Department of Mis¬ 
souri, creating the District of West Tennessee, 
from which date the Army of the Tennessee had' 
its existence. In the reorganization of the army 
by General Orders, No. 59, of the War Depart-, 
ment, October 16, 1862, the Department of the 
Tenn»ssee was formed, which consisted of North¬ 
ern Mississippi, Cairo. Illinois, Forts Henry and 
Danplson, Tennessee, and that portion of Ken- 
?i&oky, and Tennessee west of the Tennessee 
.rigor, and General Grant assigned to command. 

limit-^of ufe^command’ rciri,Tiered vfrGKTTy 
the same until General Sherman moved from 
Atlanta to Savannah, Georgia, and the Carohnas, 
in November, 1864. 

The Army of the Tennessee was, by General 
Orders, No. 168, Adjutant-General’s Office, Oc¬ 
tober 24, 1862, also designated as the 13th Army 
Corps; but, by General Orders No. 210, Adju- 
tant-General s Office, December 18, 1862, the 
Department of the Tennessee or 13th Corps was 
divided into four separate Army Corps, consist¬ 
ing of the 13th Corps, commanded by Gen. J. 









A McClernand to June 19, 1863; by General C. 

D. Washburne to August 7, 1863, (when the 
jorps was transferred to the Department of the 
Julf, under General Banks); the 15th Corps j 
jommanded by General Sherman to October 18, 
1863 (when he relieved General Grant in com- 
nand of the Department of the Tennessee); Gen- 
sral F. P. Blair, Jr., to December 2, 1863; John 
A Logan to September 23, 1864; P. J. Oster- 
laus to January, 1865; John A. Logan to May 
.9, 1865, and W. R. Hazen until its final dis- 
sontinuance, August 1, 1865; the 16th Corps, 
Jeneral S. A- Hurlburt, commanding to April 
7, 1864. This corps, occupying post mostly in 
Tennessee, and guarding railroads, etc, and the 
ight'wing, under Gen. A. J. Smith, having been 
iransferred to the Department of the Gulf for 
he Red River campaign, the corps was without 
i commander to October 15, 1864, when GoUpr- 
il IV, J. T. Dana assumed command, who re¬ 
named in command until November 7, 1864, 
when it ceased to exist in the Department of the 
Tennessee, the troops having been transferred 
to other corps or commands; the 17th Cd&s, 
sommanded by General J. B. McPherson; to 
March 18, 1864; F. P. Blair, Jr., to September 
22, 1864; T. E. G. Ransom to October, 1864; F. , 
P. Blair, Jr., to July 19 1865; W. W. Belknap 
mtil its final discontinuance, August 1, 1865. I 








The Army or Department of the Tennessee 
was commanded by General Grant from March 
14, 1862. to October, 18, 1863; by General W. 
T. Sherman to March 18, 1864; J. B. McPher¬ 
son to July 22. 1864; 0. 0. Howard to May 19, 
1865 f and General J. A. Logan until its fina] 
discontinuance, August 1, 1865. 

In the roll of battles fought, in whole or in 
part by the Army of the Tennessee, are: Fort 
Donelson. Shiloh, Corinth, Black Kiver Bridge, 
Champion's Hill, Vicksburg, Pleasant Hill, Mis¬ 
sionary Kidge, Lookout Mountain, Kesaca, Ken- 
esaw, Atlanta, Lovejoy’s Station, Nashville, 
Benton ville, and a large number of minor engage¬ 
ments. Whether it be literally true or not that 
“ it invariably captured the cannon that were 
directed against it,” it may be said that its cam¬ 
paigns always resulted, sooner or later, in over¬ 
whelming defeat to the force opposed to it. 

On the 4th of November the division moved 
on Grant’s campaign that was intended to take 
Vicksburg in the rear, but was frustrated by the 
Rebels capturing Holly Springs in his rear and 
burning his depot of supplies. General Hurl- 
burt was appointed to the command ef West 
Tennessee at the beginning of this campaign. 
General Lawman was appointed to the command 
of our division, this was unfortunate for both 
the General and the division. To make the 
matter worse General Veatch who had the re- 






speqt.and confidence of the 2d brigade, was re¬ 
moved from their Command before the campaign 

Through the whole of the winter the division 
wan hacked about through southern Tennessee 
and northern Mississippi. The men were on 
short rations, out of tobacco and short of clothes,' 
until they were out of patience- There was a 
jfeeling or temper among the men of the 14th 
[akin to what it was a year ago. Since the bat 
tie of Hatchie the Colonel has been o» detached 
service or iri command of a brigade. "Gen. Law¬ 
man had undertaken to overawe the men and 
the Lieutenant Colonel felt it his duty to sup¬ 
port the General in five roll- calls a day, long 
company dr-ills and dress parade. 

We give an extras:, 4 a letter from R. D. Bibb 
dated January 2!i, IHfiJ: 

" After leaving Holly Spriugs. we crossed the 
'country to Moscow, Tennessee, (where we*had 
the roasting-ear feast last July,) we staid there 
three days and then went to Lafayette, where we 
found General John A. Logan’s division still 
camped, so that we were ordered baek to Mos- 1 
cow; it rained all night and at daylight began to 
pour, we had two creeks to oross, that were so 
swollen that they swam horses, mules and men- 
I fell into one of them and lost my gUD, but 
forgot it because of Col. Camm, who to be smart-. 
er than the boys, and to be an example to us' 






gave his horse to one of the boys and plunged I 
into the stream and went out of sight, such a 
yell as went up from the boys has not been heard 
often, he was the worse sold man I ever saw. 
The boys forgot my ducking and loss of gun. 

We went to Tallahasse river which was so 
high that we could not cross, so we went into 
camp on the south side. On the morning of the 
TOth it had turned cold and had began to snow 
and snowed for twenty-four hours, when the 
mud and snow was a foot deep. On the 20th, 
campa-nies I), E and F, was ordered to the river 
to guard the railroad bridge and trestle work, the 
only consolation we have, is that like the 91st, 
in all probability we shall be taken prisoners,, 
and be paroled and sent.home, to bask in the' 
smiles of friends. 

March 3d, we were relieved from Jgmrd dutyt 
and crossed the river, and the officers say we are 
begining to become demoralized. Colonel Hall 
I is commanding a brigade and Lieutenant Colon el 
I Canim, commands the regiment and has us in j 
| line every morning before day, because of this ! 
_the boys gave three groans for him. He called ] 
company commanders to headquarters and said I 
he would not stand to be insulted in such a way, i 
but company officers could not stop it. Four or! 
five days after this somebody shaved his horse, 
mane and tail. He offered $50 to find out who 
did it. The 15th regiment played camp town 






races when they had occasion to pass our camp, 
and the 14th would yell like mad. One morning 
as he stood at his tent door to find out who yell¬ 
ed. just as he stepped to the door some one 
fired off their gun and the bullet passed through 
the tent just above his head. He ordered us in¬ 
to line and examined for the musket that was 
discharged, but no go, it could not be found. 
Since that morning we have not been called into 
line before daylight. Things has got to such a 
passthat the 2d brigade refused to present arms 
to the commander of the division, The guard 
from the 14th has been sent back to their quar¬ 
ters twice for insulting him. Captain Williams 
got mad the other morning because I told the 
Colonel that while we have to carry our knap¬ 
sacks, while he put his negro Wyatt’s in the 
wagon and has it hauled, this made him so mad 
that he stuttered and spit all over company 
quarters.” 

On March 10th the regiment was paid off in 
order to start for Memphis. On the 11th the 
1st division relieved the 4th. The regiment 
moved to within two miles of Memphis on the 
12th. At dress parade on the 18th, Colonel 
Camm had some correspondence read to tho ef¬ 
fect that the 41st Illinois infantry had chal¬ 
lenged the 14th Illinois infantry to a trial drill 
for a bugle, to be bought by the officers of the 
regiment that came out second best, the trial to 








be on the 24th of March. The points of test to 
be first, cleanliness of arms, acoutrements and 
persons; second, manual of arms; third, forma¬ 
tion at dregs parade; fourth, marching in review; 
fifth soldierly appearance. General Lawman to 
choose the referee for the 41st, and General 
Hnrlburt to choose one for the 14th, and the 
two so ohoscn to choose the third. It rained on 
Tuesday so that the trial drill was postponed to 
Wednesday. The 14th formed at one p. m., and 
marched to. General Lawman’s headquarters, 
where they found a large crowd assembled to 
witness the drill. We found when it was too 
latejthat.we had been overreached by the 41st. 
There had been no stipulation as to numbers of 
men to th^ company or their uniforms. So the 
41st had tucked their blouses inside of their 
pants, bought McClellan caps and gloves and 
jbad tak^'hcir gun^straps off. '|hey bad picked 
their'companies down to 'twenty-four'men each,' 
. while the 14th had thirty-four men each or all 
the men they could turn out. On Saturday the 
28fh, the judges of the trial drill gave in their 
decision. It was jn favor of the 41st in all 
points exoept ip marching in review. It seemed 
that General Lawman had as poor an opinion of 
the 14th as it had of him. On April 21st, the 
regimeut was ordered out on a reconnoisance 
with four days rations in their haversacks. The 
regiment started immediately in the direction of 








Hernando, Miss. After going ten miles they 
met a cbltpnn coining in that had heen to Cold-; 
water. They had found the enemy there in 
considerable force, had some skirmishing with 
them, had sent for reinforcements and had fallen 
back till they met us. They turned about, went 
with the 14th five mil 's and then' went into 
camp for the night. When the regiment got 
into camp, they found there was in their col¬ 
umns five regiments of infantry., one regiment of 
cavalry and two batteries. We started in good 
time on the 22d and reached Hernando by noon. 
A/largo part of the town was burned on the ! 
night of the 21st, but not lire part that ought' 
to have been. The poor- folks suffered and the 
fine,houses were left standing, while the owners 
wore away fighting against the goviivment as 
generals, colonels, majors and captains. The 
commander of this part of llebeldoui, General i 
Chalmers, lived hero. After resting in the! 
court house square a couple of hours and eating 
dinner, the column moved on toward the south, 
but had not gone far before they received word 
that the enemy were advancing, when the in¬ 
fantry formed line of battle and the artillery 
took position. After waiting two hours for the 
enemy to put in an appearance, they moved for- 

! ward again, • 

I On the 23d Colonel Catnm tried to get leave, 

I to return to Memphis, first, because there was 









no appearance'.of*an enemy; secondly, because 
the supplies were poor for a march, consisting 
of flour, green coffee and pickled pork; third be¬ 
cause there was a rumor in Memphis that there 
had been a terrible battle, and that the colonel 
and all the line of officers of the 14th and 46th 
.Illinois infantry had been killed, and half nf the 
men. As the colonel’s and several of the > Hi- 
cers’ wives were at Memphis, they were anxious j 
j to get back. At eight o’clock a call was made ( 
I for fifty volunteers from the 14th and as many [ 
from the 46th to follow a colored guide to where 
the Rebels had stores hid for shipment. After 
following the darkey five miles and finding he 
had no idea of distance nor any exact knowledge 
of the situation, the men took the back track 
and reached Hernando just aS the jear of the 
column passed through on its way to Memphis, 
On the 8th of May, Captain Williams’ wife 
arrived on a visit to him, and Henry E. Backus’ 
brother came in from Dixie the same day. He 
escaped from Vicksburg through the Rebel lines 
to us. He said that at this time there were only 
about twenty-five thousand Rebel soldiers in 
Vicksburg, and that while the fortifications were 
vefy strong on the river front, that they were 
comparatively weak in the rear of the city. He 
thought that the city could be taken very easily 
by way of the Big Black river by destroying the 
| Jackson railroad bridge and thus cutting off the 







r communication. 


eeived’ 


supplies ail'd means of int 
they could be starved out. 

On the 13th, at morning parade, we i 
marching orders and started for the river at 10 
o’clock a. m. There were five boats there ready 
to take our brigade. Our regiment wont aboard] 
the Clara Bell. The 15th went on the Express, 
who 76th on the Fort Wayne, the 46th on the 
Clara Poe. The Nebraska was commissary, and 
the .Emerald was the headquarters boat. We 
got away at 5 p. m. On our way down the' 
river on the 15th, the Fort Wayne was fired in-: 
to by concealed Rebels from the river bank on: 
the Arkansas shore. Three men were slightly 
wounded. The 76th returned the fire, while the 
| gun boats moved up and threw shells into the f 
woods. In the meantime the Fort Wayne ran; 
d and had to push ofi with spars. ' In 
oil she got into some drift wc^od and 
her rudder, which compelled the fleet to 
! lay by for the Fort Wayne to repair damages. 
While this was being done the 76th was put 
ashore where the firing was done and burned the 
plantation adjoining. The fleet reached the 
mouth of the Yazoo river at 8 o'clock p. m.. on 
the 15th of May. 

• On the 16th the brigade was landed no $he 
west side of the Mississippi, a little ah v uie 
Hebei’s upper river batteries. They wt r - ir- 
prised to find that the levee for miles tip thej 











river was used for burying purposes. 

, “Four hundred tlious&nd tnth, 

The brave, the good, the true, 

In tangled wood and mountain glen, 

• On battle plain and prison pen, > 

LJe dead for me and you. 

Four hundred thousand of the brave 
Have made our ransomed soil their grave, 

For me and you. 

In many a fevered swamp, 

In many a black lagoon, 

In many a cold and frozen damp, 

The wearied sentinel ceased his tramp, - 
And died for me and you. 

From ocean’s plain to mountain side 
. .Are stretched the graves of those who died 
For me and yon. 

In treason’s prison hold 

In stature like the saints of old, * 

While ’mid dark agonies uiitold, 

They starved,(or me and you. * 

, ' The good the patient and the tried, \i 

Four hundred thousand men have died' * j 
For me and you.” 

On the 17th we heai4 tiring in the rear of 
■Vicksburg, and could uot imagine what it meant, 
as we did not know that Grant had gone to the 
rear by way of Grand Gulf, Raymond. Big Black 
and Champion Hills, and was that very day in¬ 
vesting Vicksburg. 

It was weeks later before the loyal and pat¬ 
riotic soldiers from Illinois knew that on that 






very day while the bSfile of Black riper i 


being fought and Grant's 


imy was investii 


Vicksburg, the Betel’s stronghold on the. \ 
tUat copperheads in Illinois in’ the 
name of democracy was holding a peace a 'Z 
[ rice meeting at Springfield at which they declared 
he war a failure and demanded that our army’stbmiM 
be w itlidia.w n from the south and that peace should 
: be secured on the best terms possible from the rebels 
IVar democrats owe it to themselves to bury th^m in 
deep that they will have no resurrection y 
The 14th men began to tantalize the .Rebels 
almost a^ soon as they were landed in their neigh¬ 
borhood, by going down to the river opposite 
their batteries, and standing in open view before 
'them. The Rebels would open fire upon them 
with their big guns. They probably thought 
■ that our men were engaged in erecting a battery 
‘to shell them. It is strange how men will play 
i with danger for the sake of having what they 
pall a little fun. 

•' '• Grant had proved that the channel of the Mis¬ 
sissippi could not bo turned and there was but 
two methods remained—to return to Memphis 
r and move in heavy foroe down through the inte¬ 
rior of the Mississippi against the rear of Vicks¬ 
burg, while the navy threatened the city in front; 
or, to get past the city by way of the Louisiana 
shore, and 


ATTACK THE CITADEL FROM BELOW. 

Gen. Grant had tried the first of these inctli-: 
ods during the previous December, and knew its | 







difficulties. He now chose the latter course, and 
early in April preparations were made for the 
southward movement. Nine miles in the rear 
of Milliken’s Bend flews Willow Bayou, a deep 
stream 80 or 100 feet in width, which runs into { 
the Mississippi at New Carthage, eighteen miles 
below Vicksburg. From the river across to this I 
Bayou, some miles above MtHikenVBe'nlJ; was a] 
chan nel, which it was proposed to flood by cut¬ 
ting the levee and dredging out the ditch to'a 
navigable depth, and thus open water communi¬ 
cations for the conveyance of supplies to a new j 
base on the river below Several steam dredges 
arrived to aid in the work, but the scheme failed, 
and it was decided to march the troops over land 
- and run the gunboats, with sufficient trans¬ 
ports to carry the necessary supplies, past the 
batteries of Vicksburg. 

RUNNING THE BATTERIES. 

This bold movement was effected in the night j 
of April 16th. Seven iron-clads, with three large 
steam transports having ten barges in tow, the j 
1 latter with rations and forage, ran the gauntlet j 
of batteries under cover of darkness. 

‘ The scene formed one of the grandest and 1 
most picturesque spectacles of the war. The 
night was dark and still. Admiral Porter, in the 
iron-clad Benton, led the way, followed by the 
Mound City, Carondelfet^Tqseumbia. Louisville, 







Pittsburg, Lafayette aud the General Price, (a I 
, wooden ram captured at Memphis some months 
before,) witli the transports Silver Wave, Henry 
Clay and Tigress, the last three having the 

In line and silently the adventurous fleet 
slipped anchor at 11 o’clock and steamed-down 
the river. Every porthole was closed, every 
' light on board concealed, and the Benton reach¬ 
ed the first water battery without being discov¬ 
ered. But at 11:16 the black hulks were dis¬ 
covered drifting past and a terrific fire was open¬ 
ed from the heavy batteries along the face of the 
bluff. Porter replied furiously with shell and 
sbarpnel, and the CaroDdelet, floating dose in 
by the farther shore unobserved, sent a deadly 
broadside enfilading the principal streets, which 
was crowded with soldiers and negroes, who had 
flocked down to see their batteries sink the Yan¬ 
kee gunboats. Steam had been shut off aboard 
the transports, and they floated with the current. 
All were stuck many times and two were drawn ;. 
into an eddy and floated round and round, up 
and down before thh batteries not less than 
three times. The Bebels fired wooden buildings 
all along the shore, which 

LIT TTP THE RIVER 

for miles. These lights, with the eddies and 
cross currents, the blazing guns afloat and ashore, j 






and the great volumes of smoke roiling upward | 
and overhanging the scene confused the pilots, | 
and some parts of the fleet were under fire two j 
hours and forty-six mi nutes. The gun boat Tus- 1 
' ournbia took the disabled Silver Wave in tow’ 
and pulled her safely through. The Henry 
Clay was riddled with shot, set on fire by a shell, 
and burned to the water’s edge, the great flaming 
hulk floating down the stream as a beacon to the 
fleet. Finally the boats had got beyond range 
and came to anchor, or were tied up to shore to 
repair damages. The gunboats had not been 
hurt and were ready for action in half an hour. 

THE FIRST MOVE IS THE GRAND GAME. 


had been successfully played. Meanwhile, im¬ 
portant progress had b een made on land. On! 
the 1st of April, Gen. McClernand had led off 
with the Thirteenth Corps, marching back from 
Milliken’s Bend, twelve miles, to Kichmond, on 
Willow Bayou, which he bad bridged and cross¬ 
ed, thence advancing southward along the Bayou 
to New Carthage on the bank of the Mississippi, 
which point his advance-guard had occupied on 
' the 6th. The levees bad been broken, so that 
the last two miles of the trip had to be made 
with flatboats and yawls. Nevertheless, with 
heavy labor one division was pushed over and 
established on the levee, which was at that time 
a narrow island. The remaining three divisions 









of the corps marched round, following the shore 
of Bayou Vidal, and struck the Mississippi 
twejvfe miles below, at Perkin’s plantation. Mc- 
Clernand was with his advance division at New 
Carthage, his headquarters being in alarge brick 
plantation house, the property of a bitter and 
defiant rebel. 

- - - -A MOMENT OP INTENSE ANXIETY. 

While there the terrific bombardment at 
Vicksburg was heard on the night of the 16th. [ 
Next morning every eye was turned up the river 
to catch the first glimpse of the fleet. About 
eight o’clock the burning wreck of the Henry 
•Clay came floating past. The Rebel proprietor 
fairly danced with joy. “ Where are yourgun- 
boats now ffi he tauutingly asked. “ Vicksburg 
has sunk them all;” and such for the moment 
the fact appeared to be. But presently there 
was a cloud of black smoke behind the cotton¬ 
wood forest up the river. The men waited 
anxiously. It might be the ram which the Reb¬ 
els had captured in Red River coming to shell 
us from the island. Four field guns on shore | 
were quickly put into position, loaded and 
pointed up the river. Presently a low, black 
' bull crept round the curve with a flag flying at 
its jaekstaff. The morning was clear, and the 
flag hung so close to the staff that its character 
Sfeould not at first be determined. Every glass 
was leveled upon the banner, and when a sud-j 











den puff of wind spread it out so that the Stars i 
and Stripes could be seen, the shouts and cheers; 
were deafening. It was the Mound City; fol¬ 
lowed soon after by the Tuscumbia with the 
Silver Wave and barges in tow, and, during the 
afternoon, by all the fleet. 

It was the Yankee’s turn to laugh now, and 
the desperate Rebel rushed away in a towering 
rage, set fire to his own house, and fled across 

! the river in the night. 

j Gen. McClernand concentrated his corps at 
Perkin’s plantation, and immediately began re- 
connoitering with Admiral Porter the, important 
position at Grand Gulf, which he had instruct¬ 
ions to reduce and capture at the earliest mo¬ 
ment. The ram Gen. Bragg was placed at his 
disposal, and the gunboats dropped down to 
draw the fire of the batteries to reveal their 
strength. The place proved unexpectedly 
strong. 

GRAND GULF 

is a high bluff, point at the head of the Big 
Black River. It was armed with thirteen heavy 
guns in two admirably constructed batteries— 
one twenty-five feet above the water and the 
other lower down and near the surface of the 
river. These guns commanded perfectly the 
channel of the river up and down and the mouth 
of the Big Black. There was besides an elab¬ 
orate system of rifle trenches and smaller work?! 







; armed with field artillery and occupied by a gar¬ 
rison of 7,000 men, under Gen. Bowen. Mc- 
Clerna nd had bee n censured .for not pushing on 
and capturing "Grand Gulf immediately on the 
arrival'of the fleet. The reason why he did not 
was that Grand Gulf was on one side of the 
Mississippi, while his corps was on the other 
side, and he had not sufficient transports to cross 
his corps. He could not cross above and march 
down upon it, because it was protected in that 
•direction by the Big Black and the impenetra- 
able swamps above its mouth. Grant was im¬ 
patient for the attempt to be male, and on the 
24th came down in person. He saw the diffi¬ 
culty, and on the 26th six more transports, with 
> twelve barges all laden with rations and forage, 
ran the batteries at Vicksburg. One was sunk, 
but five got through and came down. 

TAKING GRAND' GULF. 

The Thirteenth Corps had meanwhile marched 
down to Hard Times, a point on the Louisiana 
shore three miles above Grand Gulf. Prepara- 
! tions were made to storm the place. Two div¬ 
isions of McClernand’s corps, one of which was 
Osterhaus’s division, were crowded upon six 
transports and moved out into the stream just | 
out of range. Gen. Grant was on board a tug j 
and McClernand in command of the troops. 

The navy was to steam down, engage and si¬ 
lence the heavy batteries, when the six trans- 








ports would follow, run ashore and land the i 
troops to carry the works by assault. At eight 
o’clock in the morning the gunboats slipped an- , 
chor an*. Lprc gallantly down. They lay closej 
in b^h^kore and a t-errifi<ujj(j^test ensued. 
For five hours and twenty minutes the boats and^ 
batteries 

HAMMERED AWAY AT EACH OTHER 
at pistol range. The water was so deep that 
the anchors would not hold, and the gunboats 
were kept constantly in motion. The parapets 
were bored through and through, but they were 
so high above the water that the fleet could not 
dismount a single gun. At last, Porter finding 
that the batteries were getting the best of it, 
ceased firing and withdrew. Tne attack had 
failed. To have landed troops under those still, 
unsilenced guns would have been sheer madness. 
It remained, therefore, to run past the batteries 
of Grand Gulf, march the troops overland, and' 
attack the position in the rear from below. The 
men on the transports were quickly landed, and 
the whole corps moved rapidly across the Point- 
on a high levee, emerging from the cypress 
woods at De Shroon’s plantation, three miles be¬ 
low Grand Gulf, on the Louisiana shore. After 
dark the gunboats, followed by the transports 
and barges, steamed down, ran past the batteries, 
receiving, and returning a terrific fire, and be¬ 
fore midnight all were safely below the obstacle. 








naa oeen a non aay ior tuu guuuuawj. vuc ui 
them had been struck forty-seven times, and a ; 
bomb had burst in the turret of the Tuscumbia 
killing and wounding a number of men. The 
joss on the fleet had been eighteen killed and 
fifty-six .wounded. Early next morning the 
movement was resumed. The nearest landing 
place on the eastern shore was Bruinsburgh, six 
miles below. The Thirteenth Corps was rapidly 
embarked on the transports, harges and gun¬ 
boats, and dropped down the river to that point. 
By noon two divisions were landed. Barrels of 
bread, bacon, and coffeo were rolled on shore 
and opened, each man having permission to stuff 
his haversack and pockets with sufficient food to 
last five days. Very few horses had been 
brought—Generals being allowed but one, with 
but two mounted staff officers. Many of tha 
guns had but four horses to each carriage, and 
even Gen. Grant, when he arrived that night, 
with no baggage but a tooth-brush, was ebligod 
to borrow a fnule for a charger. 

The river h >ttom at that point was a mile in 
width, flanked by a high bluff, to which the 
road ascended through a deep artificial cut. 


A BRIGADE OP THE ENEMY 
at that point would have held McUlernand in 
check all the afternoon. But no brigade was 
there, and McClernand’s staff, with a company 
of infantry, hurried up through the defile, cap¬ 
turing a Confederate Colonel, who had been ob¬ 
serving the debarkation of the troops from the 








tower of a stately villa which stood embowered 
in trees at the crest of the hill. 

ONCE MORE ON SOLID GROUND. 

The corps moved rapidly up, the regiments 
cheering when they reached the ridge and stood 
once more upon the solid ground. For five 
months they had been wading through bayous 
and the soft, alluvial bottom lands of the Missis¬ 
sippi, and the feeling of firm ground beneath 
their feet gave new life and elasticity to the 
spirits of officers and men. Twelve miles inland 
was the town of Port Gibson, on Bayou Pierre, 
in the midst of a fertile and beautiful country. 
Toward this point Mc.Clernand pushed rapidly, 
Carr’s division in advance, followed by Osterhaus 
Hovey, and A J. Smith. That night was intense¬ 
ly dark, and the road, though remarks" 
bly smooth, was so narrow that a regiment march¬ 
ing by the flank filled it completely. At 2 o’clock 
a. m., May 1, Carr’s advance came upon a heavy 
infantry force, apparently marching toward Bru- 
insburgh. Both parties opened fire sharply, and 
THE ENEMY PROVING STUBBORN, 
a section of artillery was unlimbered, pushed 
forward and set to work with cannister. The 
enemy retired doggedly a short distance and, 
having reached a fork in the road, refused to 
move farther. Carr, seeing he had encountered 
a serious obstacle, ordered his men to cease fir- 






JTng, and tlfe whole column sat down in the road 

I ^y mi^ d aylight^ G e n . McClernand. with his 

leading division until it had drawn well out on 
the main road, and then returned to the large 
house on the hill, two miles from the river land¬ 
ing, so as to be within easy reach of General- 
Grant, who was expected during the night. He 
had orders to proceed only to Port Gibson, seiz^ 
the important bridge at that point across the Ba-i 
you Pierre, and await orders. No resistanae had] 
been expected in that direction, and Gen. Mc4 
demand and his staff, who had not had their 
boots off since leaving Perkins’ plantation, re-1 
turned to the great house on the hill, antic ipat- 
ing a comfortable night. Hardly had they been 
an hour in bed when the guns of Carr’s advancei 
were heard through the still night, nine miles to 
the eastward, Horses were saddled,—enough 
had been captured during the afternoon to mountj 
■ the stafl^and orderlies,—and the General sat outj 
at a break-neck pace for the front. Picking his 
way through the crowded road, McClernand I 
reached the front just at dawn. Carr held the 
fork of the road with a regiment thrown 
out a few rods on either branch. Two hun¬ 
dred yards distant, on an oak ridge which] 
crossed diagonally both branches of the road, 
the hostile line was plainly visible, and a how- 
ifzer battery from the right front sent a few| 




shells crashing harmlessly through the trees 
which surrounded the house at the junction of 
the roads. Gen. Carr was found on' the porch 
eating a hard-tack, and the dead and wounded 
of the night’s skirmish lay on the grass in the 
yard. It was evident that the enemy had taken 
a stand, and proposed to give us battle. The 
country was broked by parallel ridges, div ided 
by deep ravines filled with a rank growth of 
timber, cane and vines. The roads followed the 
ridges, which were alternately timbered and clear¬ 
ed for cultivation, so that the ground abounded 
in positions whioh could only be flanked with 
extreme difficulty, and were in every way ad¬ 
mirable for defense. 

THE BATTLE OP THOMPSON’S HILL OK PORT GIBSON. 

Dispositions were made for immediate attack. 
Carr’s division was put. into line across the right 
hand road, Osterhaus moved out on the road to 
the left, Hovey’s division joined the left of Carr, 
and A. J. Smith was for a time held in reserve. 
The sun was just rising upon such a May day as 
had been dreamed of but never realized in North¬ 
ern clime. The smoke of the preliminary skir¬ 
mish hung in long wreaths over the fields and 
woods, and warmed and reddened in the morning 
sunlight like a halo. The trees were in full leaf 
and the thickets and canebrakes that filled the 
ravines were dense masses of fresh green foliage. 
“ A good day for a fight,” observed the gallant 
Carr, as he rode away on his white mule to put 
his men into action. 








Osterhau’s division, the 42d Ohio in front, | 
came gaily up and took the left hand road. 
The men were munching their hard bread and 
taking a few whiffs at their pipes before the 
hard work of the day. Capt. Olds, of Co. A,' 
42d, leading his company at the head of the col¬ 
umn, blithely greeted a staff officer sent to guide i 
the division to its position, with the question: 
“Where are those Johnnies who have been 
keeping us here in the road all night? ” Poor 
little Captain I He little thought that in the 
garden which he was then passing he would be 
buried before another sunrise. 

The dispositions were quickly made and the 
battle opened furiously. Hovey’s men, on the 
left of the right-hand road, dashed forward to 
a little wooded ravine and held it for a few mo¬ 
ments, when the enemy in the thicket beyond 
attempted to charge across the open space, but 
was met by a withering fire and driven back in 
confusion. Seeing the foe retreating in disorder, 
Hovey’s men leaped from their cover, rushed | 
across the field, cleared the woods beyond, and 
captured the four-howitzer battery; the horses of 
which had been killed. The first position had ' 
been carried, and .with it the guns which had 
already dismounted two pieces of a Herman bat¬ 
tery in Carr's division, near the fork of the road. 
The enemy fell back half a mile, 

CHOSE A POSITION, 







and made another stand. Hovey pressed for¬ 
ward, with Carr on his right now in line and ad¬ 
vancing gallantly. Another desperate collision 
occurred—the Confederates fighting like tigers- 
After half an hour of this, Smith’s division, the 
rear of the Thirteenth Corps, which had come 
up and been resting in reserve, was sent to the 
right of Carr’s line to wrap round and take the 
enemy in flank. It had some distance to trav¬ 
erse, but moved rapidly to its position, attacked 
vigorously, and, before ten o’clock the whole 
left of the Rebel line had been broken and driv¬ 
en back to a deep ravine, filled with cane and 
underbrush, and covered by a steep, wooded 
I slope beyond. In these woods and this ravine 
j the enemy found a new and admirable position, 
in which, from behind a complete shelter, he 
could resist attack from the open ground. 

OSIERHAUS’ FIGHT. 

Meantime Osterhaus, round on the left-hand 
road, was hotly engaged. He had found the 
enemy three-quarters of a mile from the junction 
of the two roads, Btrongly posted on a rugged 
ridge, with his left in a sunken road. Oster¬ 
haus’ division had here encountered two full, 
brigades with a six-guD battery, under command 
of Gen. Tracy. As the Federal division moved 
to the attack, the battery opened upon it, firing 
rapidly, but generally too> high. 






Foster’s battery went into ■ position near the- 
road, and in less than an hour completely si¬ 
lenced it, dismounting not less than,three of its i 
guns. Ool. Sheldon’s brigade held the right of J li 

Osterhaus’ line. It advanced rapidly across' the 
open ground, charged through, a thicket at the j 
foot of the hill, driving out tfie Rebel skirmish-! 
ers, and halting in a position , which afforded- 
some shelter from the Rebel.artillery. The 42d : 
Ohio, with the' 69th Thd.-on the left^-moved-i 
smartly up the ridge god found t^q ,epei»y on a j 
similar ridge; about a; .hundred yards distant, the 
two ridges feeing separated by.h deep ravi.ie. | 

The'two regiments were on their mettle,'and, as 
their losses ^roVe.'bord the “brunt of battle in j 
that part of the field. * Stiirkeepirig partly un¬ 
der cover, the men would advance..until they, 
got an .opportunity for a. shot, then lie down or 
retire and reload. By this time the.accurate 
fire of Foster’s guns had begun "to cut up *the 
Rebel battery. The 42d also- opened upon it, 
and' the cannoneers were' driven' into a log hut 
near by. Then they rallied, and making a rush’ 
for the guns, tried to get away with the three 
not yet disabled. They first tried to drag the 1 
pieces away by hand, but the fire of the 42d and 
69th killed the gunners before they could move 
them an inoh. Then, in a desperate effort to 
save the guns, the horses and limbers were 
brought out from behind the log buildings and 







made a dash for the battery, but a volley from 
the right wing of the 42d brought down every 
horse, and the guns were lost; it was certain 
death to approach them. The 42d and 69th 
now made two gallant efforts to charge over the 
hill, down through the ravine, and up the op¬ 
posite bank; In both instances the dash was 
successfully made, but failed of its results 
through the unaccountable stupidity of our men. 
The two regiments reached the second ravine 
and began the ascent, when the Rebels, fearing 
they would be attacked at close quarters, ad¬ 
vanced to the top of the slope, seeing which the 
120th Ohio, in the rear and left of the 42d, 
opened 

A MURDEROUS FIRE, 

every shot of which that fell too low struck 
among the 42d. Several men, including Lieut. 
Campbell, of Co. G, and Ira Osburn, of Co. A, 
42d, were severely wounded, and five or six 
others killed by tbis severe fire in a few mo¬ 
ments. Finding itself thus between two fires, 
the 42d gladly obeyed the order to fall back to 
its former position on the first ridge. The 69th 
which had gone forward at the same time, 
reached a position sheltered from the fire of our 
own troops, and held its ground manfully, sing¬ 
ing “ Rally Round the Flag ” as it fought. Af¬ 
ter an hour of this the 69th, whose ammunition 
began to run low, was ordered back, while the 







42d moved forward to occupy its place. The I 
Rebels mistook the movement of the 69th for a 
retreat of our line and came down in pursuit, 
firing furiously, but the 42d charged up gallantly 
and drove them back. A few moments after we 
saw two or three companies detached from the 
Rebel line and move round another ravine, sep¬ 
arated only by a narrow ridge from the one in 
which the 42d was then fighting. It was im¬ 
possible to fire upon them without exposing our¬ 
selves to a cross-fire. So Col. Pardee tried 
strategy. Moving four companies of the 42d 
| round by the right, he gained the flank and rear 
' of the Rebel force, opened a sharp reverse fire 
upon it, and then charged down, driving the 
Rebel companies over the ridge. into the hands 
of the main body of the 42d, by whom they were 
all captured. Eight of the Rebels were killed 
i in this little exploit and more than a hundred 
prisoners taken. 

It was now, about noon. For more than five 
hours the 

BATTLE HAD BAGED WITH DESPERATE FURY. 
Men could hear the roar of the conflict away to 
the right, and knew by the gradually receding 
tumult that Hovey’s, Carr’s and Smith’s divis¬ 
ions. were driving the enemy. Report came that 
Hoyey’s men, had captured a battery; so in fact 
they had but had not yet got hands upon it. 
We, in our. part of the line,, were opposed to a' 





force superior to our own in a strongly chosen 
position; and though our, entire,division,fought 
gallantly, the enemy had substantially held his 
ground. The tQar of.pur guns that morning,bad j 
reached the ears of Gen. Grant,..on board a gun¬ 
boat at Bruinsburgh, and. borrowings mule, he 
had started for the .scene. On the way. he 
passed Gejp. John A. Logan’s division of. the 
17th Corps^which had crossed the river during 
the night and .was. .hurrying forward, .Grant ar¬ 
rived at. lQdtp, .and .assumed chief command, 
Logan-catne . an hour later and one of his brig¬ 
ades—Geo-. John li-Smith’s—was immediately 
sent to our .aid. . It.was put .in on-; the left of 
Osterhaus’ division, swung round, and. took-the 
enemy in flank. • At the: same time, our line 
again charged"forward, crossed the seeoiid ravine, 
climbed the hill under a terrible fire, drove'the 
enemy from his position, and' rolled his line 1 
. back, in , disorder. The. Rebel ‘Gen, Tracy .was : 
.killed in the final assault, and we found the 
woods and the open space-.near''the battery-and 
about the log-house strewn with dead. Nearly 
a mile from 1 his-first petition the enemy met re¬ 
inforcements from Vicksburg, and when we again 
came up, resisted until night, falling back stu u ’ 
bornly before us until within two miles of Port 
Gibson, the spires of which we could see shin¬ 
ing white and peaceful in the setting sun. Our 
May-day was over. 








WE HAD GAINED A VICTORY, 
of which every man instinctively felt the im 
portance, but it had been won at a serious cost. 
The loss of the 42d Ohio was twelve killed and ' 
sixty-one wounded; that of the 69th Ind., fifteen 
killed and forty-one wounded. I have no date 
in figures of losses of other regiments engaged. 
Ten brigades had been engaged on the Union 
side that day, and these two regimeuts had suf¬ 
fered nearly a quarter of the entire loss. Gens. 
Grant and McPherson, who came with Smith’s 
brigade to the left of the field and watched the 
charge that broke that part of the enemy’s line, 
personally complimented the 42d and 69th up- 
! on their gallantry. All day long we had been 
fighting the flower of the Vicksburg army, the 
famous “ Mississippi Tigers.” The two roads 
upon which this spirited battle was fought, fork, 
as already stated, at a point four miles west of 
Port Gibson. After diverging until nearly two 
miles apart, they gradually converge and unite 
half a mile from Port Gibson. MoClernand, 
with his three divisions on the right continued 
to pjess the enemy vigorously all the afterneon. 
About 3 o’clock p. m. there arrived two brigades 
of (confederates from Vicksburg. They could 
be seen coming over the hills swinging their 
hats and shouting as they hurried into the fight. 
This arrival served to cheer the spirits of Bow¬ 
en’s men, and as still further reinforcements 









were expected from Jackson, under Gen. Loring, 
tb^enemy held out stubbornly until dark, Tbe 
troops lay down where they stopped fighting, and 
awaited the coming of another day. The vic¬ 
tory to the Federals had been complete. They 
had captnred two batteries and 650 prisoners 
and held the whole field of the day’s battle. 
The dead and many of the wounded of the en¬ 
emy were in our hands. The Federal loss had 
been 130 killed and 718 wounded, of which 
more than half were in Osterhaus’ division. 
The enemy’s loss was much greater.” 

During the night the enemy retreated across 
Bayou prairie, and we were in possession of Fort' 
Gibson. Grant had intended to accommodate 
stores here and first assist in the reduction of 
Port Hudson, but Banks was so slowin investing 
that plaoe, and on the 5th he put his forces in 
motion along two paralell roads up Big Black. 
On the 15th McPherson's .advance met a Rebel 
force under Gen. Gregg, when another short but 
fierce battle ensued,' the Rebels being completely 
routed, and the' Federals taking possession of j 
Raymond at 1> o’clock p.m. On the 16th, Me-1 
Pherson encountered Gen. W. H. L. Walker in 
command of South Carolina and Georgia troops 
before Jackson, Mississippi. 1 The attack was de¬ 
layed by a heavy fain, but at 11 o’clock a. m., 
the whole Federal line sffept forward driving'thd 
enemy from the ravine that covered their front. 












And up the’hill where' their batteries were pobtedl 
When the enemy fled, and* were easily followed] 
to healths outer defenses of 1 JacfeSofi;’when the 
main'line ‘was halted until the enemy's position 
anddls^bsitiou ccmld be reoonnoited, wh«Pi'ound 
theCapitof of Mississippi evacuated, and^st”? 
o’olock p, m., the flag of the 57th Indiana waS 
floating from the doiieof ! 't > Ke l State House. " ! 

1 ■ Tfhe Kebel f6rftes''ffednorth from Jaekson with I | 

evident intent offormiug with Pemtiert0'fij(5hint ] 
at once <divinedtheit intent and in' bfdet'to pre¬ 
vent its consimatiori pushed Alair’s divisidn to I 
'Ijldwards station]' followed by McClertlard j 
Cfeterhouse and McPherson. Pemberton had 
'occupied Ohahipi&n Hill: On 1 the' morning* of 
the l'flth he received an order from Jdhriboh to I 
form junction with hiin]' but' it was too late’ for' ] 
'Hovey’s division was upoh him followed by Mo-1 j 
PBerson’s corps'. These forces waited until they 
should havb the guns of McClernard’s other di-* 
visiohs that were' coming 'up by Botton Station. 

Sire commenced bdtWebn'Hovey’ 4ud the Rebel 
skirmishers, which by ll'd’clock grew into a bat- 
' tie, a single division eduld not lOhg'Wsist two 
or three times its number, so that Grant had to 
I send first one and then another of Crocker’s C- 
brigadtto the support of Hovey, while McPher¬ 
son’s other division under command of John A. 
Logan, was working so effectively on Pamberton’s 
left and rear as to greatly weaken his efforts in 








the fort, McClernard failed .to arrive until Mc¬ 
Pherson assisted by* ifovey’sdivision had driven 
Pemberton from the field. On the morning of 
the 17th Pemberton’s forces were found strongly 
posted on the Black river. Here however, as in 
preceding engagements the enemy was out ma- 
nuvered and out fought, so that his men aban¬ 
doned eighteen canons after loosing heavily in 
killed and wounded, and 1,500 prisoners, they 
fled into their entrenohments about Vicksburg, 
where Grant’s forces drew up around them on 
the 18th. 

On the 18th the brigade received orders to 
move, but did not march until the 19th. They 
moved across the bend about six miles, only tak¬ 
ing the Adjutant’s and ateospital tent. Part of 
the way they were in range of the Hebei guns, 
but the Rebels paid no attention to them. They 
pitched camp below Warington. The regiment 
went aboard theCheesman for Grand Gulf where 
they saw their first ocean steamer. Here too 
the 14th boys saw the first colored soldiers, and 
were very favorably impressed with them. On 
the night of the 20th the news reached them as 
they lay at Grand Gulf that Grant had defeated 
the Rebels at Jackson, Big Black river and 
Champion Hills, and that Vicksburg was safely 
and suerely invested in the rear. Skyrockets 
were sent up from the boats. In the midst of 
the cheering, Col. Camm ordered the regiment 






to dress and form lime which was immeodai tely 
done. The regiment was moved to the riverj 
put aboard a steamer and started up the fivesr b/ 
midnight, and by 9 o’clock next morning were 
in sight of Warington again. They kept on up 
the river until too near the Rebel batteries, and 
then dropped down below Warington, where 
they lay for an hour, when they received orders 
to move up as close to the rebel batteries as it 
was safe, and disembark and march across above 
Vicksburg. At Yazoo point the regiment re¬ 
embarked on the good steamer Duke. On the 
21st they landed at Chickasaw Bayou, three 
miles below Haines’ bluffs, and were placed in 
charge of 2500 Rebel prisoners. They were re¬ 
lieved before night from guard, and with the 
15th Illinois and 53d Ind., moved out along the 
levee toward the upper en<k of Vicksburg, but 
were soon halted to wait for orders. They came 
to the effect that the regiments above named 
should report at Haines’ bluffs'. On the 22d the 
tents and camp equipage came up. On the 24th 
the regiment marched about fifteen miles to the 
Vicksburg and Jackson railroad. It was a very 
rough country. In going into camp for the 
night, they had to pass in range of the Rebel 
batteries, but the sharp shooters kept the Rebel 
gunners down. On the 25th the 2d brigade 
marched ten miles to the left of the federal 
[ lines to relieve Quimby’s division. They to>k 
shelter under a hill with orders for no man to 







go on it, to put fires out at dusk and beat' no 

On the evening of tbe 26th, soon after the 
men Jay down, the Rebels made • a sortie, and 
captured about 100 men of the 46th Illinois. 
This mevement aroused the camp and the 14th 
was called out and kept in line until next morn¬ 
ing. Lieut. Col. Jones of the 46th was captur¬ 
ed, but he escaped. After daylight a eapfciin 
of the 46th brought in, three Rebel prisoners who 
were still carrying- their fire arms. Companies 
A and B when relieved from vidette duty that 
morning returned to eamp over the high ground 
and diew the fire Of a Rebel battery but-fortun¬ 
ately only one man was wounded., A soitjeiwas 
expected on the night of the,27th, Ji ( ut none was 
made. During the night a fire broke out in 
Vicksburg. Next morning while the l'eglment 
was being-relieved from the duty of guarding 
against the sortie, the iron clads were moving 
into position to engage the lower watter batteries. 
The artillery duel that ensued was an imposing 
'•Sight. Lieut. Cox returned from home on the 
1st of June. Starvation is doing its work in 
Vicksburg and the Rebels are sending the-ne¬ 
groes and mules out of the city. Another fire 
and a very great one broke out in the city Jpne 
2d. Thus far the casualities among the women 
and childieh inside the invested works amount¬ 
ed to only one woman and one child killed. ’ 

June 3d. On picket, two Rebels surrendered- 
and took the oath of allegiance. 

June 5th, again on picket. When the reg-' 
iment went- out to relieve the 71st the men fool-j 
ishly fired at the Rebels who returned t,he fire 
and wounded Bloouicamp of Co. D. 








Jane 7-tli, ‘ picket, Copt. Williams p'-rpmotedi 
Major in a negro artillery regiment. *. i 

June 9th. picket. Two heavy guns placed m 
position on the left of the regjment. 

June 11th, picket. The third brigade ar¬ 
rived in the evening and moved into line on the 
right of the 14th. i he men’s knapsacks arrived 
on the 13th. 

June 14th, picket. About noon four plain 
looking men walked up to company D’s post. 
They proven to be Geu. Grant and staff. The 
General is of medium height and at the time 
appeared to be care worn. He went into a rifle 
pit took a musket and fired twice at the Rebel 
pickets. Ho then walked over the open ground 
to the left and appeared to fear that the Rebels 
might slip out there and escape.' Seeing a num¬ 
ber of loose’ horses and mules on the ground he 
asked what it meant, and when informed that 
they belonged to the Rebels who had turned 
them out to graze, he assisted in driving them toj 
the rear. He said the time was coming when| 
the Rebels would eat them if they could getj 

. The 4th division was relieved by Gen. Herron 
’on the 15th and the 14th regiment moved aboutj 
half a mile toward the right. A deserter re¬ 
ported that Co. I) kilTcd one Rebel and wounded j 
another the preceding day. As the Union lines 
approached close to the Rebel works the eppos-' 
ing pickets indulged in a good deal of talking to 1 
each other. 

On the 20th the regiments received orders to I 
be ready to attack the Rebel works at any mo¬ 
ment: On June IStb Grant made a bold but 
- unsuccessful assault upon the Rebel works. On | 





the 23d he renewed it. Sherman’s McPherson’s 
and McClcrnard’s Corps were all engaged un¬ 
covered, while the Rebels fought under cover. 
All that was accomplished, was to show the i 
wits of the men. Grant now sat down to the 
wort ofalregular siege. 

June 23d, the Rebels made a sortie, attacked 
the 14th and drove the men frot&the rifle pits. 
:One man was killed in company E and one man 
in company I. When the attack coSfmenced 
Col. Camm went back to bring up the reserve, 
aud .as he did not return it was thought that .he 
was either killed or captured. 

The same day Major Williams came back on 
recruiting service. About 2 p. m. company E 
reported that they were famislied.for water, aud 
company D relieved them by one man going, 
,over at a time, the men from E returning in the 
(same way. It is a little singular that though we 
were within about 200 yards of the Rebel 
works, not a shot was fired at us while ,the trans- 
j fer was being made. 

On the 24th the ground lost by the 14th- was 
all retaken. Col. Catnm and ten men missing, 
two more men were found dead. 25th the reg¬ 
iment was informed that Gen. McPherson was 
going to blowup Fort Beauregard. On the 2tith 
the 14th was relieved, after doing duty for two' 
days, there was a rumor that McPherson had 
got possession of the Rebel Fort Beauregard. 
On the 30th the regiment started from camp at 
sunset. While passing over a ridge the Rebels 
threw a shell at us, which struck very close to 
D, bu-t did not explode. The regiment was 
sent to dig pits on July 1st. July 2d, detailed 






to work in the trenches again. About daylight 
on the 3d the regiment returned to camp. Thisi 
was truce day between Federal and Rebel pick-, 
ets, we judge from what the Rebels shid that 
they were willing to surrender, and informed us 
that Col. Camin was not hurt, that he and the 
men with him had been parolled and sent to 
Jones’ Point; but that Commodore Porter would 
not receive them. At 4 p. m„ firing commenced | 
on the right. 

July 4th, 1 The thing is up. Vicksburg be-J 
longs to the Yanks, glory hallelujah," “• John I 
Brown's soul is marching on.” 

On the 3th we marched with five day's rations. 
We halted and went into camp at Black River 
bridge where we remained until the 7th, when 
we crossed the river on a pontoon and five miles 
further on crossed Baker's Creek at Edward's 
Station. 

July 9th. started for Clinton a little before 
dark, consumed the night in going two miles. 

19th, arrived at Clinton at 3 p. in. 

11th, the brigade was detailed gs a train, and 
rear guard, cannonading in front. Six wagons 
of a forage train captured.by the Rebels. Re-1 
; ceived orders to forage for ten days supply of 

| 12th, heavy firing in front. News of the cap¬ 

ture of Port Hudson by Gen. Banks received.; 
j Brigade ordered forward at dark. 
j 13th, arrived at the division, having started! 
j at dark the day before. Learned that the 28th,| 

) 41st and 53d Illinois, and 3d Iowa were-tlie only ] 

| regiments in the fight of that ill-advised charge! 

I on Jackson, and that ihet lost half their numberjij 








500 to 600 men. The commander, Gen. Laliman, 
whom the boys called Aunt Betsy,’’ was placed 
under arrest, and the division, the 4th, attached 
to Gen. Herron’s, thus placing him in charge of 
five brigades. 

15th, on picket, but relieved at night and or¬ 
dered to dig rifle pits. 

17th, a reconnoitering' party found that 
Johnson’s Army had evacuated Jackson. They: 
left as souveniers a number of torpedoes con-3 
cealed in bales of cotton, but the Union men* 
burned the cotton, and thus destroyed the tor* 
pedoes without injury to themselves. 

19th, Sunday. Destroyed five miles, of rail¬ 
road by prying up the rails, collecting and firing 
the ties and placing the rails across the burning 
mass thus bending the rails. 

20th, drew two pounds of hard tack and a 
little green coffee to the man as three day’s ra¬ 
tions. Received orders to join our corps (,17th.) 

21st, marebed to Raymond. 

^2d, arrived at Vicksburg. 

25th, marched into the Rebel works and out 
again. Isn’t it a pity that so many officers do 
not have os much sense as many privates do. , 

. On the 27th an order, and au agreeable one it 
was, came to the tfftet that 5 per cent of the 
enlisted men should be granted thirty days fur¬ 
lough. The furloughs tor the 14th came Aug-1 
ust 3d. ■ 

Jn August th ’"un-irt removed to 
Here Lieut. O:; >• •mmi<-i ..i-d captain; sec¬ 

ond lieutenant G. W. Butts liist lieutenant, and 
Michael Roman ana William Clark lieutenants 

In a prize drill by com panic 


ps the ,14 th 






I to carry - if t ie Iannis I rum the other regiments 

| of'the brigade, but in this they wore doomed to 1 
disappoinim.-nr., out not because they did not 

"General Leman lisited the brigade and made 
a speech, but tit t men did not receive him very 
enthusiastically. Tito 11th omited the custom¬ 
ary cheering entirely, and the other regiments ; 
cheered rather faintly. 

On the 7th of October, Col. Catnm reported' 
us exchanged, and on the 1-tb he was put under' 
arrest. The general feeling in the regiment was 
that parties had brought this about more for 
their own advancement, than because they be¬ 
lieved the colonel to be a coward. The story 
that is being circulated, that when he went to 
the rear, instead of taking-charge of, and bring¬ 
ing np the reserve, ho threw himself into a ditch 
and lay there until the Rebels drove the men 
out and off, and when they began to fill it up 
that Col. Camm whined out -‘you wouldn’t 
cover up a wounded man would you?” and that 
'when he was .taken out, that there was only a 
track made by a nail in some mans boot heel as 
he stepped in the Colonel’s face in jumping out 
of the ditcb is probably a canard as the story 
being told, that when that terrible volley was 
fired on Sunday morning into the left flank of 
the 14th, that he stampeded, and never stopped 
running until he got to Regimental Quarters. 

The Colonel knows more about it than.any¬ 
body *else. I said that he went back to hunt 
up stragglers, and if men strayed, they would 
be more likely to go to Regimental Quarters 
than anywhere else. While probably a majority 
of the men in the regiment are not partisans of 









the colonel, they will not join in the hue and" 
cry against him, preferring to wait for the evi¬ 
dence and the finding of. the court martial. 

On the 10th of November the 2nd brigade,- 
1th division, 17th army corps, of which the 14th 
Illinois Infantry was a part, was ordered to 
strike tents preparatory to move in some direc¬ 
tion. On the 11th, the 14th, 15th and 76th 
Illinois volunteers went aboard of the .Chouteau,^ 
while the rest of the brigade were put aboard 
the Empress and started up the Mississippi 
river. On the mprning of the 12th they found 
themselves at Vicksburg, where they disembark¬ 
ed and moved out to the new line of fortifications 
in the rear of the eity. On the 14th Lieuten¬ 
ant Bates was detailed and started north as re-.; 
cruiting officer. On the 17th the first stir was 
in the regiment about going into the veteran' 
service; the majority did not seem much inclined 
to do so. 

; November 27th the regiment struck tents pre- < 
paratory to another march. The wiseacres 
| could not find out where the expedition was go- 
1 ing. After marching one day we went iuto 
camp and began to build shanties as if for win- 
iter (quarters. On the 5th of December, Major 
Nolty was appointed recruiting officer to enlist 
the regiment as veterans. 

On the 6th having finished our shanties we 
were told that as soon as two-thirds of the regi-; 
ment re-enlisted they would be furloughed home. 
Company D wanted to go home, but they re¬ 
membered their.leave-taking on the public aquare 
at Greenfield, and how sad it was, and they 
thought it would be harder to separate from 







friends the second time than it was the first 
time, and being impressed with the idea that it 
would not be fair for them to do all the fighting, 
and not give the northern obstructionist a 
chance, veteranizing did not go very rapidly in 
©o. D. 

"J, D company had persuaded itself, that for the 
good of the northern copper-heads they would 
not re-enlist, but their confidence in remaining 
a unit against veteranizing was considerably sha¬ 
ken on the 7th, when fourteen of the boys re¬ 
enlisted. On the 22d, Sam Culbertson, an old 
member of D, who in the beginning of the war 
wv.fi discharged for disability, came back to thej 
company as a recruit. On the 30th we were 
mustered. Capt. Cox just got baok to the cam-, 
pany in time to keep from being mastered with¬ 
out, leave. On the first of January, ’04, two 
more men of D enlisted as veterans. On the! 
evening of the 22d we had speaking by Col. Hall, 
Major iN'olty, Dr. Stephenson and our Chaplain, 
Rutledge, instead of dress parade. Oh what an 
orator the Chaplain is ! He could charm a man 
with his eloquence, but they did not make much 
headway in persuading the boys to rc-enlist. 
They could not think of depriving northern stay-' 
Thames of the privilege of suffermg for their 1 
country. 

On the 31st of. January after 4tbe usual Sun¬ 
day morning inspection, the regiment received 
marching orders and started in the direction of 
»lv?r t A.t the.elose„of % day they 
who; into camp and remained until the 3d of 
'February, then moved forward again. On the 
4th, when near Champion Hill, the rebels began 
to show their teeth. The skirmishing became 
so heavy, that the wounded in considerable mini- 








I bers began to come to the rear. On to the 4th' 

I February, our brigade was placed at the bead of 
the column, the 15th Illinois in advance follow¬ 
ed by the 14th and 76th Illinois infantry. Very ' 
soon after starting Ihe Rebels were found, and' 
the 15th'was deployed as skirmishers, with tha^ 
.cavalry on the light and left flanks, while the 
14th and 70th were formed in line, of battle in 
theiir rear. The order to advance was given, 
wtteu we drove the enemy before us for live 
tuites. A good many shells t'.we thrown at us. 
Cuf. Rodgers and three men of the 15th were 
wounded and one man in the 14th. The Rebels 
were stubborn and f night doggedly, and the re¬ 
sult was that we din not make much headway. 
Tlie 3d brigade took the lead.on the 5 th, but the 
Rebels wire s. Ill very stubborn. On the 6th, 
oar brigade was tunic.! off on the Raymond road, 
and here the whole country seemed lo be on fire, ! 
the'Rebels were evidently preparing to abandon ' 

On the 6th we were ready to move before 
light, but bad to wait for Loggct’s division and 
the Iowa brigade to cross the river before we 
could move. When the 1 lib got off, it m >ved 
very rapidly and got to Brand to by 3 p.m., 
and went into camp one mile o i; J town. •> 
ft was plain to us now that we were going in 
the direction of Meridian, Mississippi. On the! 
i Sih we had a skirmish with the enemy's cavalry . 
1 in which a woman was killed. The Rebels formed 
in her door yard and called her out to see us 
j run, but they did the running, and the poor 
! woman was killed. At midnight on the 13th 
! we got into a small place called^ Decatur, when 
j the Rebels made an attack on our train, the 17th 








Army Corps, killing sixteen mules and captur¬ 
ing.eleven wagons, but as usual before the thing 
was over the Pebels came out secoad best, and 
we killed three men and took several prisoners.! 
We suffered no loss in killed or wounded Ot» 
the 14th we drew three day’s rations and push¬ 
ed forward to within five miles of Meridian. On 
the 15th we marched into Meridian in a hard 
rain storm. The 17th and 18th were spent in ; 
destroying railroad track and bridges. On the 
19th we resumed the line of march for Vicks¬ 
burg. It was while on this campaign that the 
Grand Army of the Republic was first 

thought of and discussed, its origin was as fol- 

While they tarried two nights and one day at 
this eastern end of the raid, awaiting General j 
Smith and breaking up some railroad tracks, 
most of the baggage train and provisions had 
been left some twenty miles west under the i 
guard, that they might be less enenmbered in 
the final conflict with General Polk's force, think- I 
ing he would not tamely yield to destruction, | 
these important railroad connections. But as [ 
his fighting for a fortnight availed him nothing, 
he retreated beyond their reach. 

Having accomplished an important work by 
the raid, they struck back via Canton, Mississ¬ 
ippi, towards Vicksburg. The first day’s march 
brought them to the train and provisions oveil 
which they were the more jubilant as they had 
been without coffee for three days. Then they| 
unwisely undertook to make up for lost time bw 
drinking an excess of hot, strong coffee, and nev¬ 
er until then was its full effects as a stimulant 
made known to many. Sleep was bannishedl 







that night, and there was probably no Rebel 
force to be feared within fifty miles, the soldiers 
whistled, sang, squealed, neigheii and crowed all 
along the line. The gravest officers were not 
estempt from this coffee exhileration, and bursts 
of laughter here and there indicated that" the 
wag or wit of the squad was ^pq£ftetE&tin“his 
best jokes. Even the said hospital mess, with 
ne sick to care for, fell into the same nervlessj 
sleepless current. Though speaking especially 
for the Fourteenth regiment Illinois volunteer 
infantry, this vigil was probably kept by most 
of the Fourth division of the Seventeenth Army 
Corps. , 

But to return. There was William J. Rut- 
lege, regimental chaplain; Major B. F. Steven¬ 
son, surgeon; Dr. Chaffee, assistant surgeon; 
Joseph Meacham, hospital steward, etc. Each 
man was a marked chartcter, but we have not 
time to describe them now. All were warm per¬ 
sonal friends, yet fond of joking each other. flDr. 
Stevenson, provoked by this sleeplessness, began 
to moralize on “ the glory of the war bieng a 
humbug; as a man may be left by his comrades 
to die on the bloody field, unwept, unhOnored 
and unsung, and if transferred to Paradise he 
must be greatly chagrined to see his name mis¬ 
spelled in the reports, leaving his friends in 
doubt as to whether it was he or some other 
man/’ The chaplain, always buoyant in spirits 
and fruitful in resource, replied, “ That won’t 
a;'jds.,4a»y*u ami ]g Doc; for we have had no bat-- 
tie yet”where all were kRled on bath sides; some 
escape to tell about it, so we will be those lucky 
dogs; we frill live on. after this land has been 
subsoiled by th<£^plowshare of war and rebellion 






"TOTslavory turned under so deep that they will 
never sprout again, and by our peaceful firesides] 
wo'll ‘ shoulder our cruteh and show how fields 

“dMq.veovor,'’ continued the chaplain, “ 
knight orrantary and masonry were wonderfully] 
revived during the wars of the Crusades, so we 
in the years that lie beyopd will revive them by 
organizing on a fraternal basis, the Grand Army 
of the Republic. You, Doctor, shall bo'grand 
mogul or commander-in-ohiof; Dr. Chaffee, your 
adjutant general; Meuchain, your aide-de-camp; 
Scott your paymaster; Goldsmith, your inside] 
sentinel; Saui Logan, your vidett; and I your 
chaplain. Doing now organized under this ven-| 
efab.e oak, that may have sheltered Indians,] 
Aztecs or Druids centuries ago, we will, after] 
due examination, proceed to collect the initiation 
fee and admit the brethren, swearing them to 
liberty, equality and sympathy with the under 
dog in the fight. Thus shall we ii sure a solq 
dier's reunion every full moon. We shall bind 
together a brotherhood who were previously 
united in the fellowship of suffering; and as 
some doubtless will deserve pensions who will 
fail in obtaining them, we ean supply this lack 
by our voluntary contributions.” 

Thus with suggestions, humorous or earnest 
the night wore on, the morning dawned, and the 
march was resumed. Dr. Steveuson, though not 
imaginative and inventive like the chaplain, was 
methodical and a born organizer. The .chaplain 
had built this oastle in the air as the pleasant 
pastime of a sleepless night. The doctor brought; 
that castle to the ground, made moat and draw¬ 
bridge for it, commissioned its officers, mounted 








its sentinels, and manuecTIt'before his death 
with 100,000 men. To the chaplain it was one 
of the beautiful myths plowing through his 
brain; to the doctor it was “a ghost that would 
not down” at his bidding. These two, though 
very dissimilar as men. were agreed in regard to 
the projected organization in ail save this: The 
doctor wanted to give it a desided political 
tinge, claiming that those who had borne the 
burden alone should have the benefit, but the 
chapluin of the old Fourteenth discarded the 
“machine” idea, insisting that the fraternal and 
benevolent one was best one to insure useful¬ 
ness and perpetuity. 

Ardent as the doctor was about this new ideal, 
it was not till the spring of 1866 that he (hav¬ 
ing removed from Jacksonville to Springfield^ 
Ill.,) telegraphed the chaplaiu (who was then 
stationed .in Bloomington) for a special interview 
So the doctor, the chaplain, Colonel John M. 
Snyder, and Colonel A. Weber, readand correct¬ 
ed the proff sheets of the Constitution and By- 
Laws of the Grand Army of the Itepublic, and 
the first “ Post” was organized in Springfield, 
near the home and tomb of Lincoln, whence it 
soon spread through Illinois and into other 
States. 

Dr. Stevenson remained the first Comman- 
der-in-Chief up to the first general rally held in 
the Representatives Hall of the old State House. 
It was with hesitancy, then, that the committee, 
knowing Chaplain Rutledge’s intimacy with the 
doctor 1 requested him, in seconding General 
Logan’s nomination, to award to the doctor all 
the credit dne him, which he did in brief but j 
earnest speech that will long be remembered by | 







those who heart it. The doctor was somewhat 
grieved at being superceded in the general com¬ 
mand, but he was deeply moved by the chap¬ 
lain’s reference to the memories of the Mississ¬ 
ippi forest, and in reply said that the chaplain 
gave him more credit than was due; for it was ! 
the chaplain himself who had originated the 
dea, and aided and encouraged him in pushing 
it to its consummation. 

Thus the Grand Army of the Republic that 
first flitted as a phantom through the forests of 
Mississippi now marshalls its hosts and keeps 
step to the music of the Union. 

The Rebels attacked the third brigade at the 
Big Black rivet, and were handsomely repulsed 
on the 29th of February. On the 3d of March 
the regiment got back to its old camp ground, 
and found everything right except our shanties 
which the darkies had torn down for wood and 
clapboards. On the 16th the veterans from the 
24th, 166 in number, started home on furlough. 
Company D had thirty veterans and ten new re¬ 
cruits here, and one on the road coming, 
hence will start on the second years campaign 
with forty-four rank and file. The veterans arc 
men tried and true. 

The non-veterans before they left the service 
were destined to jnake one more campaign. We 
remained in the neighborhood of Vicksburg un¬ 
der command of Captain Rhiner of company G, 
until the 16th of April, when we received marcb- 
i.ig orders. Our regiment 400 strong lay all 
day on the.] 6th waiting for transportation ' At 
drylicht on the 17t/i- the Albert Pearce took tie 
14th Wisconsin and 14th Illinois volunteers on 
board and moved up the river with them. The 







boat reacted Cairo about ten o’clock a. m., April 
22J. Here Col. Camni, who thad been tried bv 
a court martial, and suspended from command 
and deprived of six months pay, met the reg¬ 
iment and Tesumed command. On the 28th of, 
April, the steamer Illinois took the 14th and 
15th Illinois regiments on board and ran up to 
Mound City and took on the Iowa brigaoe, then 
moved up the Ohio. . , . 

At dark on the 30tb, the boat arrived at Clif¬ 
ton Tennessee, where the men disembarked on 
the’first of May. On the 5th the regiment re¬ 
ceived marching orders and moved off to the 
east. The troops in this campaign were the 1st 
Minnesota battery, the 3d. lltb, 13th, 15th ana 
16th Iowa infantry; the 12th, 14th, ITth and 
33d Wisconsin infantry; the 14th, 15th, 30th, 
32d 41st, 45th and 53d Indiana, and 32d Ohio 
infantry; in all about .6,000 strong. Oa May 
10th there was a rumor in camp theat Gen. 
Sherman had whipped the Rebels and that the 
Army of the Potomac had won a victory. 

On the 12th the 14th was detailed to guard a 
I herd of cattle through to Huntsville, Alabama. 

On the 26th of May, the non-veterans of the 
14th received orders t .0 report at Springfield, 
Illinois, to be mustered out of the service. They 
got started the same day. All -the officers of the 
regiment going out of service except Col. Hall, 
Capt, Cox, and Lieuts. Weisner and Gillespie. 

! Part of six companies of non-veterans wtere mus¬ 
tered out at Springfield on the 21st of June. 
The other four companies-were mustered out 
and paid off on the 24th. We were there to see 
and to take as many by the hand as we could. 
In this good bye we felt that it would be many 







U day ’ere WtWl'De banded together again a 
nobler body of men, or men who would make a 
cleaner or better^record as honesty-faithful, de¬ 
voted courageous soldiers than they. 

'rbo martyred members of company D and the 
old 14th, are sleeping until the grea^' assise, in ; 
ma ny a forest, glen and glade, beside the Miss- 
, issippi, Cumberland and the Tennessee, the Big 
Black, Yazoo and Qatchie; at Andereonvillo, 
through Georgia and the Carolina?, 1 and in Vir¬ 
ginia by the broad Potomac. 


Let them slumber in pece where their comrades hare laid 



(fHE END.) 
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